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Islamic officials to meet 
in Luxor on counter-terrorism 

CAIRO (AFP) — Top officials from the Organisation 
oTthe Islamic Conference (OIC) will meet in Luxor in 
Febru^ to discuss counter-terrorism action, an 
£gyptiaii official said on Saturday. ‘The officials will 
' examine implementation of the decision by the OIC 
summit in Ibhran for cooperation between member 
countries on the battle against terrorism,” said foreign 
miiristiy official Sayed A1 Masri. Islamic leaders nTet 
at the OlC summit earlier this month in Tehran, where 
teiTorism was high on the agenda, following the Nov. 
17 massacre in Luxor, which is home to some of 
Egypt’s finest archaeological treasures. 
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Egypt’s top filmmaker leads 
humanitarian team to Iraq 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian actors led by the country's 
top rilm-maker Youssef Shahine left Saturday for 
Baghdad with $30.(X)0 worth of medicine for the chil- 
dren of Iraq. “We're flying out to Jordan this evening 
and from there a bus will take us overland to Bagh- 
dad,” said Khaled Youssef, a spokesman for Mr. 
Shahine. He said Mr. Shahine. who won a prestigious 
award at the Cannes Film Fe.siival in May. will be 
among the delegation of 30 actors and members of 
professional unions, including doctors, pharmacists 
and lawyers. “We will take wth us around 100,000 
pounds [$30,000] worth of medicine which has been 
donated by businessmen and pharmacists,'' Mr. 
Youssef said. 
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Daily newspapers continue to boycott Parliament 
in protest against ^selective restrictive measures’ 

We will uphold boycott until new regulations are abolished — Al Ra ’i 


By Alia Sbiikri Hamzeh 
Special to the Jordon Times 

AMMAN — In a contin- 
ued show of protest 
against new resrrictions 
imposed by Parliament's 
general secretariat a 
week ago, four Arabic 
dailies along with the 
Jordan Times said they 
will not cover today's 
regular session of the 
House. 

According Tareq Mo- 
mani, Al Ra'i parliamen- 
tary correspondent, there 
were no signs of recon- 
ciliation between the 
House and the dailies 
and. therefore, Al Ra’i 
along with the three 
dailies will continue to 
boycott Parliament until 
a satisfactory agreement 
is reached. 

“We will uphold our 
boycott decision and we 


will not return to work in 
Parliament unless all 
these new regulations are 
abolished” he said 
adding that if summoned 
to meet with Lower 
House Speaker Saad 
HayeJ Srour the four 
dailies will demand the 
return of freedom of 
movement to the House 
without any restrictions. 

Al Ra'i. Al Aswaq, Al 
Dustour and Al Arab Al 
Yawm, which attended 
last Sunday's session, did 
not cover on the House 
deliberations on Monday. 

Al Doustour reporter, 
Maher Abu Teir con- 
firmed Mr. Momani’s 
decision and said the 
boycott will continue 
until Parliament revoked 
its restrictive regulations. 

Reporters from four 
papers last Sunday band- 
ed out statements to sev- 


eral deputies demanding 
that they be treated on 
equal basis with state run 
media that is being 
ensured access to all 
offices. 

Deputy Abdul Razaq 
Tbeishat told the Jordan 
Times Saturday that he 
and several other 
deputies talked to Mr. 
Srour who promised to 
help defuse the crisis. 

Deputy Mansour Murad 
said he proposed to Mr. 
Srour the allocation of an 
appropriate hall with all 
necessary equipment for 
use by reporters. 

He told the Jordan 
Times that be considers 
media a crucial part in 
the country's democratic 
process and that without 
media coverage lawmak- 
ers could not fulfil their 
duties. 

“Local media has every 


right to cover and publish 
all deliberations in the 
House which in turn 
would strengthen the 
relationship between the 
House and the public,” be 
said. 

On Saturday, the Arab 
Democratic Islamic 
Movement, Duaa', issued 
a statement calling on the 
House to raecqnsider its 
new regulations. 

“We see this move as 
denying access of infor- 
mation and repressing 
freedom of expression 
and a backward step in 
the democratic process,” 
said the statement. 

Parliament's Secretary 
General, Mohammed 
Nasrallah last week 
defended the secretariat's 
position saying it was not 
meant to impede or 
restrict the press, but 
rather aimed at “regulat- 


ing it in a disciplinary 
and a more convenient 
way.” 

He said that a special 
room for the press had 
been designated with all 
the necessary equipment. 
“Why do they want to use 
other facilities or even 
enter the House's main 
chamber?” he asked. 

The president of the 
Jordan Press Association, 
Seif Al Sharif, met with 
Mr. Srour yesterday in 
order to discuss ways of 
solving the problem. 
Neither Mr. Sharif nor 
Mr. Srour were availat^ 
for comment. 

The Jordan Times will 
not cover today’s session 
in line with the other 
dailies' boycott decision. 


Jordan not decided to attend Israeli cyclists deliver 
Tarkish-U.S.-Israeli military message of peace’ to 
exercises — Mutawi Saudi Arabia 


exercises 

By Tareq Ayyoub 
Speaal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Turkey has 
invited Jordan to observe 
exercises in the Mediter- 
ranean involving 'Dirkish, 
Israeli and American 
troops. Minister of State for 
Inibimadoo Affairs Samir 
Mutawi said Saturday. 

Dr. Mutawi said the gov- 
ernment has so far not 
decided whether to attend 
the exercises or noL 
“We do not have a final 
decision. Once we decide 
we will inform the press,” 
Dr. Mutawi said following 
a regular Cabinet session. 

Turkish Ambassador 
Ahmet Suha Omar said that 
his country has not invited 
other countries in the 
region to attend the three- 
day exercises, which drew 
wide criticism from several 
Arab and Muslim coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Omar told the Jordan 
Times that the games were 
merely “rescue and search 
exercises... for humanitari- 
ao Kasons only." 

“The exercises are meant 
merely to cooperate in res- 


cuing fishing boats in the 
area.” said Mr. Omar. 

The comments of Dr. 
Mutawi and the Turkic 
ambassador followed 
reports published in ‘Dirk- 
ish newspapers claiming 
chat Jordan has agreed to 
send observers to attend the 
exercises scheduled to start 
on Jan. 5. 

The Turkish ambassador 
said that his country 
extended an invitation to 
Egypt to attend or send 
observers to the games 
adding that the exercises 
are open to all countries in 
the region. 

Earlier this month, Turk- 
ish Chief-of-Scaff Lt. Gen. 
Ismail Haqi, met in Cairo 
with his Egyptian- counter- 
part Gen. Majdi Hatabit, 
but failed to convince him 
into attending or sending 
representatives to the 
games, which were sched- 
uled for November last year 
but postponed several 

times. 

Ll Gen. Haqi’s meeting 
with Gen. Hat^c came a 
few days after a similar 
meeting With Israeli 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 


Mordechai in Ankara. 

TJie two sides agreed to 
enhance miUcaiy. coopera- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries, newspapers said then. 

Egypt and Syria arc 
spearheading an Arab cam- 
pmgn against the growing 
military cooperation 
between Israel and Dirkey. 

Iraq has also denounced 
the military cooperation 
between Tel Aviv and 
Ankara and accused Turkey 
of allowing Israeli Mossad 
agents to operate in north- 
ern Iraq. 

The Turkish ambassador 
said that the criticism 
launched against his coun- 
try was “not sincere” and 
said the games were part of 
regional security coopera- 
tion. 

“The rescue exercises fall 
within the context of the 
multilateral talks for 
regional security coopera- 
tion,” sard the ambassador, 
referring to the multilateral 
ra))cs that were launched at 
the beginning of the peace 
process between Israel and 
its Arab neighbours that 
started in 1991. 


By Ayyoob 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At least 7(X» 
Israelis cycled to the Saudi 
borders through Aqaba on 
Saturday and handed a 
“message of peace” to 
Saudi border guards, a 
spokesman for the Israeli 
embassy said. 

The spokesman, Roey 
Gilad, said that the cyclists 
handed the message 
“directly” to the Saudi 
guards. 

‘The message urges His 
Majesty King Fahd to help 
in making peace with 
Israel,” Mr. Gilad told the 
Jordan Times. 

The cyclists, representing 
die United Kibbutz Move- 
ment of Israel, crossed into 
Aqaba from the southern 
Israeli city of Eilat in a two- 
day visit to Jordan. 

The cyclists’ tour 'also 
aims at showing support for 
the October 1994 peace 
treaty between Jordan and 
Israel that ended 47 years 
of hostility between the two 
countries. It also coincides 
with the Jewish feast of 
Hanukkah. 


The visit was opposed by 
the Israeli mioist^ of edu- 
cation. which wanted the 
Israeli young men to visit 
Jerusalem instead, accord- 
ing to news reports. 

Tt is inconceivable that 
they cake Israeli youth to an 
Arab country without prop- 
er protection." Mos^ 
Peled, deputy education 
minister, was quoted by the 
Jerusalem Post as saying. 

The newspaper said chat 
one of the tour objectives 
was to “maik 40 years of 
Jewish settlement in the 
Arava (Wadi Araba').” 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netany^u’s 
advisor on “terrorism,” 
Ehud Yatom. notified the 
Kibbutz Movement Octo- 
ber that they were responsi- 
ble for the security of the 
participants. 

During their visit to 
Aqaba, the Israeli youth 
met with Marwan Dudin, 
head of the Aqaba Regional 
Authority. Mr. GUad said. 

The cyclists are expected 
to leave for Petra on Sun- 
day and return to Israel on 
the same day. 


Palestinians call for disarming of Jewish settlers 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
The Palestinians on Satur- 
day called for Israel to strip 
settlers of weapons after 
two Jewish extremists were 
arrested for planning to 
throw a pig's bead at 
Jerusalem’s Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound. 

‘The revelations about 
this demented project, 
which could have sabo- 
taged the entire peace 
process, illustrates the need 
for Israel to disarm the set- 
tlers,” said a statement 
issued after a Palestinian 
cabinet meeting. 

Israeli police said on Fri- 
day they arrested Avigdor 
Askin and Damyan 
Pakovitch for attemptmg to 
"provoke clashes between 
Jews and Arabs” by throw- 
ing a pig’s head wrq)ped in 
a page from the Islamic 
holy book, the Koran, into 
die Al Aqsa compound. 

Jerusalem poUce chief 
Yair Yitzhaki said the .two 
settlers “could have pro- 
voked a bloodbath if they 
had succeeded in executing 
their plan.” which they were 
to cai^ out during the Mus- 


lim Holy Month of 
Ramadan, which begins 
next week. The pig is con- 
sidered to be unclean by 
both Muslims and Jews. 

The Palestim'an National 
Authority said the extrem- 
ists’ plan “shows the n^d 
for the signing of a security 
accord aimed at the activi- 
ties of Israeli and Palestin- 
ian extremists.” 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
refused to sign a U.S. -bro- 
kered draft accord reached 
by his security chiefs with 
Palestinian officials which 
would commit both Israel 
and the Palestinians to sup- 
press militants. 

A senior Israeli officiiU 
said it was ‘‘unacceptable” 
to include conmutments for 
Israel to take action against 
Jewish extremists. “The 
obligations are for the 
Palestinian Authority to 
attack terrorism.” 

A Jerasaletn rourt hM 
extended detention until 
Thursday for Avigdor and 
Pakovitch, both immigrants 
from the former Soviet 
Union bur the exact charges 


Norwegian FM to mediate in Mideast peace 


! OSLO (AFP) — Norwegian Foreign Minister 
! Kurt WtUebaekv^ travel to the Middle East next 
week xo mediate in the stalled peace process, Mr. 
VoUd»ek told Norw^ian radio NRK Dagsnyu 
Saturday. 

Nfr. VbUebaek has been invited by bodi die 
Palestinians and the Israelis, be said. 

“My arabidon is to get a duect dialogue going 
between the p^es. In that context, 1 think 
[Israeli army] withdrawal [from the West Bank] 
will be cne of the most important subjects,” he 
said. 

Israel's military redeployutent on the West 
Bank is several months behind schedule. 

Palestinian (Resident Yasser Aiafrt ha.^ 
a pscpeat from 30 per cent of the terri- 
tory, vriiQe Isnadi Prime Mmider Benyamin 
Netaiiyahu is under pressure from settlers and 
more craiservative membera of his coalition to 
limit the withdrawal to 6-S per cent 

Norway has played a Ixy role in the Middle 
Fast psocess, and hosted die first secret 
nteetings between Israeli and Palestine Libera- 
noD Oiganisadon (PLO) officials that resulted in 
the first Istaeli-Palestinian peace accod signed in 


1993. 

The visit wiD be Mn MoUebaek's second to the 
region as foreign minister since being appointed 
to the post in mid-Octoben His first trip took 
place in November, vriien be met with bodi Mr. 
Netanyahu and l^esident ArafaL 

“Whtu has happened this fall is that [the par- 
ties] have been taDdng vda the United States, and 
that can be good for a while. But h is clear that 
diete are Urmts as to bow far you can get with a 
third p^,“ be said. 

‘This does not niean we will be able to do any- 
thing different than what the Americans have 
done, but it is possible that we can get things on 
track, and that's what we'Q try to do.” he said, 
noting however that he has no concrete proposals 
to [xesenL Mr. MnUebaek said Mr. Netanyahu and 
Prudent Arafri were “very eager to see Norway 
resume its role and continue the woik we have 
done.” 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu are expected to 
meet in January in Washington, where they wiU 
meet tc^etber with U.S. Secretaiy of State 
Madeleine Albright after bolding indhodual talks 
with U.S. Indent BQl Clinton. 


against them were under a 
blackout from military cen- 
sors. 

Avigdor, a member of the 
banned racist anti-Arab 
group Kach, was only 
recently released from 


prison after serving a four- 
month sentence for calling 
for the death of former 
Israeli prime minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, vybo 
slain in 1995. Israeli securi- 
ty services have stepped up 


surveillance of Jewish radi- 
cal groups amid fears they 
will use violence to prevent 
a promised Israeli army 
withdrawal in the West 
Bank opposed by the right 
wing and Jewish settlers. 



Foreign Minister Fayez Tarawneh speaks with his Saudi counterpart Prince Saud Al 
Faisal on Saturday in Riyadh, Dt. Tarawneh is in Saudi Arabia for a two-day visit to hold 
talks focused on the deadlock in the Mideast peace process, the situation in the Gulf and 
bilateral ties (AFP photo) 

Tarawneh delivers King’s message 
to King Fahd, meets Saudi officials 


RIYADH (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh S^- 
uiday delivered a verba] mes- 
sage from His Majesty King 
Hussein to King F^d of 
Saudi Arabia expressing Jor- 
dan's desire to develop bilat- 
eral ties. 

Dr. Tarawneh, who started 
on Saturday a two day official 
.visit to Saudi Arabia, briefed 
the Saudi monarch on the lat- 
est developments in the Midh 
die East peace process and 
discussed issues of common 
concern to Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia according to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

Earlier Saturday. Dr. 
Tarawneh held talks with for- 
eign Minister Prince Saud AJ 
Faisal during which they 
reviewed the overall situation 
in the Middle East region 
with special focus cm the 
peace {xteess and the Pales- 


tinian-lsraeli track. 

The Jordanian and Saudi 
Arabian views were identical 
concerning support for the 
Palestinian people, to help 
them regain their rights cm 
ifaeir aational soil and on the 
need for giving impetus to the 
peace process, the sole strate- 
gic option for the region 
accorcting to the ^ncy. 

The two ministers also 
reviewed the outcome of the 
Islamic summit held in 
Tehran and reaffirmed the 
need for building on the posi- 
tive results (if that summh and 
its resolutions, especioOy in 
matters connected with the 
image of Islam and relations 
ben^n Islonnc nations with- 
in the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference. 

Th^ also discussed in 
detail bilateral relations and 
agreed on convening the Jor- 


danian-Saudi Arabian Minis- 
terial joint committee during 
die coming month of 
Ramadan. Petra said. Other 
discussions focused on trade 
and joint Jotdanian-Saudi 
Arabian investment projects. 

Dr. Tarawneh is raie to meet 
Sunday with Prince Abdullah 
Ben Abdul Aziz . the Sauefi 
crown prince and Prince 
Salman Ben Abdul Aziz, the 
governor of Riyadh. 

Dr. Tarawneh's visit, which 
was at the invitation of Prince 
Faisal, follows KRH Crown 
Prince Hasson's visit to Saudi 
Arabia last September when 
be met King Fahd and leading 
Saudi officials. Relations 
between Amman and ^ya^, 
strained during the Gulf crisis 
have improved since a meet- 
ing between HLs Majesty 
King Hussein and King Fahd 
in August of 1996. 


Palestinians plan Gaza-W. Bank air link 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Paiestinjan National 

Authority iPNA; is plan- 
ning an air link between the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank. 
Palestinian Aviation Depart- 
ment head Fayez Zairian 
said Saturday. 

The official Palestinian 
news agency WAFA quoted 
Mr. Zaidan as saying that' 
the plans foresee operation 
of an airport in the West 
Bank and the purchase of 


three 35-seat aeroplanes 
and three helicopters. 

Mr. Zaidan said the plan 
to link the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank by air require 
“time and obtaining financ- 
ing.” He did not say 
whether Palestinian offi- 
cials had discussed the sub- 
ject with Israeli authorities. 

The PNA completed an 
airport, terminal and control 
tower in the Gaza Strip 
months ago. but operations 


have been held up by dis- 
putes concerning Israel's 
demand for firm control 
over passengers and cargo 
transiting the facility. 

Palestinian Airlines cur- 
• remly operates out of the 
Egyptian airport of . El 
Arish in the Sinm. 

Palestinians cannot travel 
between the Gaza Snip and 
the West Bank without per- 
mission from Israel. 
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Egyptian court sentences 
three militants to death 


CiMRO (Agencies! — A 
Cairo court sentenced three 
Islamist activists to death 
Saturday for the slayings of 
26 policemen and for plot- 
ting to kill 46 other police- 
men and their families. 

Two of the men — still at 
large — are leaders of 
Gamaa Islamiya. the 
strongest Islamist group 
Hghdng to overthrow 
Egypt's secular govern- 
ment. Rifaat Zeidan and 
Abdul Hamid Osman will 
have to be retried if they are 
captured. 

The third, Hassan Khalifa, 
was wounded while trying 
to kill a policeman. He sat 
handcuffed to a wheelchair 
as the judge read the sen- 
tence for the 1992-93 
killings. 

“Thank God," Khalifa 
said, after hearing the sen- 
tencing. “After I’ve longed 
for this [for so longj, God 
has been kind and granted 
me raanyrdom.” 

The sentences must be 
approved by Egypt's senior 
Islamic cleric, the grand 
mufti, but that is largely a 
formality. Executions in 
Egypt are usually carried 
out by hanging. 

The three were tried along 
with 30 other suspects. 
Judge Ismail Kamdy post- 
poned those sentences until 
Jan. 27. 

Those suspects are 


accused of the 1994 shoot- 
ing attack on a bus carrying 
Romanian workers in the 
southern province of Assiut 
that left no one hurt; and a 
1992 attempt to blow up a 
train carrying tourists to 
Lu.xor. the site of many of 
Egypt's most spectacular 
Pharaonic sites. 

The Islamists, dressed in 
white galabiyas or tradition- 
al gowns, broke into chants 
of “Aliohu Akbar." Arabic 
for “God is great" and .songs 
of encouragement for Khal- 
ifa after the sentencing. All 
of the Islamists held copies 
of the Koran, the Muslim 
holy book, in their hands. 

“We feel no fear in dying 
for the cau.se of God." fOiaJ- 
ifa said. “Prison and execu- 
tion will not shake our faith 
in Islam." 

The Islamists have waged 
a five-year campaign aimed 
at overthrowing Egypt's 
secular government and 
replacing it with Islamist 
rule. More than 1.150 peo- 
ple, mostly police and 
Islamists, have died since 
the group stepped up its 
fight in 1992. 

“Islam will continue until 
God makes it victorious, 
and until Egypt is under 
Islam." I^^fa told 
reporters as police tried to 
clear the courtroom. 

Members of the Jamaa 
Islamiya have recently 


appeared divided os to 
whether to implement a uni- 
lateral ceasefire or increase 
attacks. 

Six gunmen belonging to 
Gamaa Islamiya opened fire 
at the Pharaonic temple of 
Hatshepsut in Luxor on 
Nov. 17. killing 58 tourists. 

There have been several 
statements reportedly from 
the group clainung and 
denying responsibility for 
the Lu.xor attack. 

Rifai Ahmad Taho, one of ' 
the group's hardline leaders 
based in Afghanistan, has 
denied that Gamaa Islamiya 
had pledged to stop attacks 
against tourists, the Lon- 
don-based Islamic media 
monitor reported Saturday. 

Sucb statements were 
“lies from beginning to 
end." Mr. Taha was quoted 
as saying. 

The group said that Mr. 
Taha c^led their London 
office to issue his remarks. 

Also on Saturday, security 
forces announced the anest 
of 42 members of the 
Gamaa Islamiya in a week 
of raids on three northern 
provinces. 

The suspects were said to 
be "collaborators" of fugi- 
tive Islamist leader Munir 
Mii^afa Abdul Hafez, who 
was killed in a police shoot- 
out in mid-December, 
police said. 

They are accused of 


attempting "to revive the 
activities of the Gamaa 
Tslamiya and enrolling new 
recruiK," a police 
spokesman said. 

Abdul Hafez was killed in 
a pre-dawn shootout with 
police on Dec. 13 in the 
northern Delta region of 
Tanta during a raid on his 
hideout 

He had been sentenced to 
death for the 1993 murder 
of Mohammad Al Shimi, 
Che then security chief in 
Asyut, a Gomua stronghold. 

In another development. 
President Hosni Mubarak 
has ratified death sentences 
passed in October against 
three Islamist activists for 
plotting to blow up Khan AI 
Khalili. Cairo's oldest mar- 
ket, and kill police officers, 
police officios said speak- 
ing on condition of 
anonymity. 

Two of the Islamist 
activists were sentenced in 
absentia. The third. Adel Ali 
Bayoomi Al Sudani, is in 
custody. Al Sudani is a 
leader of Gamaa Islamiya 's 
military wing. 

President Mubarak rati- 
fied the sentences Thursday. 
Defendants in military trials 
can only appeal ±eir sen- 
tences to the president and 
must do so within 15 days 
of his granting approval of 
Che sentence. 


27 villagers killed in Algeria’s Tiaret region 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Twenty- 
seven people were kill^ 
overnight in a village in the 
Tiaret region, 200 kilometres 
southwest of the capital, 
indepeadent newspapers 
rented on Saturday. 

The victims, members of 
three families, had their 
chroais cut and were mutilat- 
ed in the remote hamlet of 
Zbuabria. 

In the same region, up to 
120 people were I^led in two 
massacres in the villages of 
Sidi Landri and M'ghila on 
Tuesday night, privately- 
owned newspapers report^ 
Thursday. Security forces put 
the official toll at 48. 

Among the rictims in the 
latest atrocity was a 21-day- 
old baby boy found with his 
throat cut on his mother's lap. 
The mother had herself been 


mutilated \\ith on axe. 

Papers also reported that 
three membeni of the auto- 
defence groups set up to 
allow viUagers to protect 
themselves were killed 
Thursday afternoon when a 
bomb e.xpIoded at Sidi AJi, 
near Lari^ southeast Alge- 
ria. 

The men had been inspect- 
ing a 'school when a bomb 
placed in the head teacher's 
office exploded. 

Following recent mas- 
sacres, loc^ military com- 
mander General Kamel 
Abderrahmane offered vil- 
lagers last Wednesday the 
choice of weapons or seeking 
safety in town. 

Papers on Saturday also 
reported that security forces 
had renewed operations 
against Islamist filters in 


the run-up to Ramadan, the 
holy month when onacks tra- 
didonaUy increase. 

The largest operaUon took 
place in the Bouzegza moun- 
tains near Algiers where 
dozens of extremists were 
killed, according to the daily 
newspaper L'Auihentique. 

Elsewhere security forees 
surrounded an armed group 
in the south-east of Algiers, 
while at Oran a bomb-mak- 
ing factory was found and 
destroyed, according to the 
newspaper. 

Violence has been escaJoi- 
ing since Wednesday, raising 
fears of a particularly bloody 
Ramadan ahead. 

Ramadan, the lunar month 
of fasting that celebnites sac- 
rifices and commemorates 
the buttles of the prophet 
Mohammad, is considered by 


many Islamists as propidous 
for "jihad" or holy war. 

Between 92 and 1 3 1 people 
were slaughtered overnight 
Tuesday in attacks in Algiers 
and on two villages in Tiaret. 
according to press figures, 
although authoridev gave the 
number killed as 59. 

In addition three pec^ie 
were murdered Wednesday 
in three attacks at Bouzarea 
near Algieni. the press report- 
ed 

More than 120 were killed 
the previoiLs week in other 
attacks. 

Amnesty Intemadonof esti- 
mates that more than 80.000 
people ha\*e died in an armed 
Islamist rebellion since 1992. 
when the army blocked an 
election victory by the now- 
banned I.slumic Salvation 
Front (CI.A!. 


HAMAS ANNIVERSARY: Masked Hamas activists on Friday march in Gaza Strip in a rally marking (he 10th 
anniversary of the Islamic Resistance MovemenL Hamas was founded by Sheikh Ahmad Yassin at the begio- 
ning of the Palestinian intifada (Reuters photo) 


Iraq calls on Turkey to 
withdraw from north 


BAGHDAD (AIT) — Iraq 
demanded Friday thotTurkey 
withdraw immediately from 
its northern tenitory and 
stressed that it could take 
measures to protect the urea. 

A foreign ministry 
spoke.<sman “called on the 
Turkish government to witli- 
draw its troops immediately 
from Iraq's territory, and to 
refrain from such trcttoas that 
contradict the most basic 
principles of ^ood neigh- 
bourly relu0i^n.s and 
international law." 

"Iraq reserves the right to 
take meusures aimed at pro- 
tecting iUi territory and 
notional sovereignty," -the 
spokesman said, according to 
the official IN A news agency. 

Turkey's Anniolia new.s 
agency said Friday that w;tr- 
plones raided positions of 
separatist Turkish Kurds in 
northern Iraq and u ground 
operation was also being 
launched in Iraqi lerrilory. 

The KurUi.stan Workers' 
Party' (PKK). which imun- 
luias rear Ixises in northern 
Iraq, are fighting for a Kur- 


dish homeland in southe:u>t- 
em Turkey. 

'The Iraqi foreign ministry 
spokesman said: “It is nomtal 
that the instability existing in 
northern Iraq would have 
repercussions on the neigh- 
bouring Turkish regions." 

“But it is neither nomial 
nor logical for the Turkish 
government to ignpre the 
main reason behind the in.stu- 
bility. namely the militury 
interference of the United 
.Stales and Britain and Uieir 
intelligence .seivices." the 
.spokesman »id. 

"ll is dso obnormiti for tlie 
Turkish govepiment to I'acili- 
taie this inicrleruiicc by 
renewing the presence of the 
forces' of the U.S. and 
Britain, he added. 

The Turki.sh parliament 
Thursday renewed the man- 
date for tlie U.S.-Briti.sh 
operation Northern Watch. 
tsLsked with enforcing a no- 
fly /one o\cr u northern Iraqi 
region conirnlied by Iraqi- 
KurJisli groups in defiunce 
of Baghdad. 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Sphinx is finally free of the 
scaffolding tliat caged the 
4.6(X>-year-old limestone 
monument during seven 
years of painstaking restora- 
tion work. 

"The restoration work 
which started in 1990 ended 
on Dec. 12 and two days ago 
the scaffoldings came 
down." Ahmad Al Haggar, 
director of antiquities for the 
Pyramids region on the out- 
skirts of Cairo, said on Satur- 


Sphinx free from scaffolding after seven years 


day. 

"One hundred thousand 
stones were used between 
19SMJ and 1997 to restore the 
Sphinx," Mr. Haggar said, 
adding that experts lefi the 
d:uiiaged face of the half-lion 
half-man culos.sus 

untouched. 

A star-studded ceremony is 
planned for early 1 998 to cel- 
ebrate the end of the restora- 


tion work ahead of the stat- 
ue's 4.600th birthday in 
March, he said. 

Known in .Arabic as Abu Al 
Hoi tThe Father of Terrori. 
Egypt's most famous monu- 
ment along with the three 
PvTaniids of Giza which it 
guards was cut in limestone 
and stands 20 meters tall and 
57 meters long. 

Restoration of the SfMax. 


which has sulTered from ero- 
sion and damage through 
undeiground water, w as car- 
ried out by Egyptian experts 
in line with recommenda- 
tions by the California-based 
Paul Getty institute. 

The Sphinx, erected during 
the fourth dvmsty' from 
2630-2.5IX) B.C.. represents 
King Khephien and original- 
ly wore a royal head-dress 


bearing a cobra and a fal.se 
beant a sign of virility 
among the pharaohs anil 
gods. 

Two legends have grown 
up oixiund the di.siippearance 
of the features. 

According to oik‘. 
Napoleon Boraipade ordered 
his nmiy lo bombard tlie 
imposing .statue which he 
retnuded as a chalicnce to his 


might during a French expe- 
dition to Eaypt from 1798 m 
isni. 

Bonaparte succeeded in 
destroying the nosi.*. anil 
beard, and legend has it his 
subsequent downfall was due 
to die curse of the Sphinx. 

TIk* other story' claims that 
a Muslim in the Falimid era 
of 969-1071 believed the 
Spliinx represented a p.ngan 
cult denounced by Islam and 
aliucked tlie nose and beard 
with an axe. 


Tlirkish forces kill 
18 Kurdish rebels 


DIY.ARBAKIR (AFP) — 
Tuikish security forces have 
killed 18 separatist Kurdish 
rebels in fighting in the coun- 
try’s troubled southeast over 
the past tw'o duy.s. officials 
.said Saturday. 

Amiy troops, who on Fri- 
day launch^ a [urge-scale 
campaign in Gabar mouniains 
near the Iraqi border, killed 16 
members of the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour P-ony (PKK) 
in (WO day.s of clashes, u 
regional security official told 
A^ in thLs southeastern city. 

In a related devektpmenL 


special police units raiding a 
home here shot to death tu-u 
other Kurdish rebels in.Mik. 
the official said. 

The two PKK memhen 
were killed and a policeman 
was injured during a brief 
shootout in a central distiicL 

Despite frequent clasle> 
between PKK rebels and 
security forces in mountain- 
ous ureas in the southeast. thi« 
was the first such incident in 
the centre of Diyurbokir. a dn 
of one million people, in 
recent montlis. 


Detained German part of 
Hizbollah’s European unit 


TEL .AVIV (AP) — A 26- 
yeur-old German uccu.sed of 
planning a suicide bombing in 
Lraei belonged to u unit of 
w-ould-be assailonis recruited 
in Europe by the I.slamisi 
group Hizbollah. an Israeli 
newspaper said Friday. 

The unit was e.siablished 
two jeurs ago with the goal of 
recruiting peiiple witli a Euro- 
pean appearance who would 
cany out utiacks in Israel, ihe 
Ycdioi daily said. 

Stephan Josef Sniyrek of 
Braunschweig, a young Ger- 
mun held in Israel since Nov. 
28. was pan of that unit, the 
newspaper said. 

Smyrek wa.s charged Thurs- 
day with plotting a suicide 
attack In l.srael. However, his 
lawyer. Daniel .Assan. said the 
case against his clieni wa.s 
weak. 

Mr. A.s.son .said SmvTek w;ls 


held in solitary confinement 
for three weeks, and that dur- 
ing that time he was nni 
uJ lowed to contact a lawyer cr 
the German embassy in Tel 
Aviv. 

"1 would say the condition' 
under which he was held arr 
fertile ground for producing- 
faJ.se confession, eitfw 
becau.se he was forced i'’- 
because of hi.s character '"t 
because he is one of ihos’ 
people who want to commn 
suicide or to have ihenvel'C'; 
imprisoned," Mr. Assan 
the .Assixriaicd Press. 

.A ban on reporting on ih- 
case was lifted niursday. after 
Ihe inJiciment was subniiikd- 

Smyrek arrived in I-srael 
late November, following 
stopover in .Amstenlani wiwf 
he was detained for se'i'™ 
hours ar the airport by Puicn 
police. Mr. A.ssan said 


IORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 77.?///-/y 
PROGRAMME 'OVO 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


■ 14:10 

.The Fink Panther 

I 1 . 1 -Xft 


1 15:00 


’ 15:30 
; 16 : 30 . 
17:00 
' 19:00 

.American ^an SKow 

French Pn>grammcs 
- News in Fre'nch 

1 19:30 
19:35 
1 20:00 
! 7 n^xfi 


..Cinema Cinema Cinema 


: 77 .*na 

News in English 

, 22:30 
; 23:15 

.The Jewel in the Crown 

I PRAYER TIMES 

1 03 : 07 . 

I 


1 11 : 37 . 
: 14 : 21 . 
' 16 : 44 . 


1 18 : 07 . 

./Isha 


CHIIRCHES 

1 

' St Mai? of Nazareth Church 
'SweifieiC Tel. 810740 
' Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
; W2785. 

I St Joseph Church Tel. 62-i.^90 
j Church of the Annunication 
‘ Tel. 637-WO. 


De la Salle Church Tel. (Y>1757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
.Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771.^31. 

.Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tcl. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim ChunJi Tel. 771751. 
Amifian International Church 
Tel.865S97 

Evai^teUcal Lutheran Church 
Tcl. 82-4328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congr^cition Tcl. 6S8404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tci. 
654932. 

Churdi of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tcl. 811295 

Engli.sh-.speoking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WXATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Depart- 
ment of Metetmtlogy 
SkicN will iv paitly cloudy with a 
chance of scattered shews ns tn the 
early hours of (he nioming. \\ inUs 
will be souiheasierly axxienjie. In 

.Aqnha skies will bo ponly cloudy, 
winds will be .soulheasteriy moder- 


ate and Mra.s calm. 

MiiL/Max. temp. 

.Amman. 6/14 

.Aqaba. 12/22 

R^rts - 4/16 

Jordan Valley 12/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 
.Amman 13. Aqaba 22 Humidity 
readings: .Amman 55 per cenL 
Aqaba 38 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. KbaDd M'addL. 661144 

Dr. Bassam Karaddidi 759200 

Dr. Salman Dabouhl 776751 

Dr. Ramzi Masawi 89478S 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy T78.L36 

Al .Asema pharnucy 637055 

Nuiroukh pharmacy 62.3672 

Al Salam phamucy b.'67.30 

Yaonib pharmacy <'44945 

Shmeisani phaimacy 6.3766t> 

Najib pharmaev 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Faw^.AbulHatia 152970 

Al (Juds phurmao I— » 

ZARQA: 


Dr. l.sma'il Tailawi 90.3460 

Khalifeh phaimacy 9854] 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre (i.37il ! 

Cnil Defence D^otmait /-61 1 1 i 

Cirii Defence Immediate Rescue 

63<I34| 

Civil Defence Emergencx’. I ^ 

Rckik Pbtice--. 1 91 62 11 1’l . 6.T7777 

Fire Biicjde 617(01 

Blood Bonk..... 775 1 2 1 

Highway Police S43402 

TrafTiO ^licc- ,.89h390 

Public Security Dept 630.321 

Hotel ComplainL« 6O580<) 

Price Complaint^ 66 1 1 76 

>^akr& Scvot^Cnmplans _i^)?467 
Amman Municipality Complairas 

.’. 787111 

Teiephv^ne Information i directory 

awivtance) 121 

0\'cr>>cas Calls .UlOlVt 

Central Amnun TcIeNwnc 

Repairs 613101 

.AhdaliTcl. Repairs <i(ilini 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water .Authority' 680 1 (X) 

J. Electricity .Authority SI5615 

Electric Pt'werCo f,..636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alta Inil. Airpon Q8'5320i) 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Huwdn Mcdkail Centre ...St 38 1 .V32 

Khalidi Maicmily <>4428 l/h 

.Akiteh Nfaicmiiy. 642-441/2 

Jahoi .Ainmun Maternity ...642.VO 

Maihas. J. Aminuii 636140 

Palestine. .Shmeisani 6i r7i)7 ] 

.Shmeisini Hospiuil fi<'''tl3l 

University Hospital 845845 

AI*Muas|ier Hiopiial ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali f>6<'l2<i/37 

Al-Ahlt, .Abdali 664 164/6 

iluliun. .Al-Miihairccn ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army.Marka Xy|<ill/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/.so 

Anial Hospital <>74155 

The Arab Centre lor Heart and 

Special Suigciy' 86519'.* 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Go\l. Hospital 

109108332? 

Zurqa Naiiona! Hiwpiial 

(lW)»J(K15hll 

Ibn Sin .1 HospiUil HI‘M9867.3: 

•Al Hiknta Modem Ho«,piiai 

iU‘.»l9‘.*tW‘Xl 

IRBID: 

Pnneess Basnui Hitspital 

1021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

«i2 1272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(021247100 


.AQABA: 
Princess 
(03)3141 i: 


H,iy.i Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Ihis iiifnnihiiiini h supplU\l hv 
Jonltinuiii (kJl iiifoniintinn 
ilf/nmiiu'in ar /hr iHu-cn Alin 
//ilL'muritvuil .Aiqkfft Tel. i44) 
wlten- it dimld uhuiva Iv 
yfrilU-J. lulonmiioii lUi tihi rfliahh 
iUn />>' .\it/>plh'if •>n plunv (-/^l 
I.‘52W| 

ARRIVAI^ 

Royal Jordanian ( RJ l KligliLs 

08:05 Uimaca (KJ) 

08:25 Bomb:iy(RJi 

08:.35 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran. Rivadh ( RJ ) 

09-.30 Osikii-BnngknkiRJi 

09:45 ...(Xiku-Rangkok-DuKii iRJ) 

09:50 Dubai.AbuDhahiiRJ) 

10:-10 Beirut (RJ) 

I6:0U -....Madrid fRJ) 

16:45 New York. Arnstenlam (RJ i 

17:00 Bnissels (RJi 

17:05 Pans(RJi 

17:45 btndoitiRJ) 

18:05 AthcnsiRJi 


19:10 ... 


19:40 


31:40 ... 

Frankfurt. Milan (RJ) 

22:50 .... 


24:05 .... 


Jcdd.ihiRJ» 

Other Flights 

03:25 .... 


10:00 e..r,n.. .iV. 

IIHMI ... 



•2:25 Bahrain iGFi 

13:00 Mnsc«'iw iSU) 

15:00 DohaiQRi 

17:45 Jeddah t.SV'i 

20:00 TcI.AuviLYj 

20:10 Beimt (.ME) 

20:40 Cairi'iMSi 

23:10 Istanbul tTKi 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RWi 

09:05 Amman (Q.AIA kRWi 

09:.^ AminamMarkaAirpuniiRWi 

17:20 .TclAsiv iRWi 

18:30 Amm:ui(Q.AIAiiR\Vi 

21s20 AqahjfRWj 

22:50 AininanrMarkj.AirponMRw i 

DEPARTirRES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:00 Beirut iRji 

lOi-30 FninkfuntRJi 


10:50 Aqaba. Vienna iW' 

ll;(l0 Ri>mc‘W’ 

11:15 RonxMRl’ 

11:30 .Tunis. Casablao:'** 

12:15 _Londwfld^' 

12:20 .Athens iRJ' 

I2i.30 ....Amsterdam. New Yivkd^' 

20:10 CaimiW' 

20:15 New Delhi 'W' 

20:50 JcdiUhiW‘ 

21:00 Jcddah'Kl’ 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. DuKiiiR-' 

22i30 Bangkok 

22:45 Sanaa 

2.^:00 Abu Dhabi. Kuta Lumrof 

23:00 -Jakarta 'W' 

00:15 Damascus flw' 

Other Flights 

03:00 Aihens'P^ 

(M:20 RoiiK'*^' 

0fi:15 BetrtiU^®' 

06:40 Beirut, 

07:50 -..Lffluk’n'Pj 

1J:00 Sanaa^^ 

13:15 J)oha‘ki< 

14:50 

16:00 Di'ba 'CJ:; 

19:15 Jeddah 'J 

21:20 .Tcl.Asi' 

21:40 ...._ ...Cain'i^*' 

Royal tRAV) , 

06:^ Amman I Marta Airp***’' 

08:15 

09J0 .Amman (QAlA.*'Kj. 

15:45 AmmanlMartaAifp*^'' 

17:55 TcIAm''JJ, 

20 JO .... Amman (QAIA‘'J 
21:50 
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PRINCESS MEETS CHILDREN: Her Royal Highness Princess Rania Saturday 
meets at the Royal Court with a number of children from the Hamzeh Ben AJ Hus- 
sein School. The children offered Princess Rania the shield of the Circassian Soci- 
ety for Women on the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's 62nd birthday. Also 
attending the meeting were the school's headmistress, Nihad Nagouj, and its teach- 
ing staff (Petra photo) 

Lower House to continue 
debate on draft customs law 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment today will resume its 
discussion of the draft 
customs law that was 
referred to it by the gov- 
ernment. 

Discussion started last 
Wednesday, when the 
deputies endorsed 50 arti- 
cles of the draft law that 
had been debated by the 
previous 12th Parliament. 

A total of 137 articles 
out of the law's 258 have 
so far been endorsed, 
according to Parliament 
sources. 

Meanwhile, sources said 
the government will in 
due course refer draft 
Laws on political parties, 
professional associations, 
and press and publications 
to the House. 


RJ opens 


The concerned minister- 
ial committees next week 
will begin examination of 
these drafts before they 
can be referred to Parlia- 
ment. the sources stated. 

There is a difference of 
opinion among the Cabi- 
net members over the 
draft elections law. which 
was drawn up by the Min- 
istry of Interior, according 
to the sources. 

While Minister of Inte- 
rior Nathir Rashid sup- 
ports the idea of can- 
celling the quota system, 
which grants a specific 
number of seats in Parlia- 
ment to Christians and 
Circassians, other minis- 
ters insist on keeping it, 
the sources said. Both 
sides, however, reject the 
idea of a quota for 


women, they added. 

In addition to cancelling 
the quota sy.stem, Mr. 
Rashid suggested dividing 
Jordan into 80 electoral 
districts and lowering the 
voting age from 19 to 18. 

As for the draft law on 
political parties. the 
sources said the Ministry 
of Interior suggested that 
the required number of 
initial members be at least 
500 rather than 50 at pre- 
sent. Other provisions of 
the proposed law include 
authorising the Ministry 
of Interior to freeze any 
political pany should dis- 
putes appear among its 
leaders and requiring that 
each party win at least 
one seat in Parliament 
after every one or two. 
elections. 


annual marketing 
conference today 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Royal Jordanian (RJ), the 
national air carrier, today 
\rill hold its annual mar- 
keting and sales confer- 
ence in Amman for RJ 
offices in the Middle East. 
North Africa, and the Gulf 
regions. 

RJ Vice President for 
Commercial Affairs Majdi 
Sabri said the meeting, 
which will be opened by 
President and CEO Nader 
Dababi. w'ill evaluate the 
performance of the offices 
in these three regions, 
their marketing plans for 
1998, and ways for deal- 
ing with the current com- 
petition in the air trans- 
port industry. 

Noting that RJ has been 


WHAT' 
GOING 


I EXHmrnoNs 

' * Display of Bani Hami- 

I da bandicrafts (rug^ cush- 
! ions, and wall hangings) ax 
I Bam Hamida House, 
I Jabal Amman (Tel. 
' 658696/7}, until Jaa 5. 

* “Modem Bulgarian 
Aif at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street 
(TeL 5537598), until Jan. 
5. 

* Wodcs by aboit a hun- 
dred artists from Iraq, 
Syria, Sudan, Lebanon, 
and Jordan at Hammurabi 
Alt Galleiy, Gardens 
Street, until ftb. 20 (Tel. 
5536098). 

* Exiubiocn of prints by 
Aigeiiao artist Rashid 
Koraishi and calligraphy 
^ Iraqi atdst Hassan 
Massoudi, inspired by tbe 
poems of Mahmoud Dar- 
wish, at Darat A1 Funun. 
Jabal Wtibdeh, until Dec. 
31. Also displaying paint- 
ings by Jordaoiian aitist 
Nasr Abdul Aziz, and 
works by coniemptwary 
Arab artists. 


holding regional confer- 
ences for similar purpos- 
es. Dr. Sabri said in the 
past week an RJ meeting 
was held in Bangkok to 
assess marketing and 
sales in the southeast Asia 
and Indian subconiineot 
regions. 

Dr. Sabri, who chaired 
the regional meetings 
elsewhere, said the kl 
regional office managers 
in Bangkok focused on 
means of coping with the 
financial and economic 
crisis that swept the coun- 
tries in southeast Asia and 
the ensuing devaluation of 
local currencies and 
decline in air transpon 
operations. 

The recent economic 


crises in these nations led 
to a downsizing of 
tourism operations and a 
drop in the number of 
tourists visiting the Jor- 
danian region for reli- 
gious purposes, such as 
visiting Jerusalem and the 
burial sites of the com- 
panions of the Prophet 
Mohammad and perform- 
ing the pilgrimage to 
Mecca, he said. 

At the Bangkok meet- 
ing, RJ offices were 
instructed on means of 
increasing ticket sales to 
increase revenues and 
reducing the negative 
effects resulting from the 
devaluation of local cur- 
rencies, according to Dr. 
Sabri. 


News In Brief 


VTC, women’s forum 
, sign 

I AMM.AN (Petra) — An 
! agreement was signed at 
' the Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) Satur- 
day between the corpora- 
tion and the Jordanian 
National Forum for 
Women (JNFW). The 
agreement aims at bolster- 
ing cooperation between 
the two parties and at 
exchanging expertise. The 
agreemeai was signed by 
VTC Director General Ali 
Nasrallah and the JNFW 
Secretary General May 
Abul Samn. 

Minister inspects schools 

AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Education and 
Higher Education Munther 
Masri Saturday paid an 
inspection tour to some 
schools in the Amman 


govemorate. Dr. Masri's 
tour included visits to Abu 
Firas Hamadani and Tla’ 
A1 Ali schools, where he 
was briefed by Deputy 
Assaf Assaf on the condi- 
tions of both schools, 
which were established in 
1958. 

Yoghurt factory opens 

MA'AN (Petra) — Jordan 
Cooperative Corporation 
(JCC) Director General 
Khaled Tayyeb Saturday 
opened the Qurian Cooper- 
ative Society's yoghurt 
factory, which was estab- 
lished with assistance from 
the World Food Pro- 
gramme and JCC. Mr. 
tayyeb addressed the audi- 
ence and emphasised the 
factory will be operated by 
Jordanian men and women 
to produce cheese, dried 
yoghurt and yoghurt, and 
other dairy piquets. 


Correction 

The caption accompanying the Christmas/Rama^ 
picture on page three of the Dec. 25-26 (^orsday-Fn- 
dav) edition was incorrect The scene was from the New 
English School and not the Modem English School, as 
was reported. The Jordan Times regrets any inconve- 
niences caused by this error. 


Jordan, Iraq open talks on Kingdom’s 
1998 oil supplies, joint projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Iraq Saturday opened 
talks in Baghdad on the 
Kingdom's crude oil and oil 
product supplies for 1998 as 
well as joint oil-related pro- 
jects and the creation of a 
joint oil company. 

After the first round of 
negotiations. Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Mohammad 
Saleh Hourani, the head of 
the Jordanian team to the 
talks, said under the 1997 
oil protocol, Iraq supplied 
4.2 million tonnes of crude 


Delegation 

formed 

for Arab 

interior 

ministers 

meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — JcHdon 
will take p^ in a meeting of 
the Council of Arab Interior 
Ministers in Tunis on Jan. 4 
to discuss cooperation among 
Arab states in securio'-related 
Issues, accerding to an 
announcement Saturday. 

Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid will lead Jordan's del- 
egation to the meeting and 
will deliver an address 
reflecting the country's con- 
cept of comprehensive secu- 
rity. The speech will cover 
regional and international 
cooperation in security-relat- 
ed affairs, including matters 
of righting crime and various 
fcHTns of extremism. 

Mr. Rashid will be accom- 
panied by a delegation repre- 
senting the Ministry of Interi- 
or. Including Secretary Gen- 
eral Hashem Sabbagh. and 
the Public Security Depart- 
meoL 

During the regular session, 
(he Cabinet decided to form a 
steering coraminee to super- 
vise the preparations for the 
19^ Ai^ Games, which 
Jordan mil host The com- 
mittee will be chaired by 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Development Affairs and 
Miiuster of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad 
Anani. 

The Cabinet apfxoved Jor- 
dan's participation in a 
tourism fair to be held in 
Geneva on May 12 and 
another meeting by travel and 
tourist agents in the U.S. to be 
held in Los Angeles next 
October. 

The Cabinet decided to 
exen^ public share bolding 
.companies that deal widi 
expt^ from inceme tax and 
social services taxes. 


oil and oil products to Jor- 
dan, a nearly seven per cent 
increase over the 1996 fig- 
ure. 

Dr. Hourani said Jordan is 
seeking to increase 199$ oil 
imports from Iraq by at least 
seven per cent over the 1 997 
figures. 

More than 3,000 oil tanker 
trucks transport the crude 
oil and oil products from 
Iraq to Jordan ar the rate of 
4^ trucks a day. he said, 
adding that the total trans- 
port costs amounted to $50 
million. 


.According to Dr. Hourani. 
the two sides plan to discuss 
a number of oii-related pro- 
jects under the present oil 
protocol, including creating 
an oil sendees company, 
engaging Iraqi experts to 
help develop uhe Jordanian 
A1 Risheh oil fields, laying a 
pipeline to carry' oil from 
Ir^ to Jordan, and estab- 
lishing a rerioety at Aqaba. 

The head of the Iraqi dele- 
gation, Oil Minister Amer 
Mohammad Rashid, said 
Iraq will continue to supply 
Jordan with aJIl its crude oil 


and oil products needs and 
is ready to cany out joint 
oil-related plans and estab- 
ii.sh a joint oil company with 
the Kingdom. 

Iraq will grant priority to 
oil companies from friendly 
nations to conclude con- 
tracts in accordance with the 
food-for-oil scheme, 
according to the Iraqi minis- 
ter. 

Jordon currently imports 
between 75.0(X) and 80,000 
barrels of crude oil per day 
from Iraq, under the terms 
of a 1997 protocol. 


Last year, Iraq a^ed to 
give Jordan $.300 million in 
free oil supplies and sell the 
rest at below-market rates in 
repayment of an old debt. 

The U.N. has allowed Jor- 
dan to continue receiving oil 
supplies from Iraq because 
Amman has no other 
sources of supply at conces- 
sionary terms. Jordan sup- 
plied Iraq with U.N.-autho- 
rised goods and sera'ices 
worth $223 million under 
the 1997 protocol but is 
hoping to increase the vol- 
ume of exports next year. 


19-y ear-old acquitted of murder 
charges after 15 months in jail 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Reporter 

AMMAN — A 19-year- 
old Jordanian held 15 
months in jail walked out 
of court a free man Satur- 
day after being acquitted 
of charges of premeditated 
murder. 

The court tribunal cited 
lack of evidence in the 
case of Mithqal Athamat, 
who was tried for the pre- 
meditated murder of Pri- 
vate Ali Mahmoud. 23. in 
the Mafraq Army Division 
in June 27, 1996. The 
charge could have carried 
the death penalty. 

The defendant also faced 


charges of using forged 
documents and cany'ing an 
illegal weap>an. 

The court, headed by 
Judge Abdul Hantid Sa'ad 
and including Judges 
Yassin Abdullat and 
Ahmad Khatib. said the 
prosecution failed to pro- 
vide .solid evidence to 
indict the defendant. 

“We cannot convict a 
person based on suspi- 
cion.s.” said the tribunal. 

The court also said the 
prosecution witness had 
failed to ‘'positively identi- 
fy" the defendant as the 
person they saw on the eve 
of the crime. 

Court-appointed defence 


lawyer Mohammad Zuhair 
Kayed. in an interview 
with the Jordan Times, 
hailed the court ruling as 
“an excellent verdict." but 
expressed dismay over the 
long period of time his 
client had to spend in jail 
and the court's refusal to 
free him on bail. 

"The Jaw does not give 
my client the right to ask 
for compensation for the 
time he has wasted in 
prison." he said. 

According to court docu- 
ments. the victim's col- 
leagues found Mahmoud 
stabbed to death during 
guard duty at his army unit 
in Mafraq. They later told 


interrogators that they saw 
a man wearing a shirt 
bearing the letter “M" flee 
the scene. 

The court said police 
seized the defendant three 
months later after finding 
a document that belonged 
to the victim in his posses- 
sion. Police also found a 
shin with the letter “M“ on 
it. 

But in court, the defen- 
dant who claimed that he 
was subjected to tenure by 
the authorities, denied 
being the killer. 

He said he found the vic- 
tim's document in the 
street and handed it over to 
the army division. 


NCP suspends member for allegedly 
attacking party on Israeli television 


By Lola M. Keilaui 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A leading local 
party that supports Jordan's 
1994 peace treaty with 
Israel has frozen the mem- 
bership of journalist Tayseer 
Paris after he used tbe Jew- 
ish state's television to 
attack the group, a party 
officia] S£ud Saturday. 

Hakam Kheir, spokesper- 
son for the pro-estabush- 
ment National Constitution- 
al Party (NCP). said the 
decision was taken after Mr. 
Paris “carried out political 
activities in Israel without 
consulting tbe party.*' 

However. political 

activists said the decision, 
which contradicted the 
party's pro- peace charter, 
was made to fend off grow- 
ing criticism by Jordan's 
vocal opposition of plans by 
Mr. Paris to set up a pro- 
Israel newspaper. 

The Islomist-led opposi- 
tion is seeking to block all 
forms of normalisation with 


Israel to weaken the contro- 
versial treaty, which has 
divided man\' Jordanians. 

Mr. Kheir told the Jordan 
Times that Mr. Paris made 
the visit without getting 
party approval and used 
Israeli television to attack 
the party's policies. 

“He was extremely critical 
of the party for not support- 
ing his bid to establish ±e 
pro-Israel newspaper in Jor- 
dan," Mr. Kheir added. 

Paris' bid to set up the 
newspaper vvith ftinding 
i^m Israeli investors drew a 
barrage of criticism from 
opposition parlies as well as 
independent leaders, includ- 
ing former deputies Leith 
Shbeilat and Toujan Faisal. 

Ali Farid Saad. president 
of the NCP central council, 
said the 360-strong body 
will meet soon to discuss the 
possibility of expelling Mr. 
Paris from the NCP, a coali- 
tion of nine centrist political 
groups that is represented in 
the 80-seat Parliament by 
two deputies. 


“The issue is that he vio- 
lated the party's by-laws by 
visiting a foreign country 
nsrael] without authorisa- 
tion from the NCP and issu- 
ing political declarations 
without being delegated to 
. do so." Mr. Saad told the 
Jordan Times. 

Mr. Paris recently decided 
to quit his job at the NCP's 
mouthpiece AJ Nahda news- 
paper. He was not immedi- 
ately available forcommenL 

Sources close to the party 
said the NCP was apparent- 
ly forced to act against Mr. 
Paris due to mounting pres- 
sure by the opposition to 
thwart the pro-Israeli news- 
paper. 

“It was a well-known fact 
w'ithin the parry that Mr. 
Paris was preparing to 
launch this newspaper 
months earlier." said one 
source. “But it was Mr. 
Shbeilat and Ms. Faisal who 
put focus on this issue dur- 
ing a meeting of opposition 
groups held at the Profes- 
sion^ Associations Com- 


plex." added the source. 

'The whole thing is 
intended to resist the pres- 
sure of opposition groups, 
which raised the issue of 
NCP relations with Israe]," 
he said. “It was an immedi- 
ate reacuon...whjch the 
party felt it had to make to 
neutralise the barrage of 
attacks against it." 

The issue of popular con- 
tacts with Israel ha.s been a 
sensitive one for many Jor- 
danians who. despite the 
treaty, still view the Jewish 
state as an enemy because of 
decades of war and rivalry. 

A private visit by Deputies 
Hamadeh Faraaneh and 
Mohammad Raafat to Israel 
last week generated a bar- 
rage of criticism from their 
constituents, local dailies, 
and Parliament. 

The tw'o said their four- 
day visit, during which they 
met with the Knesset (par- 
liament) speaker and others, 
was in response to an invita- 
tion by an Arab-lsraeli 
deputy. 


Refilgee camp residents hold rally protesting deputies’ visit to Israel 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordtm Times 

BAQA' A CAMP — At least 
1,(X)0 participants, mostly 
Islamists. Friday took pan in 
a rally in the Baqa'a refugee 
camp to protest the visit of 
two deputies to Israel nine 
days ago. 

Protesters also held two 
separate sit-ins in AJ Hashi- 
mi and AI Hussein refugee 
camps. 

During the peaceful pro- 
cession. protesters marched 
through different parts of the 
camp, home to 120,000 
refugees, carrying Palestin- 
ian flags and banners 
denouncing the visit and 
urging Parliament to punish 
the MPs. 

The visit of Mohammad 
Ra'afat and Hamadah 
Fara'aneh to Jenisalera drew 
a wide range of criticism 
among Jordanians and espe- 
cially from those who voted 
for the two. 

Mr. Ra'afat, an Islamic 
cleric turned politician, won 
the Baqa'a seat in the Nov. 4 
elections, while his col- 
league was elected in the 
Ajurnan Second district. 

During their visit, the first 
by Jordanian lawmakers 
since the 1994 peace treaty, 
the two MPs met with the 
Speaker of the Israeli Knes- 
set (parliament). Dan 


Tichon. and other MKs. 

Many Jordanian deputies 
have also demanded the dis- 
missal of their colleagues 
from tbe 120-member 
Lower House. 

At the rally, former Parlia- 
ment member Mohammad 
Oweidah told reporters that 
the protest was held to 
express the “will of the peo- 
ple who reject tbe peace with 
Israel." 

‘The two lawmakers do 
not represent our people," he 
said. “The v'lsit has offered 
Israel popular [Jordanian] 
support for the claims of the 
Jews. 

“Israel managed to make 
peace with Arab govern- 
ments but failed to do the 
same with Anti> peoples," 
said Dr. Oweidah, who rep- 
resented ±e camp in the 
12th PaiiiamenL 

Said Diab, secretary gener- 
al of the Popular Democratic 
Party, told the participants 
that the visit was a “shock 
and catastrophe" to the Jor- 
danian and Palestinian peo- 
ples. 

During Friday prayers, 
several Muslim preachers 
criticised (he visit and said it 
was a mistake to vote for Mr. 
Ra'afaL They also lashed out 
at the Jews and criticised the 
peace treaty with Israel. 

Security agents surround- 
ed Mr. Ra’afat's house to 



More than one thousand Palestinian refugees rallv in Al Baqa'a camp Friday to 
protest deputy Mohammad Ra'afet’s visit to tbe Israeli Knesset nine days ago. The 
angry crowd carried banners reading '^Baqa’a camp residents denounce' the visit to 
the Israeli Knesset'* (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


prevent any possible attacks 
by people opposed to his 
visit. 

(2amp leaders also said 
they were busy preparing a 
petition with “thousands of 
signatures of camp resi- 
dents" calling for the dis- 
missal of the two lawmak- 
ers. They added that they 


plan to submit it to Speaker 
of the Lower House Sa'ad 
Hayel Srour. 

In AI Hussein refugee 
camp, police agents sur- 
rounded Abu Hanifah AI 
Nouman mosque to prevent 
worshippers fironi holding a 
rally in the camp. 

Former Islamic Action 


From deputy Abdul Aziz 
Jaber criticis^ the visit and 
said it was not in confomiiiy 
with Islam’s teachings. 

Meanwhile, supporters of 
the two MPs were scheduled 
to hold a rally Saturday 
evening in Amman as a 
“muscle show” of allegiance 
to the two lawmakers. 



4 World News 



Jordan Times, Sunday, December 28, 1^’ 


Japan’s main opposition 
party breaks up ahead of poll 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
main opposition party 
broke up Saturday after one 
of its core factions said it 
would contest upper house 
elections next July on its 
own. 

In a major shift of the 
country's political align- 
ment, New Frontier 
Party iNFPj, the second 
biggesq force in parliament, 
approved its dissolution at 
a meeting of its deputies 
from both houses of parlia- 
ment. ending a tumultuous 
three-year hTstory. 

"We have decided to 
move on difTerent paths as 
separate parties,” NIT 
leader Ichiro Ozawa 
declared at the start of the 
meeting. He was reelected - 
only last week to another 
two-year term as the party’s 
president 

"We will keep on doing 
our utmost to deliver on our 
manifesto to rebuild 
Japan,” said the 55-year- 
old Ozawa, a reputed teck- 
room power broker known 
for his advocacy of strong 
national defence and other 
tough lines. 

The decision was seen as 
a gamble by Mr. Ozawa to 
form a new conservative 


party in a long-shot bid to 
regain power while Prime 
Minister Ryutaro 

Hasltimoto's leadership is 
in tatters over Japan's eco- 
nomic and financial tur- 
moil. 

'The NFP split resulted 
from a plan by its major 
faction. the former 
Buddhist-backed centrist 
party Komeito. to cam- 
paign on its own in the sen- 
ate poll. 

Komeito-Iinked politi- 
cians have been traditional- 
ly supported by Jape's 
biggest religious organisa- 
tion, Soka Gakkai. 

Mr. Ozawa reportedly 
plans to form a new party 
with some 100 deputies 
from both houses of parlia- 
ment. But his power base is 
expected to remain unsta- 
ble without the help of 
Soka Gakkai's organised 
vote. 

'^e cannot afford to wait 
until the new year fto set up 
a new party),” Mr. Ozawa 
told rejwrters. "It is desir- 
able for each of us to spend 
the new year in a clear-cut 
form.” 

'The opposition force 
must become a party which 
can take over the place of 


the Liberal Democratic 
Pany (LDP), and that will 
be the direction we want to 
go." Michihiko Kano, a 
former director general of 
the management and coor- 
dination agency who was 
defeated by Mr. Ozawa in 
last week's NFP leadership 
ballot, said. 

Mf. Ozawa's move may 
heralld the birth of another 
new| party formed by sup- 
porters of Mr. Kano. 

There is also a move 
among stalwarts of Mr. 
Hashmoto's conserv'ative 
LDP to join forces with Mr. 
Ozawa, a former LDP sec- 
retary; general said. 

"If the new party can 
agree with us on policies 
and ideals, we will seek 
partial cooperation from 
them in handling bills in 
parliament." said Yasuhlro 
Nakasone, a former pre- 
mier and one of the LDP'S 
hardline elders. 

"You may call it a practi- 
cal alliance," he said on 
television. 

Mr. Ozawa bolted the 
scandal-hit LDP in 1993 to 
end the party's 38-year sin- 
gle-party rule. He helped 
set up a wide alliance 
which ruled Japan for a 


Reporters group protests expulsion of 
ABN correspondent from Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
An international press watch- 
dog Saturday ctxidemned the 
planned expulsion from 
Cambodia of a Western tele- 
vision conespondent as the 
government hinted the matter 
could be dit^ped with an 
apology. 

Rqxxtcn >^>lthout Borders 
(RSB said the decision to 
expel veteran Canadian jour- 
nalist Ed Htzgerald of Asia 
Business News (ABN) for 
"systematic unfair reporting'* 
ran against the government's 
promises to respect freedom 
■ of press and exj^sion. 

'This decision is in com- 
plete contradiction with the 
cunent words of the 
Ombodian authorities, 
which have affirmed a return 
to democratic practices and 
the restoration of freedoms," 
the Paris-based group said in 
an open letter to powerful 
Second Prime Miniker Hun 
SeiL 

“Reporters Witiiout 
Boidm asks you to use your 
influence so Ed Fitzgerald 
can continue to work in 
Cambodia." the group said, 
asking also for freedom of 
information to be respected. 

Meanwhile Saturday. 

Secretary of State fo* 
Inlbnnation Khieu Kanharith 
said Fic^erald could escape 
Ae expulsion order, due to be 
signed by him Monday, if he 


apologised for Ms reporting 

‘If he apologises. I won't 
sign any letter,*' he said, 
adding that the £qx>Iogy was 
needed to onrect “mistakes" 
in his stories. 

"If be tells me now that he 
will apologise, I will not sign 
Ae letter Monday but wait 
until the end of die week 
before considering whether to 
sign it" 

Fitzgerald said he had still 
received no oflicia] notiflea- 
tion of the expulsion order 
and declined to comment on 
whether be would accept the 
offer. 

Friday, Klueu KanhariA 
said Rtzgerald, 50. the dean 
of the foreign press cerps in 
ClanAodia, wouldbeaskkito 
leave CamboAa as eaiiy as 
next week. 

“Wj will not renew his visa 
and he will not be back again, 
even for the election," he said, 
referring to next July's sched- 
uled polls. He said ABN 
woul(j be allowed to replace 
Fitzgerald wiA another corre- 
spondent but that Fitzgerald 
would not be allowed back 
into Cambodia to work under 
any circumstances. 

Khieu KanhariA said 
ABN's reporting on 
Cambodia had been "system- 
atically" unfair for several 
months. He cited in particular 
a “Year in Review'* sioiy. 
reported by Fitzgerald, which 


began mring on the network 
tlus week. Among other 
things, the story cast doubts 
on wheAer dlambcxlia’s judi- 
cial tystem was independent, . 
citing apparently selecti^^ 
and political] y-motivat^ 
prosecutions, an allegaticMi 
that Khieu KanhariA termed 
"untrue and unfair." 

There were many mis- 
takes," he said, adding he had 
seen the 30-minute pro- 
gramme twice. 

ABN was one of four news 
oiganisations criticised pub- 
licly last week tty Hun Sen for 
giving Cambodia a bad repu- 
tation and .scaring off much- 
needed investment in the 
aflermaA of July's violent 
ouster of co-Premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. Hun 
Sen also named CNN, the 
New York Times and the 
Washington Ifost as offenders 
but only ABN has a corre- 
spondent based permanently 
in Cambodia 

Last week, the gov’emment 
warned boA the national and 
international press it would 
take legal action against them 
if their leportirig was deemed 
to be bias^ The government 
also instructed them to use 
tw'o official sources when 
reporting on any subject 
which could "aflect national 
security ch* political stability.” 
'The two items are covered in 
Cambodia's press law. 


Erosion and 
pollution threaten 
China’s water supply 


KINSHASA (AFP) — Army 
officers completely ran- 
sacked the offices of Elima 
daily in Kinshasa after occu- 
pying Ae premises for over 
two monAk the newspaper's 
diieciOTs said Saturday. 

“Monday Dec. 22, Ae sol- 
diers who were occupying 
the premises illegally sold Ae 
newspaper's cars, furniture 
and all the printing equip- 
meoL Wednesday th^ start- 
ed tearing down doors and 
windows,” newspaper chief 
executive Thy Rene 
Essolomwa said in a state- 
menL 

The militaiy also looted the 
pfintshop in Ae same build- 
ing, forcing 150 employees 
out of work. 

Elima's owners have decid- 
ed to “once again ask 
President Laurent-Desire 
I^ila to quickly find a solu- 
tion to this problem, which is 
a clear violkion of the rights 
of property, of the press, and 
of man." 

The miliiaiy gave no rea- 
son for their action against 
the paper, the owners said. 


BEUING (AFP) — Soil ero- 
sion and ":q>palling'' river 
pollution thiraten 
wiA a serious water shortage 
and catastrophic floods in 
Ae coming decades, a parlia- 
mentarian said Saturday in a 
speech marked by dire pre- 
Actions Aat are unusual for 
a seoiOT Chinese official. 

‘The chances are growing 
(hat China might suffer a 
possible severe water short- 
age m Ae first half of Ae 
21sc century, and the reality 
will be stark for our nadoiL" 
said Bingqian. vice 

chairman of (he National 
People's Con^Bss (NPC). 

"C^na is estimated to pos- 
sibly reach its extreme in Ae 
development of its water 
resource by the year 2030 
when its population reaches 
1.6 billion.” said Mr. Wang, 
up from the present 1 .26 bil- 
lion people. 

Mr. Wang said China is 
paradoxically Areatened 
boA by a shortage of potable 
water and fleeing caused 
by soil erosion and pollution 
which he described as 
"appalling." 

Erosion, which deposits 


massive amounts of soil in 
riverbeds, causes catastrojA- 
tc floods which have period- 
ically hit China, especially in 
Ae Yellow River region. 

In three provinces — 
Heilongjiang in the north- 
ea.«iL Henan in Ae centre and 
Hunan in Ae souA — flood 
control projects "are inade- 
quate and these projects will 
hardly be capable of resist- 
ing big floixls." said Mr. 
Wang. 

Eewion haa affected 3.6 
million square kilometres, or 
38 per cent of Chinese terri- 
tory, and Ae problem grows 
by 10.000 square kilometres 
each year, he said in Ae 
speech to a session of the 
bTC stanAng comminee. 
which wus carried by the 
official .Xinhua news agency. 

As for water pollution. Mr. 
^^‘ang said "half of Ae 
waterways in Oiina's seven 
water systems have been 
polluted to varying extent 
and one tenA of Ae water in 
these areas is no longer 
usable." 

‘The situation cannot be 
resolved in tlie near future." 
he warned. 


year until the LDP returned 
to power in mid-1994 with 
Ae help of Ae Social 
Democratic Party and the 
centrist party Saldgake. 

Mr. Ozawa formed Ae 
NFP in December 1994 
wlA key members of Ae 
anti-LDP alliance. 

The NFP had 126 seats 
against Ae LDP's 252 in 
Ae 500-seat House of 
Representatives, Ae lower 
house of parliament. Its 
strengA in Ae 252-seat 
House of Councillors was 
56 against the LDP's 1 17. 

There were 19 upper- 
house deputies linked to Ae 
Komeito faction. 

Under Mr. Ozawa’s two- 
year leadership, the party 
lost more Aon 40 members 
through defections, includ- 
mg former prime ministers 
Morihiro Hosokawa and 
Tsutomu Hata. 

The party's seats in Ae 
powerful lower house 
dropped from 160 to 156 in 
the October 1996 election, 
and have since shrunk to 
126. 

Many of Ae defectors 
joined Ae LDP. helping Ae 
ruling party to capture a 
majority earlier Ais year in 
Ae lower house. 


Windsor 
Castle 
reopens to 
public after 
1992 blaze 


WINDSOR. England 
(AFP) — Britain's 
Windsor Castle, restored to 
its full former glory after 
being ravaged by a blaze 
Five years ago. reopened, to 
Ae public Saturday. 

More Aan lOp of Ae 
castle's 1.000 room's 'were 
destroyed by fire on Nov. 
20. 1992. the find blow to 
Queen ElizabeA's "annus 
horribilis" which saw the 
serial breakup of her chil- 
dren's marriages. 

Nine of the stale rooms 
were left unrecognisable 
by the blaze, which started 
in Ae former Chapel Royal 
when a light set too close 
to a curtain started the 
blaze during routine main- 
tenance work. 

It took 250 firemen 
working 15 hours and 
pumping more than 6.5 
million litres of water to 
bring the Tire under con- 
trol. 

'The ca.st1e was unveiled 
to the queen in November, 
five months ahead of 
schedule and just in time 
for her golden wedding 
anniversary. 

Of the nine hails 
destroyed during Ac fire, 
six were re.stored to their 
original design and Aree 
were redecorated. 

The 55.5 metre St. 
Geoige's banqueting hall 
has had a new hammer 
beam oak ceiling, prepared 
from 140 trees, to replace 
Ae destroyed Georgian 
ceiling. 

Another feature of Ac 
restored castle, on which 
construction began in the 
ninth century, were the 
new stained glass windows 
in the tiny private chapel 
based on rough pencil 
drawings by Prince Philip. 

'The bottom right hand 
window is the only one not 
based on Ae prince's art- 
work. His drawing showed 
a phoeni.x rising from the ' 
ashes but Ae design finally 
chosen was of a fireman 
using a hose to douse Ae 
blazing castle. 

The restoration cost 36.5 
million pounds (S62 mil- 
lion). 70 per cent of which 
was paid by Ae royal fam- 
ily. wbo opened 
Buckingham Palace to vis- 
its during summer months 
with an entrance fee on 
Windsor Castle visits, and 
30 per cent came from 
public work grants. 

Windsor. west of 
London, is said (o be Ac 
queen's favourite resi- 
dence. 



Ichiro Ozawa, leader of Japan's main opposition New 
Frontier Party, announces the dissolution of the party 
in Tokyo (Reuter photo) 

Dissident complains of 
police harassment 
following labour appeal 


BEIJING (AP) — A di.*isi- 
dent who recently issued a 
nationwide appeal for 
independent labour unions 
says police have cut hi.s 
phone line and stepped up 
.surveillance in violation of 
his human rights. 

Veteran activist Qin 
Yongmin sent a letter to 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission 

protesting the increased 
hara.ssment by police in hi.s 
central Chinese hometown 
of Wuhan, the Information 
Centre Of Human Rights 
and £)emocraiic Movement 
in China said Saturday. 

China has a .single 
nationwide trade union, 
controlled by the govern- 
ment. and no independent 
labour organLsations ‘ ore 
allowed. Mr. Qin is among 
muny activists who are 
urging the tens of millions 
of workers left unem- 
ployed by defunct state- 
run factories to organise. 

The calls for better 
human rights protection 
have been galvanised in 
part by China'.s deci.sion to 
ratify u 20-year-old U.N, 
Covenant on Social. 
Economic and Culturui 
Rights ahead of President 
Jiang Zeinin'.s U.S. .state 
vi.sit. which took place in 
lute October. 

After Mr. Qin publici.sed 
his appeal earlier (his week 
through the imemuiional 
media and overseas human 
rights ga.'ups. his mail was 
seized and his phone line 
eul. according to a copy of< 
his letter provided hy the 
Hong Kong-bused human 
rights group. 

Mr, Qin complained of 
increased police surveil- 
lance and said his neigh- 
bours had been cocrccd 
into spying on him. 

In addition to his cull to 
workers to organise. Mr. 
Qin sent a letter to Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin ear- 
lier this month urging Ae 
government to show good 
faith by allowing protests 
by laid-off workers and 
drafting stronger civil lib- 
erties laws. 

Hundreds of prntest.s 
have broken out across 
China as Ac puce of lay- 
offs increased this ve;ir. 


The state-run media rarely 
reports such news and 
information is sketchy, but 
police appear to have toler- 
ated many of Ae distur- 
bances. although some 
resulted in arrests and 
other official retaliation. 

Asked about .such 
protests while visiting 
Canada. Mr. Jiang said 
China's constitution allows 
freedom of assembly, 
speech and demonstration, 
but he said Aose rights did 
not give license to "create 
chaos." 

Mr. Qin spent eight years 
in prison in Ae l9S0s for 
pro-democrucy activities. 
Rearrested in 1993 for his 
role in the "peace charter" 
movement, he spent., two 
years in ii labour camp. 

In u separate appeal to 
Mr. Jiang sent Saturday, 
former autoworker Leng 
Wanbao urged that the 
authorities desist from 
charging workers who 
engage in protests with 
"coumerrevolutionary 
crimes." 

"The state enterprise 
reforms are bound to result 
in many layoffs. The 
unemployed .should be 
allowed to organise inde- 
pendently to sort out their 
problems." he said in a 
copy of the letter also sup- 
plied by the Information 
Centre of Human RighLs 
and Democratic Movement 
in China. 

Mr. Leng. who was 
released from pri.son in 
1994 on medical parole, 
praised the government's 
decision in may to over- 
turn a conviction against 
him and three other di.s.si- 
denis. The four hud been 
.sentenced to prison terms 
ranging from two to 20 
years for organising un 
ami-government group in 
their hometown of ' 
Changchun, in northeast- ^ 
ern Jilin province, during 
I9S9 pro-democracy 
protests. 

Bui he said the decision 
implied that others still 
imprisoned for Aeir activi- 
ties during the 1989 
demonstrations should also 
be freed. 


Black box found 
from downed 
Singapore jetliner 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Investigators io Indonesia 
have found one of two 
black boxes from Ae 
Singaporean SilkAir jet Aat 
crashed killmg all 1()4 peo- 
ple on board, Ae Television 
Corp. of Singapore (TCS) 
reported Saturday. 

TTie announcement on Ae 
discovery of Ae black box 
flight data recorder was 
made at a joint media con- 
ference by Indonesian 
Minister of Transport 
Haryanto Dhanutirto and 
Smgapore Communications 
Minister Mah Bow Tan in 
Palembang, Ae SouA 
Sumatra provmcial capital, 
TCS said. 

Mr. Mah described Ae 
finding as a major break- 
through. Ae report said. 

The SilkAir Boemg 737- 
3(X) crashed into Ae Musi 
River in SouA Sumatra on 
Dec. 19. killing all 97 pas- 
sengers and seven crew 
members on board. There 
were two black boxes locat- 
ed m Ae tail section of Ae 
lO-monA-old plane — Ae 
cockpit voice recorder for 
recording radio traasmis- 
sions and sounds in Ae 
cockpit and Ae flight data 
recorder to monitor various 
flight parameters such as 
aititude. speed and direc- 
tion. officiMs had said earli- 


Some "ZOO Indonesians 
and 300 Singaporeans have 
been engaged in Ae search 
and recovery operations. 

The black box voice and 
data recorders could hold 
vital clues to Ae crash. 

Search was going on for 
Ae cockpit voice recorder. 
Ae second of Ae blacli 
boxes, Ae TCS report said. 

Investigators have been 
unwilling to speculate on a 
cause but some witnesses 
have reported hearinc 
explosions before Ae plane 
plununeted from Ae sky. 

The salvage operation has 
recovered fragments of the 
engine and oAer small 
plane parts from the river. 
Human remains have been 
dredged but not one intact 
body has been found at the 
crash site. 

The 97 passengers on the 
ill-fated flight included 40 
Singaporeans. 23 Indo- 
nesians. 1 0 Malaysians, 
five Americans, five 
French, four Germans. 
Aree British, two Japanese, 
one Australian. one 
Austrian, one Bosnian, one 
Indian and one Taiwanese. 

The pilot was a 
Smgaporean. TTie first offi- 
cer was a New Zealander 
and Ae five strong cabin 
crew was from Singapore. 


Kaunda in high 
security prison, still 
on hunger strike 


LUSAKA (AFP) — Fonner 
Zambian President KenneA 
Kaunda. accused by the gov- 
ernment of particip^on in last 
October's failed coup, is being 
held in Ae Mukobeko high 
security prison at Kabwe 100 
Idlomeires norA of here, his 
son. Colonel Pangi Kaunda, 
said Saturday. 

Mr. Kaunda, 73. who was 
arrested at his home early 
Thursday morning, is still on 
Ae hunger strike he began 
.shortly alter his detention in 
protest at being held wiAoui 
formal chaige. his son said. 

He was transferred to the 
Mukobeko prison by heli- 
copter Thurs^y night after a 
brief court appearance in Ae 
capital at which no official 
chaige was made. He is sched- 
uled for another court appear- 
ance Monday. 

Mr. Kaun^'s son said Ae 
prison was being guarded by a 
heavy police contingenL 

Zambian Fneign Minister 
Kelly Walubida speaking to 
foreign diplomats in Ae capi- 
tal Friday, said Mr. Kaunda 
had been arrested as a suspect 
in the October coup attempt 
The minister'.s comments 
were reported on Zambian 
state radio and televi.sion. 

Mr. Kaunda was arrested 
under terms of the state of 
emergency law passed by 
President Frederick Chiluba 
the day after the OcL 28 
abortive coup. 

Several members of Ac 
Zambian Human Rights 
Commission said they visited 
Mr. Kaunda in prison 
Thursday night and that they 
were concerned by his deci- 
sion to go on a hunger strike. 

Commission President 
Lombe Chibesakunola said 


she asked Mr. Kaunda to end 
his fast And the Times of 
Zambia reported Ae foimer 
president's wife. Betn 
Kaunda. had also tried in vain 
icf convince him to resume eat 
iug. 

Sburces close to ihe 
Kaundas scud Ae former pres 
ident suffered from pulmcman 
problems. 

Mr. Kaunda, vvbo w-as 
abroad at the time of the coup 
atiempL returned to Lusaka 
last Monday, saving be 
expected to be arrested. 

Washington condemned his 
arrest Riday and called on the 
government to release him in 
the spirit of "reconciliation 
and peace." 

SouA Africa demanded iIk 
L usaka government either for- 
mally charge Mr. Kaunda or 
set him free. 

Jakes GerweL aide to 
President Nelson Mandela, 
said in a statement that 
emmem viewed Mr. Kaunda'.^ 
arrest wiA ‘‘disappointmeni 
and grave concern.” 

He said Mr. Kaunda's deteft- 
lion, whatever Ae subsumtiw 
issues at stake, violated the 
commitment of members of 
the Southern Afnan 
Development Communin’ lo 
promote democracy 
human rights in the region. 

"The detention without trial 
of political opponents is con- 
iraiy to Ae basic principles rt 
a democratic polity, and ‘v™ 
not serve to foster con/uto>tf 
in Ae kind of free poliw® 
activity to which Ac Hat®* 
declaration commits U-s 
states of this regioo,” he 
declared. 

Mr. Kaunda was Zamh®* 
president from 1964 Arou^ 
1991. 


Vienna honours legendary Empress Elizabeth 


VIENNA (AFP) — 
Austria's legcndaiy 

Emprc.s.s Elizabeth^, afl'cc- 
tionulely known us, Sis.<«i, 
will once again be 
Vienna's star in I99R. as 
the city prepares to com- 
memorate the lOOih 
anniversary of her deaih 
with exhibitions and per- 
formunce-s. 

"This year's leitmotif \s 
beauty, because Si.ssi has 
always been considered as 
one of the most beautiful 
women of her time." said 
Kraus Wolfgang, 

spoke.sman of the 
Viennese Tourism Office. 

Born on CJiristmu.s eve 
in 18.^7. Sissi married 


Emperor Francis Jo.seph 
at age 16. But her domes- 
tic life was unhappy and 
was marred hy several 
tragedies, including the 
Jeuili of her only .son. 
Rudolf. 

She was killed by an 
Italian anarchist in 
Geneva in 1898. 

“This event must allow 
visitors to move aw’ay 
from the cliches that sur- 
rtmnd Sissi. such a.s Romy 
Sehneider'.s naivete in (he 
films on her life, or her 
image as u widow drcs.sed 
in black." Susanne 
Walthcr. director of an 
exhibition in the 
Hermesvilla Mu.seum, 


explained. 

Schneider played Sissi 
in three films on Ae 
empress' life. 

The independent and 
unconventional empress 
will be remembered at the 
Hermesvilla Museum in 
an exhibition presenting 
her writings, her clothes, 
and personal possessions. 

“Elizabeth lived in her 
imaginary world. She was 
terrified of growing old 
and wanted to be remem- 
bered. She is now a 
myth,” Ms. Walther said. 

An exhibition on the 
more public and official 
aspect of Sissi's life will 
be set up at the Hofburg 


Imperial Palace, while 
private life will ^ 
remembered at 
Schonbrunn Castle in f 
Fritz Kreisler 
"Sissi." , 

Performances are senw’ 
uled July 10 to August I*- 
The castle's pupP^i) 
will reveal 
secrets’* in July, and n»w 

timedia performances 

scheduled in Ae 
gardens from June iw 

Sept. 10. ... 

A tour of her favounif 

shops and sites in 

will be organised by ^ 

tourism office- 

set up an Internet .viic ** 

ing the various event*- 
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H. Kong tests show human-to-human transmission of bird flu difficult 


HONG KONG (AFP) 
TesLs conducted on more 
than SOO people for Hong 
Kong's bird Hu show little 
chance of transmi.ssion 
between people. an 
iniemational expert said as 
two more suspected cases 
w'ere found Saturday. 

"We don't know whether 
this disease will stop, or 
spread. Initial research 
shows there is little chance 
of transmission from 
human to human," said 
Ketji Fukuda, from the 
U.S. Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

Hong Kong authorities 
said Sanirday two more 
suspected cases of “bird 
flu" or influenza A H5NI 
were found in the territory. 
The Depanment of Heal^ 
said u one-year-old boy 


and a 72*ycar-oid man 
were under treatment and 
in satisfactory condition. 

This brings the total 
number of cuse.s to 1 1 con- 
firmed and 1 1 suspected. 

The flu — previously 
known only to infect birds 
— in Hong Kong since 
May has raised fears of a 
po.ssible international epi- 
demic. 

The first victim in May 
was a ihree-yeor-old boy 
who died. A total of three 
people are now known to 
have died from the HSNl 
virus and a fourth death is 
.suspected to have been 
caused by bird tlu. 

A government statement 
said results of the tests on 
S02 people, which found 
antibodies to the viru.s in 
nine people, suggested the 


main mode of transmission 
wa.s from bird-to-human. 

"Analy.sis of the viral 
genes shows that they are 
avian in nature without evi- 
dence of reassortraent with 
human influenza virus 
genes.’’ it said. 

The statement said the 
results left open the possi- 
bility of person-to-person 
transmission. 

“However, the absence of 
antibodies aniong the fami- 
ly members of the ill child 
and the overall low number 
of antibody-positive peo- 
ple in contact with the 
child suggested that such 
transmission, if occurring, 
is relatively inefficient at 
this time." the statement 
said. 

The infected cases 
include five poultry work- 


ers. a student with expo- 
sure to poultry, a he^th 
care worker who took care 
of the child, a laboratory 
worker and one whose 
exposure was unclear. 

Health authorities tested 
502 people from an 
“exposed group” — poul- 
try workers, people in con- 
tact with the three-year-old 
boy and those working 
with the virus such as iabo- 
raioiy workers. 

Another 419 people in a 
comparison group who had 
no known contact with the 
child were all uninfected. 

Mr. Fukuda told reponers 
the data showed “pro- 
longed and intense expo- 
sure to poultry products*' 
would bring a greater risk 
of infection. He said 
experts were studying 


whether the \'iras could be 
transmitted from chickens 
10 pigs and then to humans. 

The government state- 
ment said the infection of 
the healthcare worker who 
looked after the child 
raised the pv>ssibilit>' of 
human-to-human transmi.<«' 
sion. 

It said the virus might be 
transmitted by exposure to 
infected poultry, direct 
exposure to the virus and 
exposure to someone who 
is ill and infectious. 

Nervous residents, many 
suffering only from colds, 
have packed emergency 
wards of six major govern- 
ment hospitals in recent 
days. China has temporari- 
ly baited exports of poultry 
to Hong Kong and the ter- 
ritory' has launched a major 


clean-up of chicken mar- 
kcLs. 

Deputy Agriculture 
Director K.K. Lui said 
China had agreed that all 
chickens exported to Hong 
Kong once the ban was lift^ 
ed would have to be first 
quarantined for five days 
and then tested again by 
Hong Kong. 

Agriculture Director 
Lessie Wei told reporters 
that tests at 70 Hong Kong 
chicken farms had so far 
detected no cases. Tests at 
local farms were expected 
to be completed early next 
week. 

She sold planned new 
controls would ban the 
import of all poultry from 
the mainland except those 
bearing a health certificate 
is.sued by authorities there. 


Doctors and nurses wear masks to protect themselves 
from getting the killer ‘bird flu' at an emergency ward 
inside a Hong Kong hospital. Hong Kong said Saturday 
it had discovered more cases, and a team of World 
Health Organisation t WHO) experts would go to south- 
ern China to look for signs of the disease there (Reuter 
photo I 

Pakistan hopes talks 
will go on if India’s 
B JP wins elections 


ISLAMABAD (AFP). — 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Gohar A>'ub Khan Saturday 
said he hoped India's 
Hindu-nationalist 
Bharauya Janata Party 
(BJP) would continue 
bilateral peace talks if it 
comes to power next year. 

■■We hope the BJP will 
also enter into talks and 
hold meaningful dialogue 
on all issues including ^ 
Kashmir." Mr^ Khan told 
reporters. 

India is due to go to the 
polls in February-Morch 
after a multi-pany minority 
coalition government col- 
fapsed last month. 

The right-wing BJP and 
Congress. India's two 
biggest parties, are seeking 
pre-poll alliances in the 
hope of leading a new 
coalition, but most analysts 
in India are predicting 
another hung parliamenL 
Pakistan and India 
resumed bilateral talks in 
March after a break' of 
more than three years. 
After three sessions 
between their foreign sec- 
retaries the talks got 

Man dead 
after armed 
incident in 
Belfast 
prison 

BELFAST (AFP) — A man 
was shot dead following an 
incident Saturday morning 
at the maximum security' 
Maze prison outside 
Belfast which bolds con- 
victed loyalist and Repub- 
lican lerrorisis, hospital 
sources said. 

Four people were taken 
to haspital suffering from 
shock, said the same 
sources, without being able 
to confirm whether they 
were prisoners or prison 
staff, f 

Several prisoners 

climbed onto the roof of 
the prison, police said. 

The Maze has some 500 
inmates who are members 
of paramilitary' groups, 
making it the largest deien- 
lion centre for convicted 
terrorists in Western 
Europe. 

Violent incidents sporadi- 
cally break out at the 
prison, the last being an 
uprising by loyalist prison- 
ers last April and May fol- 
lowing a failed mass 
escape anempi by mem- 
bei^ of the Irish Republican 
Army (TRA). 


bogged down over differ- 
ences related to Kashmir. 

Islamabad blamed India 
for backtracking on an 
agreement to set-up a Joint 
working committee for 
talks on Kashmir, a 
Himalayan region divided 
between the two countries 
and cimmed by both which 
has triggered two of the 
three wars. between them, 
since their independence in 
1947. . ‘ ■ 


Pakistan to raise mass killing 
of Taleban at international level 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan will raise the 
i.s.sue of a massacre of 
Taliban prisoners in 
northern Afghanistan at 
an appropriate 

international level. For- 
eign Minister Gohar Ayub 
Khan said Saturday. 

Mr. Khun, who was 
answering a question by 
reporters about the report- 
ed mass murders, did not 
specify where and when 
Pakistan would do so. 

Earlier this month the 
foreign ministry demand- 
ed die United Nations 
prosecute and punish 
Afghan warlord Abdul 
Malik, who has been 
blamed for the massacre. 

A spokesman had said 
Pakistan expected the 
U.N. to fulfil its responsi- 
bility to bring to justice 
those involved in the mas- 
sacre. 

Mr. Malik, now in exile 
in Iran, is alleged to have 
ordered the killing of up 
to 2.000 Taleban prison- 
ers. - 


Reports here quoting 
Taleban radio said thou- 
sands of people staged u 
demonstration in the east- 
ern Afghan city of Jalal- 
abad Friday over the 
killings. 

In a resolution the rally 
urged the U.N. to put the 
perpetrators on trial, the 
reports said. 

According to U.N. rap- 
porteur Chhong-Hyun 
Paik. who this month vis- 
ited mass graves in a 
desert close to the town of 
Sheberghan. hundreds of 
Taleban prisoners were 
massacred. 

A spokesman for the 
U.N. team led by the rap- 
porteur said in Geneva 
that prisoners held by Mr. 
Malik were taken by truck 
to deep water wells. 

The captives were 
thrown into the wells 
either alive, of if they 
resisted, shot first and 
then tossed in. spokesman 
John Mills said. Shots 
were fired and hand 
grenades exploded in the 


wells before they were 
bulldozed over. 

The U.N. Security 
Council on Dec. 16 
expressed "deep concern” 
about the reports of mass 
killings of prisoners and 
civilians in Afghanistan. 

It supported plans by 
U.N. chief Kofi Annan to 
fully investigate the 
reports. 

Mr. Malik controlled the 
area in which the mas- 
sacre took place from 
May to September, after 
ousting ally Abdul Rashid 
Dostam when he made a 
deal with the Taleban. 

An ethnic Uzbek. Mr. 
Malik forced Mr. Dostam 
into exile but quickly 
turned against the Tale- 
ban. trapping thousands 
of hardline militia troops 
in his fiefdom. 

Mr. Dostam returned 
after a second major Tale- 
ban assault on the nonh in 
September, forcing Mr. 
Malik to flee the country 
while accusing his rival of 
committing atrociries. 


How a pair 
works so much 

better. 



Take a fiesh look at added travel (jonvedence fiom 
a new pair in the ^ RpyalJordanianieamsupwittiTWAto 
connect you more comfortably. Fly RJ to the USA, arrive at JFK 
where T^A transfers you directly to Los Angeles and DetroiL 

No need 10 switch terminals. Only WB ddtet, one dieck-in. 

With two of ilB world's most hospitable earners together, 
expect your trip w be an easier, more plcaanable rime. 

httpy/www.rja-CO>n.jo. 
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Reflecting the Qiange = 

AlHOhatii-Adsn'AiAinAainanAinsietdani'AnkBrvAasU-Atheni-Bahiaiii- 

BanftkOk-BeinilBerllnaiiisseis-Cairfr^cuna-CAsaUBnca-OticagiHCalDinbo* 
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KarBEhi-KualaLanpur-Lainaca-Londan-Madiid-Milan-Moscow-Mumbai- 

MBScat-Newyork-Pans-Riradh-Rome-Sanaa-TuRiG-Vienna-tuwaii 


Guaranteed Capital Investment Bonds 

You can also call it peace of mind 

• ■■ ■= ■■■= T- ■ ■ ■■■ ■ .. .... . 

■n-; 


■ *.■ ' 


* ■«.. ■■ -fc "y ' • 

. »V ' • t ‘i 

■ 3 

^ ‘*f * I ■ ''*'**' , ijii' ‘ ' 








,■ V-.V' •=■■■ ><■ :• ■ 

• ■ • . .x' 










Enjoy returns from the pick of 
the world’s stock markets... without the risks. 

Guaranteed Capital Investment Bonds 



available from November 15 1997 to January 8 1998 

Just look at the returns our GCIB II investors 
(3 year Issue) are shortly due to receive: 


USS investors 80% 


GBP investors 50% 


These returns are expected profits which are in addition 
to the 100?o capital guarantee offered under this issue. 


BritishBank Investments 



Telephone 607471 ext. Ill or ext. J 15 fora 
brochure and further information. Alternatively visit 
your BritishBank branch. 


BritishBank 

The British Bank of the Middle Easi 
Meiahrr HSBC Group 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


strong JD curbed inflation rate 
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Offer to look at 

A RECENT proposal by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to deploy U.N. 
peace-keeping forces in Palestinian ter- 
ritories which the Israeli government 
insists are vital for its security needs 
makes sense and deserves an open- 
minded response by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. As long as the 
basis for IsraePs claim that it needs 
Palestinian areas along the Jordan 
Valley and the former Green Lines is 
security oriented, then there should be 
no excuse to turn down this Palestinian 
initiative. If, on the other hand, Israel 
uses the security factor as an excuse to 
usurp Arab lands, it would be only 
expected of the Israeli government to 
reject any such formula. 

The outright refusal by Israel to even 
entertain the Palestinian offer reinforces 
Arab fears that it is bent on maintaining 
control over Arab territories under one 
pretext or another. Even without the 
deployment of a U.N. contingent, Israel 
has no basis to fear threatened from the 
east. Israel and Jordan have an effective 
peace treaty which should lay to rest any 
Israeli claim that the common border is 
not secure enough. Likewise any 
Palestinian state that may eventually 
emerge .would neyec , be. , strong enough 
militarily to pose any real danger to 
Israelj'^^^ch' woukl-^ make sure of that- 
anyway. 

■ If and when a U.N. peace-keeping force 
is deployed, Israel would have its say on 
its composition. For instance, should the 
y.S. decide to join it, Israel would be i 
assured of its real aims and effective- 
ness. 

In any case, Israel should think in 
terms of security that is based on a per- 
^ manent and just settlement of the entire 
■ Middle East conflict in all its dimen- 
sionis. Netanyahu should realise by now 
^at his country's long-term interest lies 
•squarely in a comprehensive settlement 
' with the Arabs that future generations 
can live with and honour. Keeping the 
/ occupation of Palestinian lands could 
only generate more hostility and ani- 
; mosity in this region of the world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ RaTs akhri Kawar Saturday urged the Arab 
Countries to follow the example of Russia in sending a 
•lai^ shipment of food and medicines to Iraq by air. 
Kawar said he believed it was time that the Arab coun- 
' tries cany out such a mission in a show of solidarity 
with the Iraqi people who have been suffering from the 
: crippling U.N. sanctions since 1990. That the Russians 
secured pennission from the U.N. sanctions committee 
\to send an aeroplane-lood of relief supplies to the Iraqi 
people opens the door for the .Arab countries to pursue 
a similar policy and obtain a series of pennits that 
would allow them to fly In much needed relief supplies 
■ ID the destitute people of Iraq, the writer continued. He 
said it is shameful to see the Russians carrying out a 
humanitarian mission while the Arab states, which are 
closer to Iraq, have failed to accomplish a similar 
humunitarian mission. Kawar said the Iraqis cannot sur- 
vive on mere stutemem.s of sympathy or solidarity and 
condemnation of the sanctions and they require imme- 
diate and direct help to bring them relief. 

AJ Arab Al Yawm's Saleh Qallab said Israel will 

most certainly reject a proposal by Palestine President 
Yasser Arafat to replace Israeli forces in the occupied 
.Arab lands with U.N. peace keeping troops. Mr. Arafat 
plans to carry this proposal to Washington next week 
although he realises Israel will reject it outrighL .said 
the writer. Of course Israel will reject this proposal 
because it has been maintaining that it wants to keep its 
troops deployed in the Arab territories to gua^iee 
Israel's security. Qallab noted. Tlie writer said the 
deployment of U.N. forces means that Israel can no 
longer cling to the excuse of wanting to ensure its secu- 
rity becuu.se the U.N. forces would be doing the job and 
policing the area. Even if President Clinton suggests 
that American troops can do the Job. Netanyahu is sure 
to refuse the suggestion because Israel in fact wants to 
maintain its troops in the Arab areas to {Krpetuate its 
occupation of Arab lands, added the writer. He said 
Israel does not believe in the principle of land for peace 
neither does Netanyahu want to implement the Oslo 
accords which call for the Israeli withdrawal, hence no 
change in the present status quo. 


THE TWILIGHT of 1997 nears, and no suiprises are 
expected. We can safely assert that inflation rate in 
Jordan in 1997 measured by the cost of living index will 
be Just below 3 per cent compared to 6.5 per cent in 1996. 
Once this figure is formally announced, some popular 
commentators will throw doubt on this figure being too 
low to be believed. Others may claim that the inflation 
rate could be as high as 7 to 10 percent if not more! 

Objections are expected to come from those who equate 
inflation wnth- things being expensive. They note that the 
level of prices is high compared to old prices several 
years ago. or relative to their low purchasing power, or in 
view of w'liai they desire these prices to be. 

How'ever. inflation is none of the above. It is the rise of 
the level of prices compared to what it was 12 months ear- 
lier. It measures the change in prices during a year. Prices 
may be considered extremely high according to a given 
corisumer even if these prices had been exactly the same 
as last year in which case the inflation rate is zero. 

The rather low inflation rates in 1997 should be under- 


THE CLEAREST sign yet that Israel is indeed alarmed 
by what it sees as a possibility of a thaw in ties between 
the U.S. and Iran came with a news report that the 
American ambassador to Jerusalem had said that 
Wa.shington saw Iranian involvement in the Nov. 17 mas- 
sacre of tourists in southern Egypt 

Simultaneous with that came the unveiling of the so- 
called Hizbollah-trained Ge^an suicide-bomber who 
allegedly sought to wreak havoc in Israel. 

Granted that we do not know for sure whether Iran had 
a hand in the massacre of tourists in Luxor or whether 
Hizbollah had indeed recruited the German. Still, we 
cannot but view the Israeli claims with scepticism for 
several reasons, foremost among them the Jewish 
Likud's fear that improved relations between Washington 
and the new moderate regime in Tehran could lead to a 
diminishing role for itself as a “strategic ally*' of the U.S. 
after all. in Israeli parlance and experience, such “strate- 
gic" alliance could be maintained and nurtured only 
when there i.s instability and insecurity in the region. 

A U.S.-Iranjon “reconciliation." which seems a possi- 
bility now with Mohammed Khatami in power in 
Tehran, is indeed alarming for Israel. 

Certainly it is not for us in Jordan to defend the 
Iranians. Tehran and its rough-shod media and spokes- 
men are more than capable of doing so. 

But we do have a vested interest in seeing a bener state 
of affairs in the Gulf region, and that could come only 
with a dramatic improvement in relations between- the ; 
U.S. and Iran, and, of course, between Washington and 
Baghdad. It is a non-starter to expect better O.S.-lraq. 
relations under the present circumstances, but the indtca- 


stood and believed attributable to several factors that sup- 
pressed them. Among these factors five are of particular 
inrerest! First there has been a considerable slow down in 
the economy: some people are even talking about a reces- 
sion. Second, high unemployment which keep.s wages 
and consequently costs, low. TTiird. all restrictions against 
imports were removed which created competition and 
foreed prices down. Fourth, customs duty on imports was 
reduced by another 10 percentage points. But the more 
impt^tant factor is that the Jordanian dinar, being pegged 
to the dollar at a fixed rate, strengthened by an average of 
10 per cent vis-a-vis the European and Japanese curren- 
cies. Naturally, this brought down prices of imports which 
constitute some 50 per cent of the aggregate expenditure 
in the country. 

In this respect the contradictory change of prices of 
pharmaceuticals in the market was raised. Recently prices 
of imported medicines, especially from Europe, were 
reduced in recognition of the cheaper European curren- 
cies, while the Ministry of Health approved a rise in the 


cions we have seen so far encourage us to anticipate a 
new era in U.S.-Iran ties for the .sake of the entire region 
(But the key here is whether Washington is genuinely 
imemted in seeking better understanding with Tehran. 
Will the vested interests in Capitol Hill, particularly the 
Defense establishment — which thrives through its mili- 
tary industriaJ complex on scaring third parties into buy- 
ing American weaponry — allow such a course of 
events?) Obviously, other players in the region are also 
.sending signals that they too have accepted the new rule 
of the game — give the new regime in Tehran the bene- 
fit of doubt until it proves otherwise. 

k was a relief to hear Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa declaring that Cairo did not have any knowledge of 
Iranian involvement in the Luxor anack. that denial fol- 
lowed a va^ely-worded State Department dismissal of 
die Jerusalem Post report of the U.S. ambassador's asser- 
tion. which was allegedly mode during a meeting with 
the isr^Ii foreign minister, David Levy. 

It was also rather ironic to note that the international 
media did not even bother to pick up reports in the left- 
wing press in Egypt that the Israeli secret service. 
Mcssad. or even the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) ccmld have hod an indirect role in the Luxor mas- 
sacre. Very conveniently, none of the six (or less or even 
more) gunmen reportedly involved in the killings Is alive 
today to telJ the real story. 

In any evenu we cannot but treat the Jerusalem Post 
report in the same. vein, with the same seriousness or dis: 
missal, as we treated the reports of Mossad or CIA 
involvement in-.the mas.sacre (allegedly as punlshmeot 
for ^yipK for leading the Arab boycott of the MENA con- 


prices of local medicines by between 20 to 50 per cent, or 
an average of 35 per cent. 

Unfortunately, neither the ministry nor the Jordanian 
pharmaceutical factories bothered to explain and Justify 
this rise. The public is entitled to be informed of the rele- 
vani facts in order to accept the price hike. 

The prices of local pharmaceutical items were fixed in 
1987 and kept constant since then. The current adjusoiiem 
of prices is therefore no more than 3 per cent per year, 
accumulated over 10 years. This is a reasonable adjusi- 
ment taking into account that the dinar was devalu^ in 
198S/I989 and lost almost half of its value. 

On the other hand the extremely low prices of Jordanian 
medicines in the local market became a source of embar- 
rassment towards Arab and foreign imponers of 
Jordanian medicines, who could not swallow the fact that 
they were required to pay more than the current retail 
price in the local Jordanian pharmacies in Amman. 

This is not meant to justify the move. It is an attempt to 
understand and explain what happened. 


ference in Doha). 

The allegation that Hizbollah recruited a German. 
Stefan Josef Smirk, and sent him on a suicide mission to 
Israel should also be seen in the same light thrown by our 
awareness that Israel's objective could be to strengthen 
its “security" arguments when U.S. President Bill 
Clinton meets Israeli Premier Benyamin Netanyahu ne« 
month. 

Just as Netanyahu is preparing himself, so is 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, who is expected to pre- 
sent a comprehensive plan to revive the troubled peace 
process when he meets Clinton. 

As such, both sides are moving forward on their own 
tracks. But does the situation spell optimism? Quite 
unlikely, given the clear Israeli intention not to give up 
the bulk of West Bank land to the Palestinians. 

But that is a different issue altogether. In the immediaK 
context of the regional situation, given the possibiJit}' of 
Iran's rehabilitation, we in Jordan strongly believe thai 
the lOiatami regime should be given continuous encour- 
agement not only to undo Iran's image as a sponsor of ! 
terrorism but also to live up to a new image of a respon- 
sible regional player with all that that entails. 

In this vein, we also welcome the talks scheduled 
between Iranian Foreign Minister Kama! Kharazzi. and 
the UAE leadership on the long-running dispute over the > 
Gulf islands of Greater and Lesser Tunbs and Abu Musa. ! 

Let us hope that all e^orts by Israel, and pertiaps others | 
who do not want peace and security in the Gulf, .will be , 
foiled by the realisation and appreciation of all concerned J 
that there seems to be seriousness on the pan of President, 1 
Khatami to transform his country and its policies. ' I 


1997: Year-end review, part II 


Gwynne Dyer reviews major political 
events of 1997 around the globe in this, 
the second of a two-part series. 

IN THE Middle Ea.si. ihe big iniernution- 
al news stories were ihe stalemate in the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process, the 
rather artiHcial confrontation between Ihe 
United States and Iraq over Saddam 
Hussein’s curbs on U.N. aims inspectors, 
and the ghastly massacre of 58 tourists by 
terrorists of the fundamentalist Gamaa 
Islamiya group at Luxor in Egypt in 
November. But the real news was in Iran 
and Turkey. 

There will be no progress on Arab- 
Israeli peace until Israeli Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu'.s government is 
replaced, either by a national coalition or 
a general election. There will be no major 
new war between Iraq and ihe United 
Stales no matter how much both sides 
posture and bluster. .And terrorism again.st 
touri.sts. alas, is nothing new in Egypt. 
Whereas it will matter greatly to the 
region and the world if Iran democrati.ses 
fully — or if Turkish democracy fails. 

Iran and Turkey are the giants of the 
region, with over 60 million people each, 
major resources, and substantial industry. 
Iran has been isolated and inward-looking 
since the Islamic revolution almost two 
decades ago. but it is already a half- 
democratic country. The election of 
reformist President Mohammad Khatami 
in May suggests that it may be able to 
turn into a fully democratic one. 

By last month, Khatami was embroiled 
in bitter struggles with conser\'ativc aya- 
tollahs on one front, and offering recon- 
ciliation with the United Siate.s on the 
other. If he survives, Iran’’s re-emergence 
on the diplomatic scene, and the example 
of a working Islamic democracy, will 
transform politics and power in the Gulf 
region and beyond. 

Meanwhile, the oldest working example 
of a secular democracy in u Muslim coun- 
try is facing ruin. But the problem in 
urkey is not the rather tame "Islamic 
fundamentalists" of former Prime 
Minister Necmeiiin Erbakan's Refah 
Pany who were forced out of the coali- 
tion government in Ankara in July by 
army pressure. 

Turkey's real problems are the growing 
militarisation of politics, and the pro- 
'found corruption that now infects every 
major pany. Both -are due to the brutal 
war against Kurdish separaiisi.s in the 
south-east that has been paid for. in large 
jmeasure. by “taxing" and tolerating the 
illegal drug trade that flourishes in the 
region. If the current attempts to clean up 


the slate apparatus fail. Turkey is headed 
for chaos, violence, and pos.sibly col- 
lapse. 

As for the larger Arab countries, most 
seem stuck in a time- warp, ruled by auto- 
cratic regime.s whose leaders have been in 
pow'er for 1 5. 20, even 30 years. In some, 
like Iraq, the opposition i.s .silent or in 
exile. In others. like Egypt, most opposi- 
tion is bought off and only occa.sional 
outrages like the Luxnr massacre mar Ihe 
calm. In one. Algeria, there i.s constant 
terrorism and massacre by both sides, and 
1 0.000 dead a year. 


largest country from poverty, ignorance 
and de.spuir. 

All around the continent there are other 
.small and large signs of hope, from the 
smooth generational transition in which 
South Africa's President Nel.son Mandela 
relinquished the leadership of the African 
National Congress to hl.s cho.sen succes- 
sor Thabo Mbeki In December, to the rel- 
ative efficiency w'iih w’hich African peace 
keeping forces rc-imposed order in war- 
torn Liberia and Sierra Leone ihi.s year. 

With 12 pe rcem of the world's popula- 
tion and only 2 pe rcem of its gross 


The Middie East is in even worse shape than it 
seems. The poiiticai stagnation is accompanied 
aimost everywhere by iow economic growth rates 
and high birth rates, so every year 
the future gets darken 


The Middle East is in even worse shape 
than it seems. The political stagnation is 
accompanied almost everywhere by low 
economic growth rates and high birth 
rates, so every year the future gets darker. 
In a quarter-century, if there is no great 
change, the region may swap places "with 
Africa as the world's worst problem area. 

It's very early to say that Africa has 
"bottomed out": the problems still out- 
number the solutions by a wide margin. 
Civil wars still rage in Sudan and 
Somalia. Corru|M autocracies hang on all 
over the place, from nominally democrat- 
ic Zimbabwe and Kenya to openly mili- 
tary regimes in Nigeria and Burundi. In 
one embarrassing incident lust August, 
tw'o of the three islands that make up the 
Republic of ihc Comoros broke away and 
asked to be rc-colonised by France. ( Paris 
refused.) 

Nevertheless, there is a clear trend in 
Africa towards better govcrnnicni. 
pushed by a new generation of leaders 
who often work together to advance the 
prnce.ss. The most striking example this 
year was the coalition of "new'-gencra- 
lion" regime.s, including Uganda, 
Rwanda, and Ethiopia, that quietly sup- 
ported Laurent Kabila'.s triumphant 
ail\'unce across former Zaire. 

It remains (n be seen w'hal Kabila can 
achieve in Ihe newly renamed Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, but the overthrow 
of long-ruling dictator Mobutu Sese Seko 
in May was the necessary precondition to 
any attempt to rescue Africa's third- 


domestic product. Africa is decades away 
from taking its proper place in the world 
even with the best pOsSsible leadership. 
But there is general recognition that the 
key problem has been political leader- 
ship. and rightly or wrongly, the feeling is 
spreading that the cominem is turning a 
comer. 

Which brings us. at last, to the Americas 
— and what a boring year it has been in 
the Western Heml.sphcre. They never ran 
out of stuff to fill the newspapers and TV 
bulletins, of course, but when you ask 
which events of the past year will make it 
into the history books of 50 years hence, 
you draw an almost complete blank. 

The four-month hostage crisis at the 
Jupane.se Embassy in Lima might just 
make it into Peruvian hLsiory books, but it 
was basieully a piece of television drama. 

That leaves, for the most part, only 
small and rather tedious events like the 
Liberal governmeni’s narrow win in a 
premature election in Canada in June, or 
the retirement of former Chilean dictator 
General Augusto Pinochet as head of the 
Chilean army (at the age of 82) in 
September. But there is one exception: 
Mexico. 

From the moment when an assassina- 
tion suddenly made Ernesto Zedillo the 
ruling party's candidate for the presiden- 
cy in 1994. people have hoped that he 
would turn out to be Mexico's 
Gorbachev, the man w'ho would dismantle 
the machinery that guaranteed perpetual 
one-parly rule, Tliis wa.s the year when he 


delivered. 

In the July elections, the Instituiioaal 
Revolutionary Party (PRI) lost its niajori 
ly in the lower house of Congress for the 
first time since its foundation almost 70 
years ago. Then, in an even bigger shock 
the various opposition parties aciuall} 
managed to agree on a voting alliance 
that gave them power to block goveni’ 
ment spending plans, or even impem-'^ 
cabinet ministers. President Emesic 
Zedillo responded by doing — nothing- 
He accepted the situation, and began w 
cooperate with the opposition-dominated 
lower house, it was the beginning ofre^ 
democracy In Mexico, and the rest 
probably unstoppable. 

We have moved into the global village. 
but it is still a very big and comple' 
w’orld that's heading in many dificrent 
directions at once. You can (and people 
do) construct a plausible case foralnh’^* 
any interpretation of where it's really 
heading, pessimistic or optimistic, just h) 
choosing the right set of facts. And a sin- 
gle year is not long enough to consiiw^- 
real trend anyway. 

But here, for what it's worth, is my 
of the three most important decision' 
taken at the global level this year — 
the striking thing is that they are all good 
news. 

At Helsinki in March, the United State' 
and Russia agreed to begin talks on n 
START 3 treaty as soon as the Russia^ 
Duma ratified' the existing START * 
treaty. The new talks will have thegoolj" 
cutting each side's nuclear arsenal loonjj 
2.000 missiles and warheads, down by 
per cent from their cold war peak. , 
In Ottawa, in earlv December, over IIT" 
countries signed a treaty banning ihf 
.session, use or sale of anti-personncj 
mine.'i. It wa.s pushed through by a uniq^* 
alliance of governments and non-go''^([J 
mental organisations, and the negou-’ 
lions were completed in less than t*' 
years. The U.S.. China and Russia 
not yet signed, but global public 
will eventually force them to. 

In Kyoto. aLso in December, over i* • 
countries hammered out a draft 
ment on cutting greenhouse gms ®t***', 
sions in order to slow global ci***^‘, 
change. It w-as a chaotic meelioS 
ended in a messy and inadequate 
rnise ^ not surprising, since every b^ - 
there wa.s a human being — but ibfi I^ » 
wa.s that they felt they had to 
having come, they knew that they cf 
without making a deal. ^ 
That is (he global village at work. 

It s actually a lot better than where 
used to live. 


Jordanian Perspective By Musa KeUani 

Israel looks uneasy at possible U.S.-Iran thaw 
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A string of global 
catastrophes — all 
blamed on El Nino 
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Bv Myriam-Chaplaio-Rinu 
Agence France Presse 

PARIS- Forest fires in 
Asia, floods io Souih 
America, an aircraft crash, 
drought, disease, famine, 
economic disaster — Uie 
list of world-wide cata- 
strophes blamed on the El 
Nino climatic phenome- 
non is staggering. So stag- 
gering. in fact, that scien- 
tists who for the first time 
were able to sound ti?e 
advance warning of the 
massive weather monster's 
arrival in March are class- 
ing this year's El Nino as 
ibe worst this century. And 
all the signs are it is going 
to continue well into next 
year. 

Named after the child 
Jesus in Spanish (El Nino 
liter^ly means 'The 
Boy”or “The Child") 
because it' reaches the 
height of its powers 
around Christmas, tlie 
freakish event is in fact a 
mysterious movement of a 
vast body of warm water 
bigger than the United 
StaFes from the eastern 
Pacilic Ocean, near Aus- 
tralia. to just off Chile's 
coastline. Spanish con- 
quistadores spoke of it in 
^eir accounts of the new 
v.'orld, although serious 
study of El Nino has only 
been around for the last 30 
years. 

Occurring only once 
every two to seven years, 
the phenomenon results in 
extreme conditions, in 
many countries: droughts- 
in some, flooding in oth- 
ers. it also sets off high 
winds, extreme tempera- 
ture fluctuations and gen- 
erally turns the world's 
weather on its head. Such 
was the case Uii.s year. 
Deadly flooding hit ecjua- 
torial Africa, particularly 
Kenya.' Somalia. Sudan.:; 
and Ethiopia, 'and 'South 
America.' notably Argenti- 


na and Peru. Mexico suf- 
fered an unseasonable 
cold .snap in November 
that killed at lea.si a dozen 
people. Meanwhile, arid, 
tinderbox conditions 
aggravated huge forest 
fires in .Au.siralia, and 
Indonesia — where the 
choking. impenetrable 
smog was .said to have 
caused the death.-, of 234 
people in an Indonesian 
.Airlines crash. Drought 
continues in some regions, 
also atTeciing Papua New' 
Guinea, the Philippines. 
Central America and 
China. 

Southern African states 
are expecied to feel the 
brunt in 1998. The conse- 
quences have been disease 
and crop failures in many 
key producing countries, 
and corre.spondine blights 
on world financial mar- 
kets and pressure of 
international donor and 
humanitarian organisa- 
tion.s. Yves du Penhoai. a 
French researcher follow- 
ing El Nino's progress 
from French and U.S. 
satellite data, says its lat- 
est incarnation is “without 
doubt stronger than the 
record episode of 1982-S3, 
considered up to now the 
big one of the century." 
‘TheQ. 2.000 lives were 
lost, thousands were left 
homeless and 13 billion 
dollars' worth of damage 
was cau.sed after flooding 
in the United States, Peru. 
Ecuador. Bolivia and 
Cuba, and hurricanes in 
Hawaii and Tahiti wreaked 
havoc. But while the warn- 
ing signs were noted well 
in advance this time 
around, the magnitude of 
those signs -* well in 
excess of those accompa- 
nying El Nino's last jaum 
across the Pacific — have 
■aothorities fearing the 
devastation will contirrae 
‘to di least Ma'y next year. 


Levitating clones: Scientific 
breakthroughs to contemplate 


By Gwynne Dyer 

THEY HAVE discovered a technology 
that double.s the amount of energy a car 
engine gets out of a litre of petrol. The 
technique, w'hich uses fuel-cell tech- 
nology to extract electricity from 
petrol (gas), was announced by U.S. 
Energy Secretary Federico Pena in 
October. 

"We have a terrific breakthrough 
here." said Pena, prediciing that non- 
polluting electric cars powered by 
these fuel ceils could be on the road by 
2010. It’s a major engineering develop- 
ment that could slow the greenhouse 
effect and keep oil prices from going 
through the roof — but it's not going to 
change the world. 

They also discovered a cure for bald- 
ness this year, which many people 
tmost of them male) will consider far 
mot^ important. A drug called finas- 
teride (tradename Propecia). derived 
from another drug that was originally 
developed to treat enlarged pro.siate 
glands, is now in the certification 
proce.s.s in the U.S. and Britain. 

“1 was a nasty person when I was 
bald," said Mark O'Donnell, one of the 
te.st subjects. “I was bitter and felt 
cheated. . .They will have to lake 
Propecia out of my cold, dead hand.s.” 
Great for the afflicted minority, but for 
the hairy majority, an anti-balding drug 
isn't all that earth-shaking either. 

Every year sees lots of new technolo- 
gy, new drugs, and new techniques. 
Much more rarely does a whole new 
field open up. with the prospect of 
transforming whole economies and 
societies. This year, however, we may 
have seen two such breakthroughs. 

One is the advent of practical cloning 
and genetic modification of animals, 
with all that implies for reshaping and 
replicating animals — and humans too. 
if we wish to go that way. 

In February, scientists at the Roslin 
Institute in Scotland revealed the exis- 
tence of "Dolly." a sheep grown from a 
cell taken from her mother's udder. 
They all swore blind that they would 
never clone a human being, of course 
— hut they did say that it would be 
technically possible within two years. 

In July, Dr. Ron James of PPL Thera- • 
peutics, the Scottish firm that funded 
ihe-'Ro'slin research, announced that 


their next goal was to breed sheep and 
COW'S with human DNA who w'Ould 
“manufaciure" key components of 
human blood in their bodies. “We know 
from our work with 'Dolly* that we can 
create genetically engineered animals 
from a single cell," he said. *‘Now' we 
want to use that technology to produce 
one of the fundamental constituents of 
the human body." 

In the same month, at Juntendo Uni- 
versity in Japan, a team led by Dr. 
Yoshinori Kuwabara released pictures 
of an “artificial womb" in which they 
have been bringing premature goat foe- 
tuses to term. 

The embryos were removed from 
their mothers at 17 weeks and spent the 
rest of their gestation period in an 
open-topped acrylic tank filled with 
liquid at blood temperature that simu- 
lated amniotic fluid. The placenta was 
replaced by a machine (hat pumped 
oxygen and nutrients into the embryo's 
blood. 

“This system should be used on 
behalf of the mother who cannot keep 
the foetus in her uterus." said Professor 
Kuwabara. “If I have time and money 
for experiments, maybe within 10 years 
we will have made the move from ani- 
mals to human.s." But alerr observers 
noted that the same technique might be 
used to grow clones from human tissue 
for use as “organ banks." without any 
need for messy wombs and meddle- 
some mothers. 

Growing complete human beings, 
even clones, and then “harvesting" 
organs from them would be illegal any- 
where on earth. (It's called murder.) 
But in October Dr. Jonathan Slack of 
Bath University in England announced 
that he can create headle.ss frog 
embryos by manipulating certain 
genes. The same technique could easily 
be applied to human beings, he 
observed — which might solve the eth- 
ical dilemma of growing humans as 
organ banks. 

“It occurred to me that a half-way 
house could be reached." Slack added. 
“Instead of growing an intact (human) 
embryo, you could genetically repro- 
gramme the embryo to suppress growth 
in all the parts of the body except the 
bits you want, plus a heart and blood 
circulation." 

So wheti your vital organs start to 


fail, the doctors may just clone a "par- 
tial embryo" from one of your cells, 
grow it jn'a Kuwabara tank, and harve.st 
healthy, rejection-proof new organs 
from it. Some people will call it mur- 
der. and some won't — and that's 
going to be one of the major fault lines 
of 21st-century politics. 

The other big discovery of the year is 
techniques for cancelling, or at least 
seriously reducing, the pull of gravity. 

It began, innocently enough, with a 
levitating frog. Researchers at the Uni- 
versity of Nottingham in England and 
the University of Nijmegen in the 
Netherlands have discovered that very 
storng magnetic fields create an oppos- 
ing magnetic field in organic material. 
The two magnetic fields then repel 
each other — which caused a frog to 
float two metres (six feet) in the air. 

“It works because it actually distorts 
(he electron orbits in the frog's atoms." 
explained Professor Peter Main of Not- 
tingham University's physics depart- 
ment. “That generates a liny current, 
which generates a magnetic field in the 
opposite direction from the main mag- 
net.... If the magnetic field pushes the 
frog away with sufficient force, you 
overcome gravity and the frog will 
float." 

The magnetic field that lifted the frog 
— and grasshoppers, and fish, and 
plants — was 16 tesla, a million times 
more powerful than the earth's natural 
magnetic field. But the scientists are 
already talking of a wider magnet (the 
field does not need to be stronger) that 
could lift a human being. 

There would be certain uses for such 
a technology — levitating burn vic- 
tims. for example — but for really .seri- 
ous weight-lifting, we need Podklet- 
nov's machine. 

Dr. Eugene Podkletnov is a Russian 
physicist who was carrying out tests a 
few years ago on a rapidly spinning, 
superconducting ceramic disc enclosed 
in a low-temperature vessel called a 
cryostat, when a colleague wandered in 
smoking a pipe. The smoke drifted over 
the cryostat — and rose vertically to 
the ceiling. 

“it was amazing." said Podkletnov. 
“We couldn't explain it.” So they car- 
ried out more tests, and found that all 
objects placed above the spinning disc 
showed a small drop in weight, as if 


thev were partly shielded from the 
effects of gravity. They dropped every- 
thing else "and went after the new phe- 
nomcDon. because anti-gravity really 
would change the world. 

Conventional science. says that anti- 
gravity is impossible, but some scien- 
tists point to a long-sought side-effect 
of Einstein's General Theory of Rela- 
tivity. in which spinning objects can 
distort gravity. It was long assumed, 
however, that this effect would be far 
too small to measure in a lab. 

With normal materials, the effect is 
very small, but a Japanese team led by 
Professor Hideo Hayasaka at Tohoku 
University has just measured it. They 
spun a gyroscope up to IS.OOO revolu- 
tions per minute, put it in an airtight 
container, and let it fall through two 
laser beams about o feet (two metres) 
apart. It consistently took about 
l/25,000ih of a second longer to fall 
that distance than a non-spinning 
object. Spinning made it lighter. 

That modest effect is not going to lift 
any spaceships out of the earth's gravi- 
ty well — bur Dr. Ning Li at the Uni- 
versity of Alabama suspects that the 
atoms inside superconductors may 
magnify the effect enormously. So does 
the U.S. National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA), which 
is funding her research. But Podklet- 
nov is still ahead of the pack. 

Dr. Podkletnov has now moved his 
research to Tampere University of 
Technology in Finland, and the latest 
version of his anti-gravity device pro- 
duces stunning results. Objects sus- 
pended over it show a two per cent ' 
drop in weight — and if you hang two 
of the devices in a vertical line, the 
weight loss doubles. And this is not 
fringe science: PodkJetnov's research 
has been accepted for publication by 
Britain's Institute of Physics. 

Podklernov's anti-gravity generators 
are 30 cm. (12 in.) In diameter, and do 
not consume huge amounts of power. If 
two can produce a four per cent weight 
loss, what would 50 do? Or 51? We 
could be on the brink of a revolution in 
transport, and above all in space flight; 
instead of boosting payload into orbit 
on a hugely expensive and polluting 
tower of flame, you just remove .it$, 
weight and float it up. 

You.could evenJevitate the clones,.’ 
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Amman to London 6 times a week. 


British Airways bridges the gap to London six times a week. With our convenient daylight 
timings, you can have the best start to a great festive season. For more information, call 
your local travel agent or British Airways on Amman 828801. 


OpBnied tiy cha indppendent carrier Bmish McdiierraneBn Airways Ltd. 
hitp;r/«MMr.hmish'3irwavs.toiii 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The worid's- favourite airline 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, December 28 , 1997 


Jordan, PNA sign agreements on tourism and specifications 


By Ghalia Alul 
Jonian Times Srtiff Reporter 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom fears that Israel wUl 
continue to hamper trade 
exchanges with the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank 
despite a number of 
agreements signed 
recently between Jordan 
and the Palestine Nation- 
al Authority tPNA). Both 
sides signed two accords 
in the West Bank town of 
RamaJluh on Thursday to 
encourage tourism and to 
set standards for product 
specifications, a vital 
step for trade exchanges 
that have remained mTai- 
mal. 

Jordanian olficials said 
they hoped to see 
improved bilateral trade 
exchanges — put on hold 
because of tough Israeli 
policies impeding th'e 
How of gooos across the 


King Hussein Bridge. 

Israel, they say, has 
been trying to maintain 
its monopoly over the 
Palestinian market which 
absorbs between $2.7 
billion and $4 billion a 
year of Israeli-made 
products. 

During the two-day 
meetings of the Jordan- 
ian-Palestioian Joint 
Ministerial Committee, 
delegates stressed the 
importance of encourag- 
ing their private sectors 
to generate more invest- 
ments and boost trade 
exchanges. 

‘Trade exchanges 
between the two sides 
did not reach the aspired 
level." said the minutes 
of the meeting signed by 
Deputy Prime Minister 
for Development Affairs, 
Jawad Anani. and PNA 
Finance . Minister 
Mohammad Nashashibi. 


“Efforts should be 
coordinated in order to 
encounter the Israeli 
obstacles hindering trade 
exchange between Jor- 
dan and Palestine." it 
added. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat attended 
the signing ceremony of 
the two accords and said 
they will help “consoli- 
date the tw'in relationship 
between Jordan and the 
PNA." 

A 1995 trade protocol 
si^ed by Jordan and the 
PNA exempted national 
goods from custom 
duties and all other fees 
and taxes — with the 
exception of a sales tax 
imposed by Jordan and a 
value added tax imposed 
by the PNA. 

Jordanian officials said 
they told the PNA they 
would study their pro- 
posal to eliminate the 


^ Invitation for Pre-qualification of Consultants ^ 
for Supervision of Construction of the Integrated 
Development Protect of the Southern Ghors 

The Government of Jordan had the final designs and tender documents prepared for 
the works listed below. It has also secured the finance for the construction and 
supervision of these works. The three Dams listed are to be constructed of Roller 
Compacted Concrete (RCC) with properties as described:- 

• Wala Dam, 49m high, 300m long, 9.3 MCM storage capacity, with an estimated 
rolled Crete volume 185,000m3. 

• Mujib Dam, 62m high. 600m long, 35 MCM storage capacity, with an estimated 

rolled Crete volume 750,000 m^. « 

•Tannur Dam. 69m high, 240m long, 16.6 MCM storage capacity, with an estimated 
rolled Crete volume 260.000m3. 

• Diversion weir at Mujib, with a 1.3kms long tunnel, the southern conveyor 73.5km, 
northern conveyor 28km long, and irrigation infrastructure for 11.862 dunums. 

The services will include site supervision and general contact administration during 
construction and maintenance period, including necessary reporting and preparation 
of project Manuals, with a prior phase to review the design and tender documents It 
is anticipated that the services will be divided into four separate contracts:- 

1. Supervision of construction for Wala and Tannur Dams 

2. Supervision of construction for Mujib Dam 

3. Supervision of construction for Mujib Weir and Conveyors 

4. Supervision of construction for Irrigation Infrastructure 

International Consultants with experience in the design and/or supervision of RCC 
dams are invited to submit pre-qualifications applications for the above contracts 1 
and 2, and those with experience In similar works to apply for qualification for the 
other two contracts. 

International consultants are required to joint venture with Jordanian consulting 
firms classified under class A or B In the fields of water supply, sewerage, roads, and 
electromechanical engineering. The International Consultants Interested to partici- 
pate In pre-qualification for the above projects are invited to collect the pre-qualifi- 
cation documents In accordance with the following terms. 

1 . Members of each joint venture are requested to provide with their pre-quallfica- 
tlons documents, a letter of intention duly signed by all members stating that the joint 
venture is committed to submit a duly legalised agreement, on award and before 
contract signature. 

2. All given;informatlon must be correct and accurate. 

3. The International Consultants shall comply with the Law of the Jordanian Engi- , 

neering Association regarding registration. I 

4. The deadline set for the collection of pre-qualification documents shall be at 1,3:00 1 

Jordanian local time on January 10, 1998. I 

5. The Pre-qualification proposals shall be submitted to the Jordan Valley Authority 
(Address below) no later than 13:00 local time on February 7th 1998. and must 
include on the envelope “Subject” Pre-qualification of Consultants for Supervision of 
Construction of the Integrated Development Project of the Southern Gh^rs. 


sales taxes impo.sed on 
Palestinian products on 
grounds it was hurting 
their competitiveness in 
the Kingdom's markeu 

The PNA al.so agreed to 
consider widening the 
list of products imported 
from Jordan and to pre- 
sent to Amman a new list 
of Palestinian goods that 
could be exporied in line 
with long-term plans to 
attain bilateral free trade. 

Dr. Anani said the 
“issue of expanding the 
list of products imported 
from Jordan and other 
countries" will be 
addressed during a meet- 
ing between Israel and 
the PNA next week. 

The PNA. running 
Gaza and parts of the 
West Bank under an 
interim agreement, needs 
Israeli ap'proval for most 
of iLs imports and exports 
as the Jewish state con- 
trols security along the 
borders. 

According to minutes 
of meeting, both sides 
agreed to'* have b;mks 
provide credit facilities 
to finance trade 
exchanges. 

They also agreed to 
help facilitate import 
procedures — a 
headache for Jordanians 
and Palestinians alike. 

They said the joint 
transport committee will 
hold a meeting in 
Amman next week to 
find alternative means to 
transport goods between 
both sides. 

Israeli border restric- 
tions have long impeded 
the transport "of goods 
between Jordon anaPNA 
areas. 

Palestinian officials 
proposed the elimination 


of the back-to-back sys- 
tem which they say has 
been hindering the flow 
of goods between the 
two sides. 

Jordan and the PNA 
emphasised the impor- 
tance of taking advan- 
tage of the recent Japan- 
ese gnint to reconstruct 
the King Hussein Bridge 
in order to facilitate the 
flow of goods and move- 
ment of people. 

They al.so agreed to 
facilitate procedures at 
cro.ssing points and 
increase worldng time to 
24 hours. . 

Both sides also agreed 
to look into ways to 
enhance the exchange of 
agricultural products and 
facilitate the export of 
Palestinian producLs 
transiting through Jordan 
to other" Arab and Gulf 
states. 

Also on Thursday. Dr. 
Anani had a meeting 
with Mr. Arafat who 
expressed hopes that the 
"successful meetings” 
would enhance Jordan- 
ian-Paiestinian relations. 

Asked if the meetings 
in Ramallah would pave 
the way for a tripartite 
meeting grouping the 
Kingdom. Israel and the 
PNA. Dr. Anani said Jor- 
dan would “call for such 
a meeting if there was a 
need for Tt." 

He added that Jordon 
will present some of the 
points agreed on with the 
PNA to" Israel with the 
aim of reaching a com- 
mon understanding on 
these issues. 

Dr. Anani said the next 
meeting for the minister- 
ial committee will be 
held in Jordan in Febru- 
ary. 


Under the tourism deal, 
signed by Touri.sm^ and 
Antiquities Minister 
Aqel Biliaji. and the 
Puestinian Minister ot 
Civil Administration, 
Jamil Tarifi. Jordan and 
the PNA agreed to facili- 
tate and support tounsm 
betw'een them llyough 
the exchange of informa- 
tion and technical exper- 
tise. 

They also agreed to 
encourage the role of the 
private ".sector in the 
e.stablishmeni of spe- 
cialised tour investment 
companies as well as 
organise tour exhibitions 
ana exchange visits of 
Jordanian and Palestin- 
ian journalists. 

Followins* the signing. 
Mr. Biltajr stres.sed the 
importance of coordinat- 
ing efforts with the PNA 
in the field of tourism, 
noting that the accord 
was the first of its kind 
the PNA reaches with an 
Arab or foreign country. 

Jordan and* the P#^A 
also agreed to study 
possibility of reaching 
common specifications 
and standards for pa^d- 
ucis subject to trade 
exchanges between 
them. 

Under the agreement 
signed by Indusir>', Trade 
and Supply Minister 
Hani Mulki and Pales- 
tinian Trade Minister 
Maher Masri. the two 
sides will recognise cer- 
tificates of specifications 
and quality in each coun- 
try. 

Under the agreement. 
Jordan and the PNA will 
exchange expertise, 
trainees and information 
pertaining to specifica- 
tions anef standards. 


Address 

Dr. Dureid Mahasneh 
Head of ttte Special Committee for 
the Mujib and Southern Ghors Pro- 
ject 

Amman P.O. Box 2769 - Jordan 
Fax: 962 - 6 - 689916 
Tel.: 962 - 6 - 689400 


Or. Dureid Mahasneh 
Secretary General 
Jordan Valley Authority 


Jordan expected to agree oil 
accord renewal with Iraq today 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Jordan and Iraq -will .• 
strike a d^al to renew an 
oil accord on Sunday 
after talks here between 
the two countries' oil 
ministers, on official said 
Saturday. 

The official gave jio 
other details of the 
accord, under which Jor- 
dan has said it hopes to 
increase imports from 
Iraq, its sole supplier, 
and reduce the price 
paid. 

Jordanian Energy Min- 
ister Mohammad Saleh 
Al Hourani said earlier 
he was convinced his 
talks would have "posi- 
tive results which will 
reinforce the solid rela- 


tions between the two 
.countries." 

He had told reporters 
on his arrival on Friday 
evening that his country 
wanted* to rai.se the 
amount of oil supplied 
under a deal to replace 
the current accord that 
expires in January. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Amer 
Ra.shid said Iraq wanted 
to provide Jordan with 
all Its oil needs. 

"The Iraqi posilion will 
not change and it con- 
sists of fulfilling all Jor- 
dan's needs in petrol and 
iLs derivatives, he told 
the official news agency 
INA. 

Iraq, under an oil 
embargo since its 1990 


invasion of Kuwait, is 
permitted by the Unjied 
Nations to conduct a sep- 
arate trade protocol with 
Jordan, once its main 
trading pamer. 

Mr. Hourani had told 
AFP in Amman he hoped 
to convince Iraq to 
reduce the price of oil 
from about $19. 15 a bar- 
rel currently and increase 
the supply by about 
seven per cent. 

Iraq incrca.sed the price 
it charges Jordan by $4 a 
barrel in January'. 

Jordan imported about 
$550 million worth of oil 
f70.(K10 barrels per day) 
from Iraq last year. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY. DECEMBER 2S, 


By Linda C. B lack, Tribune Media Services, h e, 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19).^ you concerned an 
older person won't like how you’ve got the place fixed 
up? Don't bother worrying. The ambience is perfect 
It’s so you. He or she will ju.st gel lo know you a lit. 
tie better, and love you anyway. It will just make your 
relation.ship stronger. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You don't like to irav- 
el that much. You think it’.s too expensive and takes 
you away from familiar things. Thai s why it s nice lo 
have people from far away enter your sphere of influ- 
ence. Make your hospitality available to people who 
have had experiences widely different from yours. lrn 
give you something to talk about for ages. 

GEMINI: (May 2*1 to June 21) There’s money com- 
ing in today. It looks like it’.s a gift from a partner. Or 
perhaps it's a stock dividend. It could also be a pay- 
back on a loan or an Inheritance. Since the mail isn’t 
delivered on Sunday, you may not find out about it 
until tomorrow. That's OK. It still counts. 

C.ANCER: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) You’re getting quite a 
bit of attention lately. A person you met at work could 
be interested in a more personal relationship. Another 
casual acquaintance has an eye to becoming mot? 
familiar. You don’t have to go for either of these 
options if you don’t feel like It. You're the one in con- 
trol. Just remember that and you’ll do fine. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) There are secrets to be 
handled today — some rumours to be squelched and 
others to be started. Curtail your social life for linle 
while, as you get your private life back in order. Don't 
worry'. You're in such a good mood, you il have fun ni> 
matter what happens. 

VIRGO: ( August 22 to September 22) This is the day 
to visit friends. Have you prepared gifts to distribute 
• all over rown? If .so. ihal’.s your perfect excuse. If not, 
pick up a few gift packages at your local deli to spread 
good cheer and good nourishmenL You’ll make this a 
day to remember. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) An older per- 
.son wants some of your time and anention today. Be 
nice. It could turn out well for you. This person is 
looking for someone with exactly your skills. So just 
be your own charming self and you’ll attract anention 
from one who can help you succeed. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This is a 
great day for you to travel. If you have a female rela- 
tive you haven’t .seen in a w'hiie. make her the object 
of your excursion. She'll have advice you can use to 
make more money. She may even have a few goodies 
to send home with you when you go. In other words, 
il'.s the perfect day to take a trip to Grandma's hou.se. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You’ll do well today shopping for baigains. That's 
especially true if you can get a Cancer to come along 
with you. This person already knows where the bar- 
gains hang out You could even spring for lunch as u 
way of paying for these services. And you'll have a 
great time while you're at it. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Focib 
on the one you love today, if you don't have a romon- 
dc partner, this is an exce’l]e^ dme to find Qne..Infaa 
you.should make that your first priority. Do it by bang- 
ing out where people you lik? tend, to congtegpig. A 
coring, frugal person would be a good choice for you. 
Pick the most likely prospect and see what you coo 
make happen. 

AQUARIUS: iJanuory 21 to February 19) There'.^ 
work to be done today. You've had a lot of lime for 
fun. but now you'll get to take care of business. 
There’s some shopping you knew would have to be 
done, and there are the regular household chores. They 
might be dull, but they also have to get finished. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You and your | 
sweetheart need some private lime. Sometimes you i 
communicate more when you don’t say anything. | 
That's because the communication i.<: coming from ihr I 
heart and soul. That's not to say your mind isn't | 
involved, hut what you’re most interested in is iIk { 
depth of the emotion. Make this vour objective. [ 

I 

Birthstone of December: Turquoi.se — Zircon j 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert 


Williams 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



41 Actor Wallach 

42 Alban, the 
composer 

44 Demo ending? 

45 Having paddies 
47 'Skittle Players' 

painter 

49 Vbluabte stone 
so Gilbert of 
'Roseanne' 

51 Contributes 
55Qty. 

57 Something that 
deserves anottter 
60 Singer John or 
Bonnie 

62 Caustic remark 

63 Lamb's pen 
name 

64 God of Islam 

65 Runny cheese 

66 Shore patrol grp. 

67 Lager and ale 

68 Practice punches 

69 vocalized team 
spirit 

DOWN 

1 Longstanding 
quarrels 

2 Plant new seeds 

3 M^showplace 

4 Self^ffacement 


5 Homed (in) 

6 hwentorHowe 

7 Dipiomacy 

8 Mdses of 
baseball 

9 Hip 

10 European eagle 

1 1 Breves owner 

12 PartotUNU/ 

13 Beatnik abodes 

21 Rose sticker 

22 Fewer and 
farther between 

26 Old card game 
26 Odin by another 
name 

29 Touch against 

30 Mall event 

31 Author BagnoM 

32 Citizen in a 
sovereign nat. 

33 Vicinity 

34 Subway gate 

35 Enticement 

39 'Loverboy' singer 

40 Indefinitely 

43 Vbung women's 
grp. 


EDI1QI9DI1 □□□□□□□□ 

□DBOiaa □aQQDona 
□□□ □QHaCI QCH3BQ 
□□□ BiaQCIDIZ] □□□□ 
SQQIIE3D 
QEICIDE! UElBnClIl Qn 
□CaHailEIS QE3GIBBQB 
aUBPIiCHiE] □!]□□□ 
□QdBDB DQCID 
[!□□□ □□HDI3Q E3EDD 
HliSDa EIIIDDII ODD 
BQQQBQQEI ElBIZinQD 
□DDIiBlQQB ElinDClQQ 
BBnBDaBB BaHHHa 


tqiBSMVhn KMi Sana*, he; 
AIHghh 


46 Unpakf performer 
46 Rddities 
49 Cartel's peanut 

51 Andrea the 
dictator of Genoa 

52 OMahema city 

53 Houdbifs first 
name 


54 Hitches 

55 Saudi 

56 Masculine 

58 Wanes 

59 'DieWbrld 
Aceortfingto 

61 Cigarette 
drawback 


TH© CAN 
TOUGH WHEN 'p« 
MEAT 15 TENI?ggj 


Now arrange the dreled 
form the surprise anwr*^ 

gesled by me above 
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Ministry floats prices of popular 
food except hommos, fool andfalafel 


** the ministry of Supply has decided to 
float the prices of all popular dishes but 
excluded the three most consumed meals — 
Hommos, fool and falafel. However, the min> 
isoy specified a ceiling which restaurants are 
flot allowed to exceed for each dish. Supply 
Seciciaiy General Mohammad Smtidi said 
ivstaurams wiU be subject to stiff penalties 
that can so as far as closing the restaurant if 
any of them exceeds the price ceiling. Popu- 
lar restaurants are those which do not carry 
any touristic classification. 

The ministry did not announce the lists of 
food and price ceilings, but more than ten 
xypes are to be included in the lists which are 


expected to be made public within few days. 
Or. Smadi .said restaurants should show the 
type of food and the price in a list that should 
be certified from the ministry and the con- 
cerned union and posted at a visible location. 
Not abiding by this condition is considered to 
be a clear violation. Or. Smadi stressed. 

Restaurateurs expect this step to create 
competition that would reflect on prices to be 
moderate. The decision is an incentive to the 
restaurants to provide good quality at real 
prices, they said noting that customer demand 
will be the factor specifying both the quality 
and the price (Al Ra’j). 


JIC will not divest its equity 
in Al RaH and Jordan Times 

** THE JORDAN Investment Coiporatiun iJlCt. the government's arm handling slate invest- 
ments in vmious companies, has no intention in the foreseeable future to divest its equity in the 
Jordan Press Foundation tJPF) which publishes the two dailies Al Ra'i and the Jordan Tmics. 
According to JIC Director General Mohammad BaiaNmeh. the JIC investment in Al Ra'i is 
around L5 per cent and such a rate is not a bunJen on the management of the JPF. "The corpo- 
ration is represented by one member on the board." he noted. 

Mr. Batayneh went on to say: "AetuaiJy, we are not violating the Jaw which specifies that slate 
equity in newspapers should not exceed per cenL" However, he added, if the investment of 
the Social Security Corporation is considered, the percentage would exceed the 30 per cent 
level. According to some opinions, the funds of the Social Security Corporation are private 
funds (Al Dustour). 



The Business of Information 


US Dollar 
DEMark 
6B Sferfing 
CH Franc 
JPYen 
CADonar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


JPY 


1.7730 0.5961 1.4337 130.35 




Prices as at ...... 


m 


27/12/97 19:22 


0.8086 73.52 

2.3968 216.15 


0JK177 1.3591 0.4567 1.0990 - 1.1000 

0.6969 1.2349 Dj414S 0.9986 1.10 

1.0174 0.3419 0.0823 1337.79 0.8234 

0.6006 88.72 0.2981 71.77 65.22 0.7180 

0.1686 0.2989 0.1004 24.1710 21.96 0.2419 




1.9975 

5.9310 





139.38 

4.1340 

163.12 

4.5466 

1.3912 

4.1308 

11.46 

3.4032 

- 

2.9677 

33.6800 

' - 


Mhfdle Eastern Currencies 


I 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar' 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar CHnar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1 OOQ 
Egyptian 


Energy 



3.7506 0.3770 3.6400 

6.2975 0.5325 6.1412 

6.1005 0.97 

9.9486 - 9.66 

1.0304 1.0304 

12.3162 1.2379 11.96 

1.0213 0.1027 0.9912 

24634 0JW176 2.3908 

1.1026 0.1108 1.0700 



1622.60 34020 
216042 4.8061 
405.94 0.9071 

403846 9.0239 
418.27 0.9346 

12.06 4999.18 0.9346 

414.58 0.9264 

24121 2J2345 

1.0795 447.63 



SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 




Metal Prices 




Ml (3 Months) 


Coffee (G/lbs) 
Cocoa ($/ton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat ($/ton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea(stg/kg) 
Barley ($/b$h) 
RJce{5/ton) 


295.25 

296 

6J6 

6.38 

364 

367 

1624 

1527 

1748 

1753 

1108 

1112 

541 

544 


Mid-East Currencies 


OHF.-: 


04729 0.15594 0.38253 34.7814 
0.2723 048293 ai6232 0.39067 35.5216 

3.2835 5.82411 1.95733 4.71032 428.266 

0.3770 4.70367 1.58128 3.80S1B 346.021 

1.9177 3.4001 1.1425 2.7494 249.972 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


7.62 





7.62 

7.62 

0.25 

0.31 

3.81 

3.91 

3.71 

300 

1.S6 

106 

5.19 

6.00 


Energy 



JOD Cross Rates 


us Dollar 
GB Startling 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JPYen 
NL Gidlder 
IT Ura 



04934 
0.1192 0.1198 

0.5422 0.5440 

0.354 



JTC to consider lowering 
telephone tariffs again 


By lyad Wa^fi . 

Special to the Jorddn Times 

AMMAN — • Jordan 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany (JTC) will be consid- 
ering during the coming 
few days decreasing tariffs 
on local, national and inter- 
nationoi telephone calls for 
1998, JTC General Manag- 
er Mamoun Balqar told Al 
Ra’i and the Jordap Times 


Saturday. 

He did nor mention any 
figure but informed sources 
said the reduction will be 
between 35-50 per cent 
after the completion of the 
connections and erection of 
the maritime cables in the 
Red Sea. 

Mr. Balqar said the com- 
pany has reduced the lariffs 
on imernational calls and 
modified the smicnire of 


local and national network 
earlier this year “A .study to 
evaluate the financial effect 
of the changes will be con- 
ducted and based on the 
study, the JTC will consider 
lowering the tariffs this 
year," he added. 

According to the sources, 
maritime cables provide 
cheaper calls than those by 
satellites. 


Merrill Lynch 
predicts correction 
on Wall Street in '98 


Dudin signs JD4 million contract 
to build housing estate in Aqaba 


AQABA (Petra) — The 
Aqaba Region Authority 
(ARA) Saturday awarded a 
local firm a JD4.185 million 
contract to build the infra- 
structure of the planned 
ninth housing estate in the 
Aqaba region. 

Under the agreement 
which was signed by ARA 
President Marwan Dudin 
and the local firm's general 


manager the project will be 
earned out within 30 
months. 

The project entails the 
construction of a 17,500- 
metre road network, a 17 
kilometre long sewerage 
network, a 24-kiloraetre 
long water network plus 
electricity and telephone 
networks. 

Mr. Dudin said the hous- 


ing estate, which will be 
built on 570 dunums, is to 
be divided into 750 plots of 
land in addition to 42 
dunums for schools and 47 
dunums for a shopping cen- 
tre. He said that a total of 
3,(XX) housing units accom- 
modating 15 000 inhabitants 
will be built under this 
agreement. 


Egypt to produce 50 per cent 
more gas within two years 


CAIRO (AFP) -!-■ Within 
(WO years Egypt w’ill pro- 
duce 70 million cubic 
metres of gas. half as much 
again as today, thanks to 
new fields coming into 
operation, an Egyptian oil 
official has told AFP. The 
official in Egypt's oil min- 
istry said tiiat "between 
now and i 999, our country 
will produce 50 per cent 
more gas" than it produces 
now. 


He said Egypt’s oil 
reserves are estimated at 
"890 billion cubic metres 
distributed over 120 gas 
fields discovered during 
the last 16 years.” 

The gas fields are off- 
shore in the Mediterranean, 
in the Nile Delta and the 
Western Desert. 

In November, Italy's Edi- 
son, Britain's British Gas, 
and the Dutch Shell oil 
companies signed a con- 


tract to extract gas from the 
northern Egyptian Rashid 
concession. Gas saJes to 
the Egyptian General 
Petroleum Company 

(EGPC) are to begin in Jan- 
uary 2000 and reach a total 
of 2.5 billion cubic metres 
per year. 

The US oil company 
Amoco, Italy's Eni. and 
Spain's Repsol are also 
active in Egypt. 


NEW Y'ORK (AFP) — 
Wall Street will face a 
correction before glidinj: 
into an upswing in 1998. 
the- U.S. investment Firm 
Merrill Lynch has pre- 
dicted. 

In a mixed forecast for 
1998, MerriJl Lynch said 
that the stock market 
tended to rise for an aver- 
age of three to 3-1/2 years 
and then undergo a cor- 
rection. This happened in 
1990 and 1994. 

Key indexes like the 
Dow' Jones Industrial 
Average and Standard and 
Poor's" 5CI0 index will hit 
record highs early next 
year and %en tumble up 
io 25 per cent, predicted 
Richard McCabe, prin- 
cipal market analyst for 
Merrill Lynch. 

The market correction 
will be followed by 
steady increases late next 
year and in early 1999, 
Mr. McCabe said. 

The current Dow Jones 
record is 8.259.31 points, 
and Standard and Poor's 
is 983.79. 

In addition, the Federal 
Reserve Commission will 
likely cut U.S. interest 
rates during 1998, accord- 
ing to Merrill Lynch. 

"Deflation nsks will 
overcome inflation risks 
in Greenspan's mind." 
Bruce Steinberg, the com- 
pany's principal econo- 
mist, said of the Federal 
Reserve (Fed) chairman. 

Last week, the Fed 
decided to leave the rates 
unchanged. The day-to- 
day interbank rate is cur- 
rently 5.5 per cent, after a 
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INSORAHCS SSCRHi TOTALS . IMDBXx 117.81 >CBG 


2.050 1.550 JOR.BLECTRXC PNR. 9.3 

7.500 3.750 VHCLS. OHNEBS PBO. 10.0 

6.100 3.550 ARAB IllTL. HOTELS 14.5 

3.050 2.300 SHIPPING LINES 13.4 

1.550 . 930 NATL. - PORTTOLIO 9 

1.010 .850 REAL ESTATE IlfV. 23.4 

.760 .470 JntDAM IHTL.TRAD. 25.2 

4.000. 2.890 ARAB IITL. INV.SXK:. 10.1 

2.230 1.630 OmriBD CO. 8.0 

.890 .640 URXOH LAND DEV. q 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


ZHDBXs 114.23 XCSC: 


4.450 2.750 JOR. CEKBMT PACT. 20.0 

11.160 9.200 JOR. PETROL. REPINARX 10.2 

1.410 1.040 HOOfcBN INDUSTRIES 9.6 

7.000 5.800 JOR. WORSTED HILLS 11.2 

4.700 3.440 ARAB PHARM. HASP. 12.4 

3.800 l.-BOO GENERAL HIRING q 

8.400 5.000 ARAB CREH. DTRECN. 22.7 

1.420 1.050 RAPIA INDUSTRIES q 

6.000 4.400 OAR ALOAHA DV.INV. 13.8 

3.850 2.230 ARAB ALOM.IHD. 6.6 

.650 .450 LIVESTOCK 6 POOLTRy 9.7 

.730 .510 NATIONAL INDS. 9 

1.150 .400 XNTERKED.PEIRO.CBRH. q 

5.040 4.370 JOR.CHSM.INDS. 21.6 

3.000 1.160 NATL. CABLE NIRE.KPAC 30.1 

.890 .530 JOR. SOLPHO-CHSH q 

1.610 1.160 ARAB PRARH.CKEH. 15.1 

1.800 .820 ONIV. HODH.IKDS. P 

1.410 .690 . JOR. XHOS. RESOURCES 10.9 

1.620 1.320 NATL. CHLORINE 13.9 

.970 .810 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 16.3 

1.970 1.340 EL -ZAT READY WEAR 54.9 

1.200 .860 UNION CU. 6 VEC. 43.6 

..840 .570 H10.BA5T COMPLEX 7.5 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEXi 115.02 ICR6: 


2.83 

2.97 

.14+ 

1D.6S 

10.50 

.15- 

1.07 

1.11 

.04+ 

6.77 

6.95 

.18+ 

4.16 

4.15 

.01- 

2.05 

2.15 

.10+ 

7.04 

7.^9 

.35+ 

1.23 

1.23 


5.70 

5v65 

.05- 

2.70 

2.80 

.10+ 

.46 

L46 

. 

.60 

.60 

. 

.41 

.40 

.01- 

5.04 

5.29 

.25+ 

1.27 

1.25 

.02- 

.59 

.59 


1.18 

1.48 

• 

.86 

.85 

.01- 

.81 

.81 


1.47 

1.47 


.90 

.69 

.01- 

l.SO 

1.56 

.06+ 

1.01 

.96 

.05- 

.60 

.61 

.01+ 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 160.04 ZCHC: -0.07 


264 436046 
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7 : Now 12 nontha biqb 
9 X Now 12 neneba low 

S I scoek dlvldand darlnq the paot 12 oontba 
N I Liatod durinq the put 12 nentha 
P I P/B ratio la 100 or ooro 
q : Noqativo P/B 

E I Barnlnq la aoro or N/A for tbo aoat roeont year 



quarter-point increase in 
March. 

The yield on U.S. Trea- 
sury bonds may tumble as 
low as 5.5 per cent over 
next year, the bank said. 
The current rates, around 
5.95 per cent, have not 
fallen lower than 5.7S per 
cent since October 1993. 

Meanwhile. inflation 
should remain less than 
two per cent throughout 
1998. Merrill Lynch said. 
Over the past 12 months, 
it remained at l.S per 
cent 

The U.S. gross domestic 
product should grow 2.5 
per cent in 1998, com- 
pared to four per cent this 
year, the company said. 
Already, the Asian finan- 
cial crisis is responsible 
for a 0.5 per cent slow- 
down. 

The crisis will also 
intensify the U.S. trade 
imbalance, since Asia 
counts for roughly 30 per 
cent of U.S. exports, the 
bank predicted. 

Last year's predictions 
for 1997 foresaw that 
Wall Street would have a 
hard time keeping up with 
the 30 per cent growth in 
1995 and 1996. In fact, 
the Dow Jones climbed 
by 22.9 per cent and Stan- 
dard and Poor's increased 
30 per cent. 


Lufthansa 
sees freight 
link with 
5 airlines 

FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
Lufthansa is considering 
creating an alliance with 
five other airlines to coor- 
dinate thetr freight busi- 
ness along the lines of the 
Star Alliance launched in 
May for passenger traffic, 
the airline has said. 

Five airlines involved in 
die freight project were 
United Airlines of the 
United States, Varig of 
Brasil, Thai Airways 
Internationa], Air Canada 
and SAS of Scandinavia, 
Lufthansa Cargo said. 

The plan was to create 
“a real world freight 
alliance" involving the 
creation of an internation- 
al network, cooperation 
concerning transportation 
by lony and the develop- 
ment of common services 
such as an express cargo 
service. 

Freight managers from 
each of the companies 
had met near Frankfurt on 
Dec. 3 and 4 and would 
meet again in March to 
discuss ways of creating 
such an alliance, the com- 
pany said. 

The six companies 
already cooperate in the 
Star Alliance for passen- 
ger traffic to 578 destina- 
tions in 106 countries. 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN M ARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 


Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


DA JANI Jewellers, Gems of the worl ^ ^21 & 22 k. Gold. 


IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL 
Amman. Anna Fonnn 


STUDIO HRIG 

1 hour sendee 

Oevek^yowcotouf Krn 

at our shop and gat: 

* JtmBO pftoto stee 

• entiirgemeni 

SOxSOcm. 


Shmelsanl - Oppos**® 

Onn^aysBank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


cnoMnncRB. 


INDOOR HEATED 


jAcuza 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 


TENNIS & 
SQUASH 
COURTS 


Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 



SANABEL 


Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tsi. 864230 - 865167 



* Onr A Two Bedroo as * Pull 
Eqwppcd KtacbcMOcs * Oailj> i 
Look Suy - Rcscombic Rates 


5ih Cude 
Tcl. 692672 Fix 674551 


■^MERRY CHRISTMAS ’ 
•. Nev.f * New * New 
Makawir line 
on display at the 

Bani Hamida House 

* Rugs * Cushions 
’ Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman, 
1st Circle. Rainbov; St. 

Open daily from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays & 

official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 


Grand Market 


7i5%discount on drinksCvalid till 30'' Dec) 
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Amman to host 9th 
Pan- Arab Games in 1999 


By Aleea Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff' Reporter 

AMMAN — The flag of the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games was oCficialJy hoisted at Amman 
Intemationai Stadium Friday following two days 
of talks between Jordan's sports officials and 
their counterparts from the Arab Sports 
Federation ( ASF). 

The ceremony ended months of speculation 
and confirmed the final date of the Games now 
scheduled for Aug. 1999. 

In July, the ASF had originally approved 
Jordan's bid to host the Games in Amman in 
2001 and Kuwait was chosen as a substitute in 
case Jordan withdrew its bid. 

However, recent reports suggested that the 
ASF would rather have Amman hold the Games 
in 1999. slashing the time remaining to prepare 
for the event 

“The general consensus was that it was prefer- 
able that the Games be held in 1999 and we 
accepted. We are ready to host the event*' Jordan 
Olympic Committee Vice Chairman Mouaflaq 
AJ Fawwaz told the Jordan Tunes on Saturday. 

The ASF delegation was headed by Secretary- 
General Othman Sa'ad. who underlined support 
for Jordan's bid saying sponsorship would be 
garnered through slashing the io cent ASF 
maigin of proflt on promotion and television 
coverage in addition to aid from the Arab 
League estimated at around $700,000. 

A Cairo meeting of the Arab sports mioisters in 
February is expected to officially confirm Jordan 
as host nation of the 9th Pan-Arab Games. 


E)r. Fawwaz said the necessary infrastructure 
was available in Amman but said hosting the 
event needs collective and immediue efforts to 
ensure the organisational success. 

“We do not have time to lose. What we lack is 
a track and field stadium, some electronic timing 
machines and a multi-purpose indoor court” he 
said. 

Dr. Fawwaz estimated the needed funds at 
about JD3-4 million during the coming two 
years. 

The Gaines will be held two ye^ ahead of 
schedule because of the recent decision to hold 
the 2nd Southwest Asian Games in Beirut in 
2001 and the Mediterranean Games in Tunisia in 
the same year. 

Although the two events were held four 
months apart this year, observers believe that 
oiganising them along with the Pan-Arab Games 
during the same year might not be favourable for 
the participating athletes. 

Sports offlcT^s say tiiat holding the Games in 
19^ would be a very good opportunity for Arab 
athletes to prepare for ^e 2000 Sydney 
Olyippics. 

AcconUng to observers, ASF officials pre- 
ferred to change the dale to 1999 and move the 
Games from Amman to Kuwait in order to keep 
Iraq away from the Games — a move that would 
avert a possible boycott of other Arab teams 
whose reladans with Baghdad are strained. 

Although it was Anally decided that Amman 
will host the Games, officials refused to com- 
ment on whether Jtxdan would invite Iraqi ath- 
letes after all. 


The Games, designed to emphasise Arab 
brotheihood, were clouded by Lebanon's refusal 
to grant the Iraqi team entry visas fear of 
angering Kuwait and Saudi Arabia who allocat- 
ed around $28 million to the 8th Gaines held Iasi 
July in Beirut. 

The Games witness^ the best Jordanian 
showing to date since the Pan-Arab Games were 
launched. Competing in 14 of the 20 events, 
Jordan finished 5th overall among 19 competing 
countries, taking a total of 40 medals, including 
10 gold. 8 stiver and 22 bronze medals compared 
to 9th overall tn the 7th Pan-Arab Games in 
1992, with 1 gold, 6 silver and 6 bronze medals. 

Jordan's athletes gained mc»e gold medals in 
Beirut than in all the past 7 Pan- Arab Games 
together where Amn^ took a total of 49 
medals, including 7 gold, 16 sti^^r, 26 bronze. 

The Pan-Arab Games have only been held 
eight times since 1953: Alexandria in 1953. 
Beirut 1957, Casablanca 1961. Cairo 1965. 
Damascus 1976. Morcca> 1985, Damascus 
1992 and Beirut 1997. 

ASF officials said die Games will include 13 
principal events: soccer, basiretball, volleyball, 
handball, athletics, gymnastics, swimming, box- 
ing. weightUfting, wrestling, equestrian, cycling 
and table tennis. Squash and chess and or any 
other exhibition events could be added by the 
organising country which also decides the mas- 
cot. 

The event will also be follow^ by a Special 
Arab Games for the Handicapped. 


Gaza beats West Bank after United down Eveiton 

^ 1* 'Ll 1 J L T 1 LONDON (AFP) — strikes. 

Qfknnp nlnPKPu nv I^THPI Manchester United rested The £7 milUon signii 

UWVMtVUf Uy Xijf il'CI' several star players but still from Uverpool struck fro 


JERICHO (AFP) — The Gaza Strip 
beat the West Bank in the first game of 
the flrst-ever Palestinian Football 
Championship Friday, despite the fact 
that Israel had held up Gaza's starting 
goalie from reaching the West Bank for 
the match. 

The club from the Gaza town of 
Rafah defeated the West Bank's A1 
Bireh club, 3-2, in the West Bank town 
of Jericho in the first match of the two- 
game championship, which has been 
plagued by Israel's control over move- 
ment between the two lerrirories. 

Although most of the Gaza ,team 
received the necessanr permits to enter 
the West Bank.' Israel had held up the 
permits for three of the players, includ- 
ing the starting goalie, said Palestinian 
Football Union official Badr Mekki. 

The three finally arrived in Jericho 
during the Anal minutes of the game, 
too late to play but in time to celebrate 
the victory. 

A contingent of around 200 Gazan 
students and Palestinian Authority 
employees were on hand to cheer on 
their team. 

But since permit restrictions prevent 
the bulk of fans from attending the 


championship, a second game is 
planned to be held in the Gaza Strip at 
a later date. The winner — on goals if 
the teams split the games — wins the 
first ever Palestine Cup. 

The Gaza Strip match had been 
scheduled for last Friday, but heavy 
rains scuttled the match and the West 
Bank players had to return home imme- 
diately since their permits allowed them 
to stay In Gaza only 24 hours. 

Palestinians are required to obtain a 
permit from Israel to move from the 
West Bank to the Gaza Strip and vice 
versa, but permits are frequently reject- 
ed for the slightest "security reason.” 
The Palesimians have been unable to 
Aeld a uniAed national team because of 
difficulties gening players from the two 
areas on the same field for practice, 
union officials say. 

So now all games abroad are played 
either by a fully Gazan or West Bank 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Deluxe 3-bedroom ground floor with separate 
entrance and garden, (jlose to Jordan Hospital. 

For more information, please call 
695303 or 688497 



JORDAN 

TIMES 

e-mail 

jotimes® 

go.com.jo 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Manchester United rested 
several star players but stilt 
powered six points clear at 
the top of the English 
Premiership after a con&n- 
able 2-0 win over fallen 
giants Everton on Friday. 

Goalkeeper Peter 

Schmeichel was sent home 
after arriving at Old Trafford 
with a heavy cold before 
United boss Alex Ferguson 
decided to leave key for- 
wards Ryan Giggs and 
Teddy Sheringham on the 
bench. 

But the reigning cham^n- 
ons provided ominous evi- 
dence of their strength in 
depth by brushing aside sec- 
ond-bottom Everton cour- 
tesy of goals from Henning 
Berg and Andy Cole. 

United's cause was helped 
after title challengers 
Chelsea and Blackburn were 
held to draws by 
Wimbledon and ShefAeld 
Wednesday respectively. 

Evenon boss Howard 
Kendall slammed his play- 
ers after watching them 
slump to their 11th 
Premiership defeat of the 
season at Old Trafford. 

“It was an embarrassing 
90 minutes, to be honest, ft 
was men agains( boys. The 
scoreline flaUered us. 

Elsewhere. Stan 

Collymore put his personal 
problems behind him to help 
Aston Villa to a crushing 4- 
I over struggling 
Tottenham. 

Collymore. who was 
charged by police with 
as.saulung his former giil- 
friend in a nightclub on 
Christmas Eve. boosted his 
meagre goal tally to four in 
22 games with two late 


The Jordan Securities Commission is seeking to hire 
a systems manager with the following qualiAcations: 


1- Minimuni B.Sa de,gEee in Computer 
Sdences or C(»npt)ter Engmeering . . 

2- Over 10 years experience in systems 
management , securi^ management and 
network managem^it . 

3- Mastering Unix and ORACLE RDBMS. 

4- Fluent in &iglish & Arabic Languages . 


Please meal your C.V with recent photogrtg>h be- 
fore 5 Jamiary 1998 to: 

JORDAN SECURITIES COMMISSION 
* P.O.Box ( 8802 ) 

AMMAN - JORDAN 


A FOUR STAR RESTAURANT LOCATl^ IN 'THE 
WEST OF AMMAN IS SEEKING A MANAGER WITH 
THE FOLLOWING QUAUnCATIONS: 

- AT LEAST TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
SIMILAR POSTS. 

- COMPLETE FLUENCY IN ARABIC AND 
ENGLISH 

- APPUCANTS COULD BE FEMALES OR MALES. 

- GOOD FINANCIAL COMPENSATION AND 
SHOULD PROVIDE A GOOD CAREER PROSPECT. 

' Aix'cy.^ -mL be handled wna discrktor 

MAILCV.XO: 

' APPIICATION FOR RECTAURANTMANACEBR 
P.O&OX-917161 AMMAN UllO 


stT^es. 

The £7 million signing 
from Liverpool struck from 
close range to make it 3-1 
before cuiiing in a stunning 
tree-kick to seal the rout in 
the final minute. 

^Ua midfielder Mark 
Draper was also in outstand- 
ing form, scoring Villa's 
first two goals. Colin 
CaJderwood earlier 

equalis«i for sad Spurs with 
what proved to be no more 
than a consolation goal. 

Uverpool manager Roy 
Evans breathed a sigh of 
relief after watching his 
strikers waste a string of 
good chances before wrap- 
ping up an impressive 3-1 
victory over Leeds. 

Third-placed Cbelsea are 
11-2 second favourites 
behind United to win the 
title, but manager Ruud 
Gullit sud expectations had 
grown too great at the west 
London club after watching 
bis side grind out a dull 1-1 
draw witit Wimbledon. 

Arsenal survived a late 
fightiiack to breathe fresh 
iifr into their flagging title 
challenge with a hard- 
fougM victory over Martin 
O’Neill's Leicester. 

Newcastle midfielder 
David Batty faces a three- 
maich ban after he was dis- 
mi.ssed for the second time 
this season in his side's 1-0 
defeat at Derby. 

Wsst Ham’s fine home 
form continued with a 1-0 
home viaory over strug- 
gling Coventry courtesy of 
a 17th nunuie strike by for- 
mer Newcastle striker Paul 
Kitsem. Coventry's misery 
was compound^ by the 
dismissal of George 
Boareng, a recent signing 
from Feyenoord, for two 
bookable offence.s. 

Bolton and Barnsley but- 
tled each other to a 1-1 
draw at the Reebok 
Stadium for a result that 
does little for either side's 
fight for survival. 

Macedonian international 
Ceorp Hristov gave 
Barnsley the lead after 20 
minutes before Bolton's 
Iceland^ defender Gudni 
Bergsson scored a superb 
equ^iser with a stunning 
35-^ird shot 
Crystal Palace were left 
searching for their first 
home win of the season 
after being held to a l-l 
draw by Southampton. 



Yachts fight for position at the start of the 53rd Sydney-to-Hobart race December 26. 
Australian maxi Brindabella leads, from Swedish maxi Nicorette and Hong-Koi^> 
register^ pocket maxi Exile with PL Lea^e Future Shock back in fourth place. A 
115 strong-fleet started this years race, considered one of the world's three leadii^ 
blue water classics (Reuters photo) 

Favourite Brindabella takes 
lead in Sydney to Hobart race 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Line-honours favourite 
Brindabella surged into the lead of the 
Sydney to Hob^ yacht race Saturday as 
rough seas and high winds forced the retire- 
ment of five boats overnight. 

When it reported in. 40 kilometres north 
of Montague Island early Saturday. 
Australian maxi Brindabella held a 3.2 knt 
lead over Hong Kong-registered pocket 
maxi Exile. The leader was 208 km into the 
1.008 km race. 

Eight kilomefres further astern was 
Ragamuffin, captained by veteran Syd 
Fischer. 

Brindabella. a 22-metre maxi, has twice 
finished runner-up in its four starts. But on 
Sanjrday u prospered in the turbulent 35- 
knot conditions (hat battered the fleet and 


forced the Swedish-registered early leader j 
Nicorette back to fourA. 

The top 10 was rounded out bv 
Berrimilla. Motorola Young Australia, PL 
Lease Future Shock. Marchioness. Valuk 
and Bright Morning Scar. 

. . But the ^cy conditions took their toll. 

The list of retirees swelled to seven wif 
five more yachts withdrawing ovemigfe 
TJiey were Assassin. Midnight Ramble 
Rapscallion. Southerly and She's Apples R 
which had to restart the race late Frida) 
after suffering early damage to its bull. 

Weona Winna and Team Jaguar withdrew 
on the opening day of the 53jd annual bluO' 
water classic. 

Heavy rain and more strong souibeti) 
winds are forecast Saturday. 


Nagano Olympics parade 
may hurt some national pride 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Mongolian 

Kyokushuzan's pride may 
hurt when he join.s 70 
other fully attired sumo 
wrestling star.s in the 
parade of nations at the 
opening ceremony of the 
Nagano Winter Olympics. 

The stocky 24-year-old 
is assigned to carry the 
placard for Kazakhstan 
while other foreign sumo 
wre.«;tlcrs march at the 
head of their compatriots 
in the February 7 ceremo- 
ny. 

Earlier in the two-hour 
ceremony, the wrestlers, 
averaging about ISO kilo- 
grammes (330 lb.s). will 
also show their form in a 
ground-purifying rite — 
stripped down to loin- 
clothes and ceremonial 
aprons in sub-zero tem- 
peratures. 

Kyokushuzan's home 
country, in grassy A.sian 
highlands, has yet lo enter 
any qualified athlete in the 
biggest-ever Wi nier 
Games expected to bring 
together at least 7 1 coun- 
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trie.s. 

"I will call the sports 
minister at home and a.sk 
him about the situation.” 
Kyokushuzan said Friday 
after a draw to match the 
wrestlers to individual 
countries. 

Several nation.s were 
exempted from the selec- 
tion process. 

The top-ranked grand 
champion ( yokozuka ). 
Tukunohana. will lead the 
ho.sLs Japan while the 
United States. Argentina. 
Brazil and South Korea 
are led by their own 
favourite -sons in the cen- 
turies-old Japanese sport. 

Hawaiian-born 
Akebono, the second- 
ranked yokozuna. will 
carry the placard for the 
first nation to enter the 
Minomi Nagano open-air 
stadium — Greece, the 
birthplace of the 
Olympics. 

“I will give full-out sup- 
port to any one from 
Mongolia." said 

Kyokushuzan. ranked 
fifth in sumo'ii premier 




PHILADELPHiA "1” A PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


George Clooney <£ 
Nicole Kidman ...in 

THE 

PEACEMAKER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 

^ 8:30. 10:30 


Nicholas Cage ... in 

Mickey Rourke & \ 

Angie Everhart ... in jl Shows: 12:30, 3:00. 6:30 


ANOTHER 9-1/2 
WEEKS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30. 10.30 


ALMASEER 

(Arabic) 
Nour .41 Sharif 

Shows; 8:30. 10:4.‘S 

HERCULES 

Shows; 1 1:00. 5:00 


CONCORD 

coBceis -1' 

MR- BEAN 

12:30,3:30.6:15.8:30.10:30 

COBCOKO -3- 

MURDER 1600 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


galleria 1 

ABDOUN 

WALT DISNEY’S 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

Harrison Ford.,, in 


division. who oijk 
a.spirod to compete in 
Olympics as a wre.stli.*r 
a judoka. 

He said he hud nothin? 
against Kazakhstan. 
of Mongolia's neighbrf> 
and aliie.s in the fonm:f 
Soviet bloc. 

"I studied their langiu?‘'‘ 
(Russian) when I 
junior high school." ^ 
said. “Bui I am still hoP* 
ing Mongolia will be ubli 
to qualify .somebody.' 

Mongolia entered 
athlete in short-track ski**' 
ing at the Ia.st Games 
Lillehammer and fouf 
speed-skating and 
country .skiing 
Albertville in 1992. 

A Mongolian 
country skier is seen 
ly to qualify for Nasam"' 
he manages to compcw 
a required number ‘ 
intemationai meets befuP- 
the Games. 


Hiffam Yanes QieBtts i 
TEL: 625155 j 


GEORGE OF aIR FORCE ONE 
THE JUNGLE 

Shows; 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 


NOW ON DAILY I 

THE government I 

IN THE SERVICE | 
OF PEOPLE I 

Starring Hisham j 

and Amal Dabbos | 
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[MDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
{Ulc Smits took advantage 
of the absence of Rony 
Saikaly and scored 13 of 
bis 20 points in the first 
quarter as the Indiana Pac- 
ers cruised to a 107-81 vic- 
loiy over the Orlando 
Magic on Friday night. 

Fred Hoiberg added a 
season-high 20 points -15 
coming in the fourth quar- 
ter when the outcome was 
already decided. 

Smits, guarded by Danny 
Schayes in the first quarter 
because Seikaly was out 
with the flu. shot 9-of-12 in 
the first half and wasn't 
needed after the midpoint 
of the third quarter as Indi- 
aoa was building a lead that 
giew as high as 32 points. 

Indiana shot a season- 
high 63 per cent from the 
field in winning its eighth 
consecutive home game. 

• Chariotte Hornets 96, 
Clevdand Cavaliers S8: 
At Charlo'fie, North Caroli- 
na, David Wesley scored 
six of his 20 points in the 
final 3:36 to help Charlotte 
o\>er Cleveland, which lost 
Shawn Kemp and Brevin 
knight foe long stretches 
with injuries. 

Wesley Person had 16 of 
his 18 points in the second 
half for the Cavaliers, who 
lost to the Hornets for ±e 
] ith time in 14 games. 

• Minnesota Timber- 
wolves 116, New Jersey 
Nets 96; At Minneapolis. 
Stephen Maibury bowed to 
the crowd as he exited the 
court after keying a 16-0 
run in the fourth quarter 
that carried Minnesota past 
new jersey. 

M^ury walked to the 
end of the floor and bowed 
to the fans after scoring six 
of his 22 points and forcing 
Sam casseJI to foul out dur- 
ing the deciding run, which 
b^an with the wolves 
clingiag to an 82-79 lead. 

■ Miami Heat 88, 
Detroit Pistons 74: At 
Aiibuifi ' Hills. Michigan!..'-' 
the Miami Heat , extended 
their iecord 3-poini streak 
10 320 con.<;ecutive games, 
making nine 3s. — includ- 
ing five toward the end of 
the second and third quar- 
ters — in a victory over 
DetroiL 

Voshon Lenard. Jamal 
Mashbum and Tim Hard- 
away hit 3-pointers in the 
final SS seconds of the sec- 
ond quarter to give the heat 
a 49-38 halftime lead, and 


Alphand 
and Wiberg 
take the 
honours 


PARIS (AFP) — After a 
blood and thunder campaign. 
Frenchman Luc Alphand and 
PenuUa Wiberg of Sweden 
look this year's overall World 
Cup honours. Alphand' 
beaming the first Frenchman 

10 win the men's title since 
Jean-Claude Killy in 1968. 

The achievement of Alp- 
hand, who succeeded Nor- 
way's 1996 overall champion 
Lo^ Kjus. was all the more 
notable in that he was the first 
downhill specialist since Karl 
Schraoz of Austria in 1970 to 
lake the ritle. 

Ha\ing already won the 
downhill and Super-G World 
Cup titles he fought off a 
lough challenge from Nor- 
way's Kjedl Andre Aamodt 
and emerged to say: “1 never 
aimed to go down in history 
as a great skier, but now 1 
have and I’m very happy.*' 

Alphand had earlier said his 
dream was to win World Cup 
litle was more important lo 
him than a World Champi- 
onship gold. Just as well, as 
he fail^ to win an event at 
the w(Ald championships in 

Sestriere. 

His exploits can be com- 
pared to those of Alberto 
Totnba. who won the dde in 
1995 while only siding his 
specialities — the slalom and 
giant slalom. 

Wiberg, Olympic giant 
slalom gold medalist in 1992 
and in the combined in 1994, 
won her fascinating duel with 
Cennany's Kaqa Seizioger 
despite ter failure to win any 
tne^s at the worid champi- 
onships. 


Lenard hit two more and 
Hardaway one to dose the 
third quaner with the Heat 
leading 69-53. 

* WashingtoD Wizards 
97, Dallas Mavericks 95: 
At Dallas, Calbert Cheaney 
had a key steal and layup 
with 10 seconds left to 
Thwan Dallas’ late rally as 
Washington w,-on its sixth 
straight and extended the 
Mavericks' losing streak to 
11 games. 

, Cheaney paced the wiz- 
ards with 21 points, fol- 
lowed by Juwan Howard 
und Tracy Murray with 20 
points each. 

Dallas had a late 13-6 run 
and closed to 93-92 with 
22.7 seconds left on a 3- 
poinier by Dennis Scott. 

Rod Strickland made two 
free throws with 13.6 sec- 
onds left, pushing Wash- 
ington's lead to 95-92, and 
cleanly then stole Robert 
pack's inbounds pass and 
went in for a solo layup for 
a 97-92 lead. 

* San Antonio Spurs 
JOl, Boston Celtics 86: At 
San Antonio, David Robin- 
son reached 15,000 career 
points, scoring 34 as san 
Antonio won its seventh 
straight. 

Robinson reached the 
plateau in the second quar- 
ter when be scored bis 
13tb point. He is 78th on 
the National Basketball 
Association's career scor- 
ing list. 

Ilm Duncan added 23 
points, 15 rebounds and a 
career-high eight blocked 
shots and Monty Williams 
added 16 points. 

The Celtics, who shot 
only 41.6 per cent from the 
field, bad their four-game 
winning streak snapped. 
Antoine walker led Boston 
with 21 points. 

• Golden State Warriors 
81, Denver Nuggets 69: At 
Denver, Erick Dampier 
matched his career-high 
with 19 points as Golden 

; State completed a holiday- 
, interrupted, back-to-baCk 
sweep of cold-shooting 
Denver. 

Joe Smi± added 14 
points. Bimbo Coles had 
10 and Donyell Marshall 
grabbed nine rebounds for 
the Warriors, who won for 
the fifth time in their last 
10 games — including a 
12-point home victory 
over Denver on Tuesday. 

• Milwaukee Bucks 99, 
Atlanta Hawks 94, over- 



Oriando Mag^c forward Horace Grant shoots over the 
outstretched arm of Indiana Pacers forward Chris 
Muliin (L) and leaping Pacers forward Antonio Davis 
(R) as the two teams clashed at Market Square Arena 
(Reuters photo) 


time; Playing at home. 
Milwaukee prevented 

Atlanta from sening an 
NBA record for consecu- 
tive overtime victories by 
beating the Hawks behind 
14 points and 16 rebounds 
from Tyrone Hill. 

The Hawks hod won II 
consecutive overtime 

games, a streak that dated 
back to the 1994-95 sea- 
son. It tied the record set by 
San Antonio from Nov. 13. 
1979, to Feb. 8, 1983. 

Elliot Perry, playing in 
place of the injured Terrell 
Brandon, had 17 points in 
38 minutes and shot 8-for- 
1 3 from the floor. 

• Phoenix Suns 118, 
Vancouver Grizzlies 100: 
At Vancouver, British 
Columbia. Cedric Ceballos 
equalled a season high 
with 22 points and Jason 
Kidd bad 13 points, 12 
rebounds and' 10 assists as 
J^oenjx. defeated Vancou- 
ver. 

..- Ceballos.starting in place 
of Cliff Robinson, had 17 
points in the first half as 
the Suns won their fourth 
straight. 

. Antonio McDyess 
chipped in 16 points Soc Che 
suns and Danny Manning 
came off the bench for 14 
points and seven rebounds. 

• Seattle Supersoitics 
111, ^cramento Kings 
95: At Sacramento, Cafi- 


fomia. Vin Baker had 26 
points and 16 rebounds 
and Gary Payton had 22 
points and 12 assists as 
Seattle, with a second-half 
surge, defeated Sacramen- 
to.' 

It was the I6th win in 19 
games for Seanie, which 
held Mitch Richmond to 
one field goal over the final 
14 minutes and used a 22- 
7 run in the third quarter to 
pull away for good. 

Sacramento held a 65-64 
lead midway through the 
third quarter before Sam 
Perkins made two 3-point- 
ers during Seanle's run. 

• Los Angeles Lakers 
118, Los Angeles Clippers 
114, overtinie: In The Los 
Angeles suburb of Ingle- 
wood, Nick Van Exel 
scored 30 points and Rick 
Fox added seven of his 20 
in overtime as the Los 
Angeles Lakers outlasted 
.the. . _cro5s-i,qwn OipReR 
. IJ 8-114 Friday night.. .. 
i..Locnzen4.Wjighi scoied a 
caree^high 32 points and 
grabbed 15 rebounds for 
the Clippers, who are 5-30 
at the forum since moving 
from San Diego to Los 
Angeles in 19«i4. 

Wright, who became the 
first member of the Clip- 
pers to have a 30-point out- 
ing this season, is averag- 
ing 17 rebounds over his 
last six sames. 


We are launching an innovative project in the field of micro-enterprise 
development and training. The objective of this project is to generate 
employment in handicrafts through the development of adequate training 
mechanisms and business support services, among which the establishment 
of a business incubator. This project will cpmbine direct support to micro 
enterprises, institutional development and policy advice. 

we are looking for a motivated project coordinator who will ensure the 
overall management and coordination of the projecL The coordinator will 
cany out project planning and implementation as well as a number of specific 
tasks such as undertaking needs assessments, identifying opportunities, 
undertaking market research and feasibility studies, defining and 
implementing a strategy for the e.stablishmeni of a business incubator, 
promoting cost-effective services to the artisans and evaluating their impact, 
preparing progress reports, etc.. 

Qualifications required 

- A university degree in business administration, economics, marketing, 
engineering, or related disciplines. 

- A minimum of eight years of experience in the private sector in the field of 
small enterprise development or the pronrotion of craft development 
activities, with proven skills in small business consultancy and training, 
and managerial experience. 

- Excellent managerial, organizational and administrative skills. 

- Strong analytical and conceptual skills with an ability to address both macro 
and micro issues and apply these skills in the day to day implementarion of 
the project. 

- Capacity to develop feasibility studies, sectoral studies and business 
opportunity identificarion plans. 

- Ability to adjust to changing market conditions. 

- Ability to foster partnership and support. 

- Effective verbal and written communication and negotiation skills. 
E.xperience at developing and maintaining relationships at all levels. 

■ Proficiency in written and spoken English and Arabic. 

- Excellent computer skills with experience of software packages related to 
business administration and planning. 

Startin*^ date: the appointment will commence as soon as possible, after the 
sarisfactoiy outcome of post-interview enquiries. 

Applications for this post are sought from both men and women. 

Applicarions in English with detailed curriculum vitae showing positions held 
and current salary should be submitted to P. 0. Box 35286, stating Ref. 
NATCOORD clearly on your envelope. 

Closing date forreceiptofcomplered applications is 15 January' 1998. 

Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted. 


1 St Division Handball Championshi 


Ahli lead standings with 5 matches left 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Spt'cinl to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With five matches remaioing until the end of 
the second leg of Handball's First Division Championship, 
fifth placed Amman Saturday scored a precious 27-26 win 
over Umna Jozeh. 

Over the weekend. A! Ahli took over the lead in the 
standings with 23 points after u 32-24 (14-10) win over A1 
Salt w'hileYormouk Al Shouneh lost a 27-18 (12-10) to 
fourth placed .Al Hussein and are still struggling at the 
other end of the standings with 2 points. 

Third placed Al Arabi still have the chance to move to 
the top k they can beat Al Salt and Al Ahli in their next 
matches. 

The last week will be crucial in determining who will 
win the 8-ieam race. 

- Amman 27 Pmm Jozeh 26: *The match was competi- 
tive. with Umm Jozeh giving Amman u hard time espe- 
cially in the second half. 

Umm Jozeh 's bad luck w'as enough to give the tw'O point 
win to Amman 27-26. 

" Al Ahli 32 .Al Salt 24: Al .Ahli depending on their 
strong defence were able to give their opponents some 
hanJ time in gening to the goaf. 

Al Ahli played a fast mutch with accurate passes from 
the beginning and ea.sily penetrated through Al Salt's 
defence. 

Al .Ahli suiprised their opponents with accurate hits by 
Mohammed Humorsheh and Mohammed Taha who led 
depending on their long experience. 


NFL PLAYOFFS 


STANDINGS 


Team 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

Pts 

Al Ahli 

11 

1 

_ 

2S2 

299 

23 

Salt 

10 

I 

I 

392 

298 

21 

Arabi 

10 

_ 

2 

419 

326 

20 

Hussein 

7 

1 

5 

381 

356 

15' 

Amman 

4 

1 

8 

387 

427 

9 

Lfmm Jozeh 

3 

1 

10 

339 

408 

7 

Kuffanjeh 

2 

1 

10 

356 

445 

5 

Y. Shouneh 

1 

- 

12 

312 

409 

1 


Kufrsoum withdrew 

Schedule of remaining matches 

Al Ahli vs Al Hussein Dec. 28 4.00 PM 

Al Salt vs Al Arabi Dec. 28 5.30 PM 

Amman vs Y. Shouneb Dec. 30 4.00 PM 

Al Salt vs Kufranjeh Dec. 3 1 • 4.00 PM 

Al Ahli vs Al Arabi Dec. 3 1 5.30 PM 

All matches will be held at Sports Palace. 


.Al Ahli ended the first half 14-10. 

The second half witnessed more exciting play from Al 
Ahli after increasing the pressure and moving fast against 
Ai Salt's weak defence. Al Ahli were able to end the match 
32-24. 


HI 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Wild Cards 




WITH OMAR SHARIF 
k TANNAH HIRSCH 


Minnesota at New York Giants (17.^0 GMT) 
Jacksonville at Denver (2100 GMT) 




Miami at New England (1730 GMT) 
Detroit at Tampa Bay t.2100 GMT) 

• Divisional PlavofTs 


Denver. Jacksonville, or New England at Pittsburgh 
(17.30 GMT) 

Detroit. Minnesota or Tampa Bay at San Francisco (2100 
GMT) 


j Detroit, N.Y. Giants or Tampa Bav at Green Bay (1730 

I GMT) 

i Denver, Jacksonville, or Miami at Kansas City (2I(XI 
IGMT) 


CAUGHT IN THE ENI> 


Conference Championships 


buuuiiiWKua 


Divisional playoff winners, to be announced 
. ■ Super Bowl 
. Sunday, Jan. 25 

American Conference champion Vs. National Confer- 
ence Champion (2300 GMT) 

• Pro Bowl 

Sunday, Feb. 1 — AFC Vs. NFC 


Both vuliMrabie. East deals. 

NORTH 
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Tbebadding: 

EAST 50UIB VEST NOSTB 
!•:> Pjuc S* Dbl 

2Q) 2* Paw 4* 

Paw Paw Pan 

Opening lead: Nine of 0, 

AiDODg these Inducted to the 
'Bridge Ball of Fame earlier this 
yw was the )ete Jnhn R. Crawfhrd. 
one of a group of Fhiladelphiuia 


Goren and BJay Becker who doffli-| 
Dated bridge in the 1930s thrqnfdi 
the esr)5 1950s. Here is an earara^el 
of his lard-reading talent from the! 
1943 Master Pairs, wlueh be wool 


with Howard Sebenken. 

West's two clubs was woefully 
substandard by today's nomi. but it 
did not deter North-South rrom 
reaching their best spot of four 
spades. It seems that declarer is 
destined to lose a rricic in each suit, 
but several made tbeir contract 
with the help of the defense. Plac- 
ing the cards perfectly, Crawford 
demonstrated no assistance was 
required after a diamond lead. 

East won the queen of diamonds 
and shifted to a club, (^wford ruse 
with the ace and, playing as if the 
cards had glass baclis, ruffed the 
ten of diamonds in dummy, then 
cashed the ace of spades and exited 
with a spade to East's king. East 
continued with the king of dia- 
monds. Iiuitead of rufiing. declarer 
made the loser-on-loser play of dis- 
carding the table's renuuning dub. 

East was well and truly end- 
play^. Another diamond would 
permit declarer .to discard a heart 
from hand while ruffing in dummy, 
then, take a ruffing nnesse for the 
king of hearts. A heart would be 


matter which course East chose, 
declarer's dub loser had vanished 
into thin aif. Card reading par 
excellencd 
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* Free connection fee. 
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* Special offer on the Motorola d160 
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* Hands Free Motorola d160 Car Kit for only 
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monthly bills through direct debit 


* The prize draw date will be 
announced after Eld Al Fitr. Offer 

valid until December 31, 1997. 

* All these benefits and prizes 

await you. Subscribe now! 


Royal Jordanian 
Austrian Airlines 
AI Raed Al-Ordom Trading Lid. 
oawaihs Bectronics EsL 
MASCO 


Elwan Traval Agency 
Al-Musiear SestBuram and Cafe 
forum Hotels 
Fone Srand 


Hotel Inter-Continental Jordan 
Holiday Hold Aqaba 
AquBmarinB Hotel Club Aqaba 
Movenpickfiesan Petra 
Zuwwadeh Rasnuram 


Leonardo da Vinci Restaurant 

MeDonakTs 

A\nS Rentacar 

EuroDollar Rent a Car 
AJ-Haj Abdullah Al-Eryan Sons Co 
Abu Shakre Trading Agency 
ANZ Bnndlays Bank 
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Centrists win majority in lAF 
executive committee elections 


BylkreqAyyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tones 
AMMAN — Centrists have 

won an overw helmin g mnjnri^ 

in weekend elections for tiie 13- 
member executive committee 
the poweriiil Islamic Action 
Front Party (lAF), analysts said 
on Saturday. 

Eriday's vote came a week 
after elections for the lAF ^ura 
coundL the party's highest deci- 
sion-making body, produced 
similar results — queUbg fears 
of increased tension with both 
dte government and lAF allies 
in an ei^t-pany <^)position 
coalition. 

Former Senator Abdul-Lalif 
ArabiyaL a “dove,” became 
lAF cluef by acclaim while his 
moderate predecessor, Ishaq 
Fartian, took tbe be^ of the 
120-seat shuia coundL 

Dr. Farfaan, who has already 
served twice as lAF seaetaiy- 
geoeiaL could not re-nonunate 
himself in line with party niles. 

“Neither the hawks nor tbe 
doves won in tbe elections for 
tbe two bodies which have, 
brought 10 the surfoce a new 
rational leadership of centtists," 
one political analyst said. 

AraUyat is an a cce p table 
peisixi for all parties, includiag 
the government,*’ said political 
analyst Zoad Abu Gfaanimeh. a 
fon^ Muslim Brotberiiood 
leader. 

“And be will mariage to bring 
the unity back to the gmip.’* he 
told the Jordan lunes. 


Tbe lAF. die political atm of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, has 
been beset by internal feuds and 
personal rivalries since its ded- 
sion to boycott die Nov. 4 par- 
liamentary elections in protest 
gainst government policies. 

Dn Aiabiyat and Dr. Faihan 

NEWS analysis" 

— both veteran politidaos who 
have long advocated policies of 
moderation and coexistence 
with the le^me — and the line- 
up of tbeir councils, will weak- 
en die clout of “hawks,** ana- 
lysts said. 

The recent crisis between the 
govenunent and the Islamists 
over a percdved crackdown on 
public freedoms, tipped the bal- 
ance in favour of h^-Iiners and 
fuelled speculation inside the 
lAF that diey would lake over. 

Yaser Za’atrefa, a well- 
informed Islamist analyst, said 
the results of the two elections 
have also quashed fears of a 
possible ^Ih in the group fol- 
lowing tbe decision to boycott 
last month's elections, the first 
since Jcmdan signed ' its 1994 
peace treaty with Israel 

“All attenqits to cast doubts 
over ifae future of tbe parQr and 
the possible creation of a new 
Islamist party have gone with 
the wind,** said Mr. Za'aneh. 

‘Tbe elections have formed a 
new group which represents the 
grassroois of the Brotherbood,” 
be said 

are neither hawks nor 


doves or pro-government or 
pro-boycott (of pariiamentary 
elections). Most of the counril’s 
members do believe that the 
deciacxis of the party shnild be 
guided by prevailing circum- 
stances." 

Jordan*s Bitkhetfaood among 
the country *s oldest grcxips, has 
long adv^ted dialogue to 
achieve their goals. Contrary to 
other Arab states that have 
baniKd tbe brotherhood Jordan 
allowed them to operate in the 
country's political Ufe. 

Newsp^xr coiumnists and 
analysts Ixwe described 10 of 
the 13-seat council as “cen- 
trists." 

Many said Dr. Farban and Dr. 
Ar^yat will have to work hard 
to bring *Tmity and 113170011 /' 
back to the lAF and reactivate 
its role on Jordan's political 

Tn tbe past six years, tbe 
party was merely ink on paper 
and its effea was hardly seen." 
said Ml Abu Gfaarnmeh. 

‘The new council should be 
able to expand the party's base 
and attract new members." 

The 15 d^uties in tbe previ- 
ous Lower House fail^ to 
obstruct the passage of the 
peace neaQr IsiaeL tbrir 
avowed enemy. Many critics 
also say tbe movement has 
failed to come out with practical 
moves to bar normalisation of 
ties with Israel and help solve 
many of the day-to-day prob- 
lems facing Jordanians. 

‘Tlie real chaUeose that faces 


the group is how to find a way 
out following their decision 10 
boycott the elections." said Mr. 
Za'atreh. 'They haw to find a 
way to compensate the absence 
of a strong Eirliament in the 
country.” 

Whh 64 centrists and pro- 
govemmcnt deputies, the 
newly-elccted parliament will 
have to look into gov'emment 
plans to amend three major 
democracy-related laws — 
political parties, press freedoms 
and professional unions. 

Many fear the amendnKnis 
would further lighten screws on 
freedoms launched after His 
Majes^ King Hussein set off 
deinocratic reforms in I9S9. 

Of the 120 shuts council 
members. 1 14 attended Friday's 
ballot to fill the executive com- 
mittee of the lAF. formed in 
1993. 

N'meofthe 13-member exec- 
utive Committee supported the 
decision to boycott the polls. 
They ore; Salim FalahoL Jamil 
Abu Baker, Ahmad Kafaween, 
Na'el Zaidan, Hamam Saeed. 
Saoud Abu Mahfouz. Ahmad 
Koufahl Zuhair Abu Raghcb 
and ZadKhalifah. 

The three others opposed die 
boycott decision. They are 
Hamzeh Mansour. Abdul 
Rabeem Akour and Taieq Tal. 

However, analysts said hard- 
liners won a mujority in tbe 
lAPs central court duties 
include dismissing members 
ulio violate party rules. 


Iraq looks to resume oil exports after 
Annan’s approval ‘expected in a week’ 


BAGHDAD (AFPl — Iraqi 
Oil Minis ter Amer Rashid 
said Saturday that Baghdad 
expects ID resume oil exports 
un^ the UN. oil-for-fbod 
accord vriitain a week. 

“Iraq is goii^ to resume its 
crude e^qwrts as soon as UN. 
Secietaiy General Kofi Atman 
ha§'approved die aid distribu* 
ticKi pl^ that we submitted to 
him two days ago, and we 
expea that will happen in a 
week," Mr. Ra^d told 
reporters. 

Iraq suspended cii exports 
rriien the third six-month 
phase of die o3-fr)r-food deal 
came into effect on Dec. 5 to 
protest at tbe slow audKxisa- 
tion by Annan's office of 
imports of food and medi- 
cines. 

Under the accord, which 
eases seven-year-old sanc- 
tions. Iraq can sell S2 billicm of 
oO every six months to pay for 
humanitarian supplies. 

Iraq had said it would only 
resume exporting oil under tbe 
U.N. oil-for-fbod deal once 
Mr. Annan had approved the 
humanitarian distribution plan. 

Iraq claims large consign- 
ments of food and medicine 
remain undelivered from the 
first two phases of the deal, 
which first came into effect in 
December 1996, and accuses 
British and U.S. representa- 
tives of deliberately impeding 
import authoiis^ons. 

Iraq argues that the U.N. 
should be obliged to authorise 
delivery of humanitarian 
imports within tbe same six- 
month period tiiat the oU 
exports are mSde to pay for 
them. 

Iraq would have “no prob- 
lem resunung exports" of oil* 
as soon as it wanted to, Mr. 
Rashid said. 

“Iraq has large quantities of 
oil in storage tanks at- die 
Turkish oil depot of Ceyhan." 
he said. 

Iraq makes nearly 70 per 
cent of its U.N.-autborised oil 
exports via a pipeline through 
C^ban from Kiikuk in north- 
ern Iraq to Yumurtalik on 
Turkey's MetUterranean coasL 

The remainder are made by 
tanker from Iraq's Gulf pore. 


Iceland-chartered plane packed 
with Christmas gifts lands in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (API — A 
plane bearing medicine auod 
an Icelandic Santa Claus 
loaded with Christmas pre- 
sents landed in Iraq Friday, 
the second flight of U.N.- 
s^proved humanitarian aid 
to arrive here in two days. 

Separately, the Iraqi lead- 
ership has said the United 
States is likely to attack the 
Iraqi president’s palaces 
with chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons. 

In Washington, a 
spokesman for U.S. 
FVesident Bill Clinton said 
tbe Iraqi allegation was so 
“absurd and ridiculous" as 
to be unworthy of official 
comment 

At an airbase west of 
Baghdad, Santa, on unusual 
sight in Muslim-majority 
Iraq, stepped out of a plane 
with a sack of gifts on his 
back and told reporters; 
“Stop killing my children." 

Referring to the U.N. 
trade embargo against Iraq 
which has caused extensive 
malnutrition, Santa said: 
"N^olence leads to more 
violence. Stop using chil- 
dren in politics." 

The plane was chartered 
by the Icelandic charity 
Peace 2CKX) Institute in col- 
laboration with an Italian 
group called Bridge to 
Baghdad. It was delayed by 
a day owing to technical 
failures en route. 

Tbe head of the institute, 
Thor Magnusson. told 
reporters on arrival that, as 
with his fellow passenger 
Santa, he was calling on 
world leaders “to stop 
banning the children 
because children are not a 
political weapon." 

The Iraqi government 
says the sweeping sanctions 
imposed alter its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait have caused 
tbe death of hundreds of 
thousands of children. A 
recent UN. report said they 



Santa helps to wiload Christmas gifts after arriving in 
Baghdad Friday. A plane chartered by an Icelandic chari- 
ty landed in Iraq on Friday, bringing Christmas gifts and 
medicine for Iraqi children hit by U.N. sanctions, the 
Iraqi news agency INA reported (Reuters photo) 
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had inflicted widespread 
malnutrition. 

Peace 20(X) has undertak- 
en humanitarian operations 
on behalf of children 
injured by the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster in Belarus 
and children in the Bosnian 
capital Sarajevo. 

Its founder. Mr. 

Magnusson. a businessman 
and former presidential can- 
didate in Iceland, was given 
the Gandhi Humanitarian 
Award by the U.S.-based 
Gandhi Foundation in 1996. 

On 'Thursday, a Russian 
plane carrying 5 tonnes of 
medical suppUes arrived in 
Baghdad. On board were 2 1 
members of the ultranation- 
alist Liberal Democratic 
party, which is led by 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who 
is opposed to the sanctions. 

Both flights obtained U.N. 
clearance as. although the 
sanctions do not bar Iraq 
from importing food and 
medicine, all imports of 
humanitarian goods have to 
be approved by the world 
body's Sanctions 

Committee. 

The U.N. Security 

Council says the sanctions 
— which bM the sole of oil, 
Iraq's main export — will 
not be lifted until Iraq dim- 


inales all its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Meanwhile, a joint meet- 
ing of the Revolutionary 
Command Council and the 
ruling Baath Party execu- 
tive issued a statement 
Friday accusing the U.S. of 
“spreading rumours" that 
Ir^ was hiding chemical 
and biological w'eapons in 
President Saddam 

Hussein’s palaces. 

America was likely lo 
attack the palaces with 
“chemical and biological 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion in order to say after- 
wards that its cloTnu are 
true," the official Iraqi news 
agency quoted the state- 
ment as saying. 

The meeting was chaired 
by President Hussein. 

Iraq is cuirently engaged 
in a long-running dispute 
with the U.N. weapons 
inspectors who suspect that 
evidence of ma.s.s de.struc- 
tion weapons is being hid- 
den in some 60 site.s. 
including about 40 presi- 
dential palaces. 

Iraq has refiised to grant 
access to the sites, but the 
inspectors — with Security 
Council backing — say 
their mandate gives them 
unfettered access. 



GETTING READY FOR THE YEAR OF THE TIGER: Yeap«nd shoppers crowd a 
passageway in the precincts of the Sensoji Temple at Asakusa, in downtown Tokyo 
Saturday. A votive of a tiger hangs over the passageway. The next 1998 is 'Year of 
Hger’ in the Chinese zodiac calender (AF Photo) 


Israeli FM threatens to resign 
unless two conditions fulfilled 


TEL AVrV (AFP) — 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy threatened 
Friday to resign unless the 
government proceeds with 
a military withdrawal in 
the West Bank and 
changes the proposed bud- 
get. 

“1 won't have anything 
to do with a government 
which doesn't respect its 
commitments to the peace 
process and social jus- 
tice.*' Mr. Levy told Israeli 
television. 

Mr. Levy heads the cen- 
trist Gesher Party whose 
five members of parlia- 
ment are part of the gov- 
erning Likud coalition 
headed by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The foreign minister 
stressed that the military 
pullback from rural parts 
of the West Bank, already 
several months behind 
schedule, is expected “lo 
concern u two-Hgure per- 
centage which could be. 
for example. 10 or II per 
cent." 

“If the government 
refused, it would be gam- 
bling dangerously with 
peace, and I would be 
ready to pay the price per- 
sonally,” he said. 

According to the press. 
Mr. Netanyahu is under 
pressure from settlers and 
more con.servative mem- 
bers of his coalition who 
want to limit the military 
redeployment to 6-8 per 


cent. 

The United States has 
made it known that it 
wants to see a significant 
redeployment in the West 
Bank, and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat is 
demanding a retreat from 
30 per cent of tbe territory. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority directly con- 
trols three per cent of the 
West Bank and adminis- 
ters another 27 per cent 
which is under Israeli mil- 
itary control. 

According to Israeli 
accords with tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, 
the Jewish state is to curry 
out three military retreats 
in the area before mid- 
1998. 

On the proposed 1998 
budget, Mr. Levy said in 
recent parliamentary dis- 
cussions that Mr. 

Netanyahu had committed 
himself in a July letter to 
maintaining social mea- 
sures. 

‘*If the prime minister 
doc.sn't respect his com- 
mitments, there will be no 
more government,’* Mr. 
Levy threatened. 

Mr. Netanyahu has suf- 
fered a series of setbacks 
in the Knesset, or parlia- 
ment, in recent days. 

Speaker of parliament 
Dan Tichon sent the 1998 
budget buck to the finance 
committee .Thursday after 
some Likud coalition 
deputies voted against it. 


Among them was Health 
Minister Yehoshu Matza, 
who voted with the oppo- 
sition to protest against 
cuts in health care. 

The Gesher deputies 
voted against the budget 
or abstained, while the 
nine MPs of the Likud- 
allied National Religious 
Party abstained during the 
first vote. 

A measure must pass 
three times before it 
becomes law. 

Under Israel's 1995 
health law. all Israelis are 
entitled to health coverage 
provided by private insur- 
ance funds which are in 
turn funded by the state 
through health levies. 

But the new law would 
allow health funds to 
design their own “bas- 
kets'* and charge extra 
Fees for a wide variety of 
services. particularly 
long-ienn geriatric care. 

In addition, health cov- 
erage currently assured 
directly by the' state for 
newborn babies and moth- 
ers will in future be cov- 
ered by health funds. 

Mr. Matza said the new 
plan would "create a two- 
tier health system, one for 
the rich and another for 
the poor." 

The budget. which 
would cut S600 million 
from current expenditures, 
is expected to be voted on 
for the second and third 
time before Dec. 31. 


Egypt’s prosecutor general refers 
TVirk ship crew members to court 


PORT SAID (AP) •— An 
Egyptian prosecutor Friday 
charged a Turkish sea cap- 
tain and his first mate with 
kidnapping eight EgNiniuns 
who tried to impound his 
ship, police oITicials said. 

it is not known if Egypt 
will request the extradition 
of the captain, Naci Usalki. 
and his assistant Hilmi 
Elder, who were arrested 
when they sailed into the 
Turkish port of Istanbul 
eight weeks ago. 

The incident took place on 
Oct. 23 when a party of 
Egyptian lawyers, port 
police, court officials and 
shipping agents boarded the 


Turkish ship, the Obo 
Engin. shortly before it 
sailed out of the northern 
end of the Suez Canal. 

The officials served the 
captain with a court order 
impounding the ship a,s part 
of proceedings by a ship- 
ping agent who claimed the 
Obo Engtn's owners owed 
him $3.36,000. 

Captain Usalki ignored (he 
order and steamed out to sea 
too fast for Egyptian patrol 
boats to stop him. 

On Friday. FVosecutor 
General Mohammad Sabri 
charged CapL Usalki here 
with “kidnapping and taking 
hostages, r&si.sting authority. 


violating international law 
concerning sailing in the 
Suez Cand and not respond- 
ing to port orders,” the 
police said, speaking on cus- 
tomary condition of 
anonymity. 

When CapL Turkish 
police arre.sied-Usakli in 
Istanbul, he claimed the 
Egyptians had boarded the 
ship in international waters 
where they had no authority. 

The Egyptians flew back 
to Cairo on Oct 29, saying 
they had been treated rough- 
ly on the ship. 

Under Egyptian law. the 
captain and mute can be 
tried in absentia. 


Stop that pudding! 


LONDON L^P) _ 
Security officers y 
Manchester airport have 
uncovered a new threat to 
public safety — five tradj. 
tionai English Christmas 
puddings that x-ray scan, 
ners are mistaking 1^ sen- 
tex explosives. “The securi- 
ty system is designed to 
detect organic matter like 
semtex, and Christmas pud- 
dings have an unusual den- 
sity which alerts the sys. 
tern," an airport spokesman 
said. Hundreds of Britons 
getting away for the hoi;, 
days have i^en along the 
puddings — made of flour, 
eggs, sueL dried fruit and 
spices — which ooze 
brandy and calories. 
Security officers have had 
to examine hundreds of 
bags before allowing them 
onto aircraft. “Tbe system 
is simply doing its job aod 
doing it extremely well” 
the spokesman s^d. 

Motorist, 
police exchange 
photographs 

LONDON (AP) — A 
speeding motorist caught 
by a roadside camera tned 
to play a little joke when 
police sent a penalty notice. 
The notice included a pho- 
tognq>h of the car. the iSat 
and the speed, and demand- 
ed payment of a S 65 fine. 
The motorist sent a photo- 
graph of a cheque. 
Superintendent Deryck 
Farmer told a newspaper in 
Crewe. Police sent back a 
photograph of a pair of 
handcuffs, and tbe motorist 
got the message. He mailed 
a cheque. 

St Nicholas's 
remains will be 
for ever Bari’s 

BARI (AFP) — The mortal 
remains of.Saint Nicholas, 
the patroii saint of saikKij 
and children, will rest eter- 
nally in Bari where the} 
have Iain for over 900 
years', the curator of (he 
Saint Nicholas study cenoe 
has pledged. Father 
Gerardo Cioffari spoke om 
against a claim lodged by 
the head of a Turid.^ 
“Santa Claus" foundatioo 
for restitution of the 
remains to Turkey. The 
remains of the saint wtn 
stolen from Myra in Turkey 
and brought in 1087 to the 
Adriatic city, where a boril- 
ica was constructed around 
them. Saint Nicholas, 
had been the bishop 01 
Myra, died in 326. 
Christmas-tide character 01 
Santa Claus is loosely 
based on the sainL 

German 
gets Christinas 
card — six years 

KRONACH (AFP) — ^ 

for the betier-laie-ihan" 

never file: a Chfisiini' 
greeting card took si.^ 
to reach its destination- a 
mere 12 kilometres 
the German town wbeR 
was posted, the benii^ 
recipient reveal^ 

Despatched on Dec- 
1991. in the southern to'*'® 
of Kronach. the 
arrived a few days ag^ " 
the home of Nprten 
Konradi in Mitwitz. with nf 
explanation for the 
dinary delay. After deh^ 
aiion. the post office ap^ 
to overlook the detail ^ 
postage was due on the 
ter. 

Italian Scrooges tg 
off -with priest’s sa 

TERAMO (AFP) 
Biugiars lacking the ^ 
son’s spirit made off 
safe containing S15- 
belonging to an 12* . 
priest whowasoffceien^ 
ing Christmas 
cials said. Father 
Ca^ili came home, _ 
saying midnight ma» 
small town of R(»®^ ^ 
Abraai. 100 Idl^ 
east of Rome, to 
in his wall where bi^- 
and the ca^ used m ^ 
Police found the 
his opaitmenL which 
hours his church, had 
forced. 







